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An open invitation to Tennessee Press 
Association members: please join us for 
2026 Day on the Hill in Nashville.

Every winter, newspaper owners, publishers and editors 
from the Appalachian Mountains to the Mississippi Delta 
make the trek to the middle of the state. Each year, that 
gathering serves as a reminder that democracy works 
best when everyday people show up and speak directly 
with those elected to represent them at the Capitol.

The legislative session always brings bills that affect our 
industry. Some proposals threaten the financial stability 
of newspapers, while others undermine open govern-
ment and public access to information. Day on the Hill 
gives us a chance to speak up, share our concerns and try 
to influence how those proposals ultimately take shape.

Emails and phone calls matter, but nothing compares to 
face-to-face conversations with the people making deci-
sions that affect our work. It’s important that we show up 
— and it’s the best way to be heard.

Lawmakers want to hear from the people who serve their 
constituents. A legislator from Upper East Tennessee is 
far more interested in talking with the publisher of the 
local paper their voters read than with someone from 
West Tennessee. That’s why it’s critical that members 
attend from every region of Tennessee and speak directly 
with their own legislators.

We won’t persuade every lawmaker, and that’s not the 
point.

What matters is making our case. When constituents 
share their experiences in person, those conversations 
carry weight. They humanize policy debates and are often 
remembered long after the meeting ends.

Newspapers employ hundreds of Tennesseans and 
include many locally owned businesses that have served 
their communities for generations. We are stewards of 
our communities’ histories and watchdogs for the public 
interest. Lawmakers need to be reminded of that when 

The meeting and day’s activities will be held in the 
Cordell Hull Building near the Capitol, which hous-
es the offices of state legislators.  All members are 
invited to the meeting and Day on the Hill.  

TPA asks all publishers, general managers and edi-
tors to attend the Day on the Hill.  Your support and 
participation is vital to protect the public’s right to 
know and our industry’s interests.

Schedule for Tuesday, Feb. 24: (Central Standard Time)

8:00 a.m. - 8:25 a.m. Go through security
8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Coffee with Legislators.  Invite 

your legislators to join us for coffee and bis-
cuits in their Volunteer Conference Center.

10:00 a.m. - Noon:  Members visit with Legislators
		 Please schedule your appointments in  

advance.
Noon - 1:00 p.m.  Members’ lunch, TPA will arrange with 

key lawmakers to speak to our group
1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Members visit with Legislators
		 Please schedule your appointments in  

advance.
3:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. TPA Concurrent Board of Directors 

Meeting and Business Session All TPA mem-
bers invited

See INVITATION Page 2

REGISTER AT: www.tinyurl.com/TPADayOnHill  



considering legislation that could damage 
our industry.

Showing up together demonstrates that 
these issues matter enough for us to give 
our time and energy. A strong, visible 
presence at the Capitol sends a clear 
message: this matters, and we are paying 
attention.

TPA’s Day on the Hill is Tuesday, Feb. 24. Members are 
asked to arrive by 8 a.m. Central Time. At 8:30 a.m., we’ll 
share coffee and breakfast with legislators, followed by 
time for individual meetings, a members’ lunch, and a 
TPA board/business meeting.

Please consider attending. Your participation helps turn 
abstract policy debates into real human stories that can 
influence how decisions are made. By showing up togeth-
er, we amplify our voices and help shape the future of our 
industry.

Alison Gerber
TPA President

Please make appointments to see your 
legislators during these time frames:
10:00 a.m. - Noon CST
1:00 p.m. -3:00 p.m. CST

TPA will send you talking points in advance of the 
Day on the Hill. 

Please contact your legislators’ offices to schedule an 
appointment to meet with them on Tuesday, Feb. 24.  

If you have questions about bills TPA is tracking or other 
legislative matters, please contact Mark Millsap, Executive 
Director, at mmillsap@tnpress.com or (865) 584-5761, ext. 
106.

Alison Gerber

Register for the day, which includes 
breakfast and lunch at: www.tinyurl.
www.tinyurl.com/TPADayOnHill
Registration is $20.00, which includes breakfast and 
lunch.   Please register at the link above or by email to 
rgentile@tnpress.com.

TPA will email you a link to pay for your registration 
with a credit card.  Or you may send a check.

Refunds will be offered for any registrations canceled by 
5:00 p.m. CST on Friday, Feb. 20.  

HOTELS:   TPA does not have a block of rooms at any 
hotel.  Should you want accommodations, please con-
tact the hotel of your choice.   Here is the address of the 
Cordell Hull Building, where all Day on the Hill events 
will take place:  425 Rep. John Lewis Way N. Nashville, 
TN 37243.

We will send a confirmation with parking recommenda-
tions closer to the event.

Concurrent TPA Board of Directors  
Meeting and Business Session
Feb. 24 at 3:00 p.m. CST

All members are encouraged to attend this meeting for 
an update on TPA matters.  The meeting will be held in 
conjunction with the Day on the Hill.

Day on the Hill location:   

Cordell Hull Building
2nd Floor, Volunteer Conference Center
425 Rep. John Lewis Way N.
Nashville, TN 37243
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INVITATION  from Page 1 8:30 a.m. Coffee & Biscuits with 
Legislators

TPA will invite legislators and their staff to join us for 
coffee and biscuits at 8:30 a.m. CST.   If you plan to be 
present at that time, please also invite them as well.   

Members’ Lunch
Feb. 24 at Noon CST

All members are encouraged to attend this lunch.  TPA 
will invite key lawmakers to speak to our group during 
the lunch.


