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Legacy begins operation of 5 newspapers

JENNIFER DESHAZO
The Bartless Express
July 3,2024

TPA's Millsap pays visit
to Southern Standard

As of July 1, Legacy Media has
taken the reins of The Bartlett
Express, as well as The Collierville
Herald-Independent, Germantown
News & Shelby Sun Times, The
Covington Leader and The Mill-
ington Star.

Legacy Media is owned by Mark
& Angie Richardson of Drum-
monds, Tenn. Both have worked
previously for the most recent
company, Magic Valley Publishing
Co., Inc. (MVP). When presented
with the opportunity to take over
the role of publishers of five area
newspapers, it was a venture they
were eager to begin.

“It’s an exciting opportuni-
ty, for sure. These are quality
publications that have a long
history in their communities that
we’re proud to be a part of,” said
Mark Richardson of the move. “It
happened a little earlier than we
had intended, due to circumstanc-
es with MVP, but I think we’re

Submitted

Family-owned Legacy Media has assumed operations for five newspa-
pers. Legacy is owned by Mark and Angie Richardson of Drummond,
Tenn. They are pictured above with their three children (left to right)

Ashby, Anistyn, and Mason.

ready to move forward with this

transition and we look forward to

growing these publications.”
Magic Valley Publishing began

in 1983 when Dennis and Lisa
Richardson, with Lisa’s parents
Elton & Joan Hatley, bought the
Carroll County News and Hunting-

Photo by Bill Zechman, McMinnville

TPA Executive Director Mark
Millsap visited the staff of the
Southern Standard in McMinnville
on July 25. Pictured are Dale Stub-
blefield, general manager; Patricia
Zechman, publisher; and Millsap.

don Printing from Dennis’ former
employers Raymond and Betty Ter-
ry. Dennis later added the Camden
Chronicle, and the Hatleys retired.
Between 2001 and 2021, MVP
grew exponentially to include
more than a dozen hometown

See LEGACY Page 2

Hollow rings the bell on 50 years as TPA legal counsel

MIKE TOWLE
Tennessee Press Association
August 9, 2024

As Knoxville-based attorney
Rick Hollow marks his 50th
anniversary as legal counsel for
the Tennessee Press Association,
it is worth noting that at age 84
he can still drop and give you
50 pushups on the spot — one for
each year he has been affiliated
with TPA.

If Hollow is contemplating
retirement, he never broached the
subject in a recent two-hour con-
versation with a TPA journalist.
Nor was he asked.

“It’s never been a big trick for
me to stay physically and men-
tally active,” says Hollow, who

at six-foot-one
tips the scales
at a lean and
fit 167 pounds,
eight fewer
than when he
graduated from
high school. “I

like to challenge
myself. I walk a
lot and like to lift
weights. We (Hollow and his wife
Judy) have a sunroom set up for a
home gym, where I can do bench
press and squats - the usual.”
Staying hale and hearty helps
explain why the 1964 graduate
of UT College of Law (count it —
that’s 60 years of practicing law)
still manages to carry a busy case-

Hollow

load through his private practice at
Hollow and Hollow, LLC. Ask him
about cases he has tried or at least
followed dating back decades,

and he will rattle off details and
nuances of a case with the eager
aplomb of a twentysomething law
school grad who just passed the
bar.

Like the time several decades
ago when he hand delivered a writ
of mandamus from a Tennessee
Supreme Court justice to an obsti-
nate but powerful Cocke County
judge. The writ ordered the judge,
who had flouted open records stat-
utes by refusing to release grand
jury indictments to a newspaper
reporter’s request, to release the
records.

“I drove to Newport, entered
the court house, and went up
the steps and down the hall to
his office, where he was seated
behind a metal desk,” Hollow said
of the judge. “When I walked in,
he said, ‘Here, you can see them,
and he tossed the book with the
indictments across the desk. It hit
the desk and a puff of dust came
up. I said, ‘I'm not here to see it, a
reporter wants to see it, and that
was that. That was my first brush
with access.”

There have been plenty more
such brushes with access since
(for Hollow himself, that includ-
ed working on cases during the

See HOLLOW Page 5



Page 2 - The Tennessee Press « August 2024

(USPS 616-460)
Published monthly by the

TENNESSEE PRESS ASSOCIATION, INC.

412 N. Cedar Bluff Road, Suite 403
Knoxville, Tennessee 37923

Telephone (865) 584-5761/Fax (865) 558-8687/www.tnpress.com

Subscriptions: $12 annually

Periodicals Postage Paid At Knoxville, TN

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Tennessee Press,

412 N. Cedar Bluff Road, Suite 403, Knoxville

, TN 37923

The Tennessee Press is printed by The Standard Banner in Jefferson City, Tenn.

Mark Millsap

Editor

Mike Towle

Robyn Gentile

Managing Editor

Production Coordinator

The Tennessee Press
is printed on recycled paper

a

TENNESSEE PRESS ASSOCIATION

nd is recyclable.

President

Darrell Richardson, News-Herald, Lenoir City
Alison Gerber, Chattanooga Times Free Press

1st Vice President

Dave Gould, Main Street Media of Tennessee, Gallatin ...................
Chris Sherrill Vass, Chattanooga Times Free Press

.............. 2nd Vice President

Secretary

Eric Barnes, The Daily News, Memphis

Treasurer

Daniel Williams, The Paris Post-Intelligencer ...
Mark Millsap

Immediate Past President
Executive Director

DIRECTORS
Calvin Anderson, New Tri-State Defender of Memphis

District 1

Melanie King, McNairy County News, Selmer

District 1

Victor Parkins, The Mirror-Exchange, Milan

District 1

David Plazas, The Tennessean, Nashville .

District 2

District 2

Lindsay Pride, Herald-Citizen, Cookeville.
Lora Scripps, Elk Valley Times, Fayetteville.

District 2

Sandy Dodson, The Bledsonian-Banner, Pikeville

District 3

District 3

Dale Gentry, The Standard Banner, Jefferson City
Chris White, The Greeneville Sun

District 3

TENNESSEE PRESS SERVICE
Dave Gould, Main Street Media of Tennessee, Gallatin

President

Vice President

Michael Williams, The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Alton Brown, Chattanooga Times Free Press

Director

Mike Fishman, Lakeway Publishers, Morristown

Director

Director

Jana Thomasson, The Mountain Press, Sevierville
Victor Parkins, The Mirror-Exchange, Milan

Director

Mark Millsap

Executive Vice President

TENNESSEE PRESS ASSOCIATION FOUNDATION

President

Victor Parkins, The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Mike Fishman, Lakeway Publishers, Morristown

Vice President

Richard L. Hollow, Knoxville

General Counsel

Mark Millsap

Secretary-Treasurer

CONTACT THE MANAGING EDITOR

TPAers with news submissions, suggestions, questio

ns or comments for

or about The Tennessee Press can contact the managing editor. Call Mike

Towle, (615) 293-5771; or email editor@tnpress.com.
October 2024 issue is September 3, 2024.

The deadline for the

Standing on the shoulders of giants

L if not all of us, stand on the
shoulders of giants.

The women and men who have
taken up the call to journalism
before me and during my 38
years in this vocation have not
only influenced me but have in
the past inspired me — and con-
tinue to do so to this day.

Though I certainly spent some
valuable time writing and taking
photos for the University of Ten-
nessee’s Daily Beacon one summer
semester and with the zoned edi-
tions of the then-daily Knoxville
Journal — a morning newspa-
per that shared a building and a
joint-operating agreement with
the afternoon News-Sentinel — it
was definitely the weekly commu-
nity newspaper that called to me
following college graduation.

With the support of many, many
folks from the University of Tennes-
see’s College of Communications
— Ed Caudill, Jim Crook, Bonnie
Hufford, Rob Heller, Paul Ashdown,
Jane Pope and June Adamson to
name a few — I touched base with
East Tennessee newspaper pioneers
such as Larry Smith of LaFollette
and Horace V. Wells Jr. of Clinton.
With all this help, I started to build
a foundation for what has turned
out to be a surprisingly long and
satisfying career.

When I graduated from UTK
in the fall of 1987, I was told in
no uncertain terms by many in
my graduating class, and beyond,
that community newspapers were
on their way out and Whittle
Communications — a booming
business in downtown Knoxville
at the time — represented the
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future of the news industry.

Be that as it may, I found my
“sea legs” in the small-town
newspaper business. During my
initial interview with Mr. Wells
of Clinton, he said two things. ...

The first was that I would
need to look under every rock
and behind every door for news
stories. The success of our busi-
ness would depend on how many
names and photos of local resi-
dents we published in our weekly
newspaper.

The second thing he told me

was that, unfortunately, he had
already hired someone for the
reporter position the Clinton
Courier-News was looking to
fill. ... Nevertheless, I asked Mr.
Wells if I could accompany him
to that evening’s County Com-
mission meeting to get a better
understanding of the work he and
others performed in general. The
veteran newspaperman agreed,
I tagged along, and the next day
I was offered the general assign-
ment reporter’s position that had
reportedly already been filled.

I still wonder what happened
to the reporter who was initially
hired for the $250-per-week job
that I gladly and appreciatively

accepted.
* k%

Though Horace Wells ran the
Clinton newspaper for 55 years, I
had only been working with him
for four to five months when he
announced that he was selling
his paper to good friend and
colleague John M. Jones Sr. of
Greeneville, Tenn.

Mr. Wells stayed on, however,
as editor emeritus and continued
to write his weekly “As We See
It” column ... much to the delight
of hundreds of our readers (NOT
including the district attorney
who was often the target of the
somewhat diminutive editor’s
wide editorial net).

Meanwhile, it was announced
that longtime area newspaperman
David McCoy would be the new
publisher. It was exciting getting
to work with Dave, Gregg and
John M. Jones Jr. of Greeneville,
and so many of the other industry
leaders who headed up other com-
munity newspapers in the Jones
Media Group. Those others includ-
ed Bobby Buckner, Nancy Petrey,
Dave Popiel, Sara Jane Locke, Ed
Emens, Tommy Wilson, Ralph
Baldwin, Tom Hill, Dick Smyser
and too many more to count.

At the same time, my involve-
ment in the Tennessee Press As-
sociation expanded and I was able
to rub shoulders with the likes of
Bob Atkins, Sam Kennedy, Pau-
line Sherrer, Scott Whaley, Dale
Gentry, Bob and Dorris Parkins,
Walter Pulliam, Sam Hatcher, Ron
Fryar, Bill and Michael Williams,
Jack Fishman, Janet Rail, George
Whitley and Hershel Lake.

See RICHARDSON Page 5

LEGACY from Page 1

publications throughout west &
middle Tennessee and southwest
Kentucky, a printing press, and a
radio station. Mark was a familiar
presence in the office throughout
his childhood, and took a work-
ing position in elementary school
filling in grocery ads with pic-
tures. With age, he also processed
photos in a darkroom, created
page negatives, and ran deliveries.
After serving in the United States
Marine Corps from ages 17-21, he
enrolled at UT-Martin and went
back to work at the Carroll County
News-Leader (a fusion of the Car-
roll County News and the Carroll

Leader) reporting, laying out pages,
and running distribution, along
with various odd jobs. Here Angie
also worked in the front office,
accompanied by their first child,
Anistyn.

The group of papers published
under West10 Media and The
Leader were sold to MVP in 2019,
while Mark and Angie were run-
ning the Sears Hometown Store in
Covington. In the wake of Sears’
bankruptcy calamities, the family
was forced to close the operation.
“The timing seemed kismet,” said
Mark. “It felt like it was time to
return to my roots.”

Back to building ads, Mark
worked at the West10 office, work-
ing his way up as MVP imple-

mented changes in the operations.
When the family and company
were struck with the sudden,
devastating loss of Dennis in 2021,
Mark was working in multiple
executive positions.

As they mourned their patri-
arch, the family also had to keep
MVP going and growing. Without
the leadership and expertise that
made Dennis’ name synonymous
with newspaper publishing, MVP
has been led to separate and sell
its publications.

Mark and Angie have a shared
vision as well as experience in
newspaper operations, and believe
they can continue the legacy start-
ed by the Richardsons and Hatleys
more than 40 years ago.
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Tips for staying safe, avoiding arrest when covering protests

We are now just a few months
away from the 2024 general
election. While most presidential
election years tend to ratchet up
the political tension across the
country, this one feels particu-
larly fraught, with Americans
fiercely debating foreign wars,
immigration, abortion and more.

It’s an unsettling time for jour-
nalists, especially those assigned
to cover protests. We have already
seen many demonstrations in
cities and on college campuses
across the country, including here
in Tennessee. As the election
approaches and the political
temperature continues to rise, it’s
likely that we’ll see more of them
pop up. And if they do, journal-
ists could encounter dangerous
situations on the streets.

Journalists have historically
faced the greatest threats to their
safety when reporting on civil un-
rest. So in this column, I wanted to
help you understand your rights at
protests and provide some tips on
how to stay safe and avoid arrest.

Know your rights

I'll begin by noting that
journalists don’t have special
rights. Generally speaking, you
are subject to the same laws as
everyone else.

If you are complying with
the law, police officers may not
target you to prevent you from
exercising your First Amendment
right to observe, photograph and
record in public places. While
journalists can be arrested for
trespassing or disobeying a valid
order to disperse, law enforce-
ment officers may not arrest you

On
THE
Docker

PauL McAboo

in retaliation for coverage they
perceive as critical or to prevent
you from reporting on a public
demonstration.

Before the protest

Now that we’ve got some of
the basics out of the way, let’s
imagine your editor just assigned
you to cover a nearby protest that
is expected to draw a large crowd
and a significant police presence.
What should you do to prepare?

For starters, try to find a local
criminal attorney who will be
on call during the protest. Your
newsroom may be able to help you
identify a lawyer, or you can con-
tact the free legal hotline operated
by my colleagues and me at the
Reporters Committee for Freedom
of the Press for possible assistance
finding legal support (rcfp.org/
legal-hotline/ or 1-800-336-4243).

Once you’ve found an attorney,
research police precincts near the
protest site and provide your at-
torney with their phone numbers
so that they can call them if they
lose touch with you while you’re
out reporting.

You should also look into riot
control tactics and consider bring-
ing personal protective equipment
(a full-face gas mask to protect
you from tear gas, for example).
But check with the local police

to make sure the equipment you
plan to bring is permitted.

It’s also a good idea to scope
out the demonstration to get a
sense for what participants might
be most adversarial to the news
media. If you're more worried
about individual protesters, you
might want to consider covering
the protest in closer proximity to
law enforcement officers. On the
other hand, if you’re more wor-
ried about the police, it might be
a good idea to stay farther away
from the officers.

Lastly, try to team up with
another reporter for the assign-
ment. While this can be tough for
resource-strapped newsrooms, it
can be really helpful, especially
for visual journalists who are
busy recording the protest and
aren’t able to focus on observing
their surroundings.

During the protest

When the demonstration be-
gins, consider prominently wear-
ing a press credential that clearly
identifies you as a member of the
news media — unless, of course,
you’re worried that displaying
your credential may make you
a target for law enforcement or
protesters. Either way, it’s a good
idea to have a press credential
with you, since it’s often one of the
first things an officer will ask for
when trying to confirm that you're
a member of the news media.

Try your best to keep an eye on
your surroundings as the demon-
stration unfolds. Even consider
setting a timer on your phone or
watch to remind yourself to look
around every 15 minutes to see

where you might be able to move
if things escalate in a hurry. This
can help you identify when police
may be starting to round up a
bunch of protesters — a tactic
known as “kettling” — or help
you avoid inadvertently trespass-
ing onto private property.

Perhaps most importantly,
follow dispersal orders and other
police directives. If the police do
stop you, try to record your inter-
action with them. But remember:
Short of arrest, you do not have to
consent if a police officer asks to
search or seize your equipment.

If you are arrested, however,
let the officers know that you are
carrying notes and other materi-
als for the purpose of reporting
the news. And be sure to contact
your attorney or the Reporters
Committee’s free legal hotline as
soon as possible.

For more detailed information on
how to safely and effectively cover
mass demonstrations, I suggest you
check out the Reporters Com-
mittee’s newly updated “Police,
Protesters and the Press” guide
(rcfp.org/resources/police-protest-
ers-and-the-press/), as well as tips
on physical and digital safety from
the Committee to Protect Journal-
ists (cpj.org/2018/09/physical-safe-
ty-civil-disorder/) and First Amend-
ment Watch'’s guide to recording
the police (firstamendmentwatch.
org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/
Citizens-Guide-to-Record-
ing-the-Police-2.pdf).

Paul McAdoo is the Tennessee
Local Legal Initiative attorney
for the Reporters Committee for
Freedom of the Press. He is based
in Nashville.

News & Moves

Dunns sell Herald to
Curtis

When the time is right, it is im-
portant to recognize the fact and
be willing to pass the torch.

And that is just what the Dunn
family has done. They have
passed ownership of the Lewis
County Herald, Hohenwald, to
Amber Rose Curtis. This marks
the first time the Herald has
changed hands since 1956.

A 68-year gate-keep for jour-
nalism and community service
began on March 1, 1956, when

Hulon O. and Byrne K. Dunn pur-
chased the newspaper business
from Ernest Pollock. Byrne Dunn,
then 24, and her husband, World
War II Navy veteran, Hulon, then
30, moved to Hohenwald with
infant son, Hulon Jr., from Milan.

Mr. Dunn was trained at the
Nashville School of Printing and
had been in the employ of the
Milan Mirror.

The young couple confidently
and compassionately took on the
daunting task of reporting the
weekly happenings in Hohen-
wald, Lewis County.

Hulon Dunn Sr. Byrne Dunn

During their lifetime, Mr. and
Mrs. Dunn grew the Herald from
a six-page publication with a
circulation of 800 to a 24-page
publication with an average cir-
culation of 3,750.

Hulon O. Dunn remained edi-
tor and publisher until his death
in 1987 at which time his wife,
Byrne, assumed the role.

Hulon Jr. and another son,
Walton, returned to the newspa-
per business in 1987. Becky Jane
Dunn Newbold joined the staff
in 2003 as associate editor when
she and her family moved to
Hohenwald from Gadsden. At that
time, Hulon Jr. became managing
editor. Becky’s husband, Shane,
joined the office staff.

See NEWS & MOVES Page 4

For Your CALENDAR

September 2024

5-7:Independent News Sustain-
ability Summit, hosted by LION
Publishers, Westin Chicago
River North, Chicago, Ill.

5-8: The Association of LGBTQ+
Journalists, 2024 National Con-
vention, Los Angeles, Calif.

13-15: Journalism & Women
Symposium (JAWS Camp), Hotel
Fontenot, New Orleans, La.

23-25: LMA Fest (Local Media
Association), for C-level execu-
tives and digital sales managers,
Gleacher Center, Chicago, lll.

25-26: Radically Rural Convention,
“Small Towns. Extraordinary
Impact,” sponsored by Hannah
Grimes Center for Entrepeneur-
ship and the Keene Sentinel,
hannahgrimes.com/programs,
Keene, NH.

October 2024

6-12: National Newspaper Week

18-19: America’s Newspapers
Family and Independent Own-
ers Meeting, Charleston, SC.

20-22: America’s Newspapers
Senior Leadership Conference,
Charleston, SC.

30-Nov. 2: Fall National College
Media Convention, Associated
Collegiate Press and College
Media Association, Sheraton
New Orleans, New Orleans, LA

November 2024

7-10: “For the Love of Journalism”
Convention, sponsored by Jour-
nalism Education Association
and National Scholastic Press
Association, Philadelphia, Pa.

14: TPA Fall Board of Directors
Meeting via videoconference at
9:30 a.m. Central Time.

June 2025

26-28: Tri-State Press Convention
(Arkansas, Mississippi & Tennes-
see Press Associations), Hilton
Memphis

July 2025

9-13: The International Society
of Weekly Newspapers Editors
(ISWNE) 2025 Conference,
South Dakota State University,
Brookings, S.D.
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The power of a pause canreally pack...a...punch

Lately I've been thinking about
the well-known television cam-
paign for Wrangler jeans. This
was the one with the tagline that
was spoken as it appeared on the
screen: “Real. Comfortable. Jeans.”
The narrator paused after each
of the three words - to match the
punctuation. The combination
of the two packed a memorable
punch, because it emphasized
each word. Wrangler jeans weren’t
described as “real comfortable,”
they’re “real” and “comfortable.”
Plus, Wrangler is synonymous with
“jeans.”

There’s real power in a pause —
whether it’s in a TV spot, a sales
presentation, a meeting or a con-
versation. While there are many
points to make about pausing, let’s
take a look at three:

1. Pause for emphasis. Tere-

Ap-LiBs®

Joun Foust

sa, who is a marketing agency
executive, once told me about her
perspective on pausing. “When I’'m
pitching a new campaign, I create
a little mystery - even if it’s just for
a few seconds,” she said. “The new
campaign won’t seem as special if
it casually appears on the screen

or the flip chart. I keep it hidden
until the right moment. After I do
the set-up, I say something like:
And here (pause to change slides or
remove the cover sheet on the flip

chart) is the first ad in your new
campaign.

“It’s a little like an entertain-
ment awards presentation,” she
explained. “The presenter says:
And the winner of the Oscar for
best picture is (pause to open
envelope) and announce the name.
That puts the spotlight on the
winner.”

2. Pause for clarity. Maybe
you’ve heard about sales conver-
sations that began like the one
I witnessed some years ago: Hi
thank you for meeting with me
today I'm here to talk to you about
your advertising we talked on the
phone last week and you shared
some of your concerns about your
current marketing let’s take a mo-
ment to explore that and look at
some possible solutions how does
that sound?

Whoa. Slow down. Use some
verbal punctuation. Otherwise, all
the other person hears is an unin-
telligible mumble.

3. Pause for control. There’s an
old saying, “The kindest word in
all the world is the unkind word
unsaid.”

Control is especially important
in tense group meetings and one-
on-one conversations. If someone
pushes one of your hot buttons,
pause. Don’t say anything, just
pause for a moment.

There are a lot of pitfalls in
shooting from the hip with a neg-
ative comment. Instead of risking
a response you may regret later,
ask yourself: What is the upside
in being diplomatic right now?
By pausing you’ll give yourself a
chance to collect your thoughts
and think logically, instead of

emotionally.

Pausing is equally important
when you’re asked a question. Re-
sist the temptation to jump in im-
mediately with an answer. Simply
pause, take a breath and give your
answer. The result will probably be
a better answer.

Countless conversations over
countless years prove that silence is
truly golden, even in small doses.
In fact, you could say that a pause
is a Real. Effective. Technique.

Copyright 2024 by John Foust.
All rights reserved. John Foust has
conducted training programs for
thousands of newspaper advertising
professionals. Many ad depart-
ments are using his training DVDs
to save time and get quick results
from in-house training. Email for
information: john@johnfoust.com
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Dunn Jr. and Curtis

Hulon Jr. took over as editor
and publisher at the retirement of
his mother in July 2015. Walton
Dunn was promoted to associate
editor. Mrs. Newbold stepped
away from the family business
during the years of 2011-2016 to
publish a magazine. Upon her
returning April of 2016, she was
named managing editor until her
retirement in 2020. Mrs. Dunn
passed away in March 2022.

Curtis of Hohenwald, an em-
ployee of the Herald, assumed
ownership in August as owners
Editor & Publisher Hulon Dunn
Jr., Walton Dunn and Robert
Dunn handed over the reins.

Curtis holds a communications
degree from Middle Tennessee
State University and has been in
the print industry since 2018. She
lives in Hohenwald where she
resides with her two nieces.

“I feel like everything I've done
in life, every move I have made,
was to land me here,” Curtis said.
“From my days of learning to
write poetry in fourth grade with

Ms. Cindy Graves, to gracing the
television sets of college students
at MTSU as a news anchor on
MTTV News, there is something
to be learned in every season. I
really try to live by the saying,
‘Never be the smartest one in the
room.”

Lewis County Herald, Hohenwald

Aug, 1, 2024

News Media announces
management agreement
with Carpenter Media

Carpenter Media Group (CMG)
and News Media Corporation
(NMC) announced in late July plans
for CMG to manage NMC with an
option to acquire, according to John
Cribb of Cribb, Cope & Potts, who
assisted NMC and the Tompkins
family in structuring the agree-
ment. Longtime NMC leaders J.J.
Tompkins and Billy McMacken
will assume leadership roles with
CMG, and the transition will begin
immediately.

Two of Carpenter’s properties are
members of the Tennessee Press
Association (TPA): The Claiborne
Progress, Tazewell, and the Eliza-
bethton Star.

News Media Corporation
was founded in 1975 by John C.
Tompkins. Under John Tompkins’
leadership, News Media grew to
over seventy publications across ten
states. NMC serves select commu-
nities of 5,000-50,000 population in
isolated rural trade centers, focusing

mainly on weekly newspapers. It
has always been News Media’s top
priority to provide quality local jour-
nalism to the unique communities
it serves.

CMG owns and manages over
200 community and metro media
titles in the U.S. and Canada and
is dedicated to preserving and
building community journalism
and marketing services to develop
and improve each community
served.

Cribb, Cope & Potts
July 26, 2024

Paxton buys State Gazette

The community newspapers in
Dyersburg, Tennessee, and Brazil,
Greencastle and Greene County,
Indiana came under new ownership
starting July 1, when Paxton Media
Group acquired the titles from Cape
Girardeau, Missouri-based Rust
Communications.

Dirks, Van Essen & April, a
media merger and acquisition firm
based in Santa Fe, New Mexico, is
representing Rust Communications
in the transaction. Terms were not
disclosed.

Rust purchased the Dyersburg
(Tennessee) State-Gazette from
Paxton Media Group back in 2000,
so the operation will be back in
familiar hands.

Paxton Media Group (PMG),
based in Paducah, Ky., is a fami-
ly-owned company founded in 1896.
It is currently led by President and

CEO Jamie Paxton, who represents
the fifth generation of the Paxton
family to hold the title of president
of the company.

PMG publishes nearly 120 com-
munity newspapers in the Southeast
and Midwest.

The Dyersburg operation will
join PMG’s 11 existing titles in
Tennessee, which include The
Cleveland Daily Banner, Cookev-
ille Herald Citizen, Macon County
Times in Lafayette, Hartsville
Vidette, Lebanon Democrat, Mt.
Juliet News, Lafollette Press, Port-
land Leader, Roane County News,
Sevierville Mountain Press and
the Morgan County News.

Rust Communications continues
to own and operate newspapers
in Missouri, Arkansas, Nebraska,
Kansas and Idaho.

Dirks, Van Essen & April
July 1, 2024

Postal increase forces
Lakeway subscription rise

After being hit with a 10%
increase in the cost of delivery
by the U.S. Postal Service, the
Lakeway of Middle Tennessee
publications will be forced to
raise the price of subscriptions
to keep up with the inflation-
ary rate prompted by the postal
increase.

“We as well as the most news
industry across the country urged
lawmakers not to permit this
increase as it hits all newspapers

hard across
America,” said
Lakeway Region-
al Editor Duane
Sherrill of the
postal increase.
“Newspapers and
the U.S. Post Of-
fice have worked
closely together
since the days of
Ben Franklin so what impacts one
often impacts the other.”

Sherrill said the increase in
subscription rate is minimal and
is just to offset the cost of delivery.
“The increase across all nine of
our middle Tennessee papers is
less than 10 percent so we aren’t
even recouping the entire amount
of the postal increase,”

“Where else can you go, and in
one place, get news on your coun-
ty and city government, politics,
schools, businesses, churches,
community events, and breaking
news not to mention local sports,
obituaries, birth announcements,
classified sections and local
features?” Sherrill asked. “And
it’s not just print, we also deliver
our product to your computer and
phone and do it across a broad
spectrum which includes our web-
sites and through social media.
There is nowhere else you can get
all these things in one location.
and special sections.”

Tullahoma News
July 25, 2024

Sherrill
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Be sure to scrutinize and set rules for letters during election season

Campaigns are in full swing as
Election Day nears. Editors should
pay extra attention to letters that
give a thumbs up or thumbs down
to candidates and other ballot
initiatives.

Letter-writing campaigns have
become as sophisticated and
strategic as advertising campaigns.
An unfortunate result is that
many newspapers now charge for
election-related letters. I appreciate
the arguments for enacting the
policy. It’s still disappointing, and I
respectfully disagree.

The policy is perplexing as
editors often bemoan the lack
of reader interaction on opinion
pages. Then, when election season
swings around and letters naturally
ramp up, newspapers limit debate
to “paid opinions” only.

The pros and cons of paid letters
could consume an entire discus-
sion, but I pose one question
as newspapers contemplate to
implement the policy: Where do
you draw the line? Orchestrated
letter-writing campaigns occur
year-round on a variety of issues
before local policy-making bodies.
Are you accepting only “paid opin-

CommuNITY
NEwsroom
SUCCESS

Jim PumagLo

ions” in these instances as well?
It’s a sure-fire way to squelch the
lively exchange of opinions and
vibrant community conversation.

That debate aside, editors can
and should diligently enforce
letters policies — and even take
extra steps — during election
season. Here are a few guidelines
to consider. Newsrooms should
brainstorm to tailor policies to their
circumstances:

Edit in ample proportions.
For starters, it’s a good bet that
the introductory and concluding
paragraphs can be eliminated from
most election letters. From there,
feel free to edit aggressively for
redundancy. The delete button on
your keyboard should receive extra
workout as Election Day nears.

Limit the frequency and length
of letters. Consider restrictions
beyond normal letters policies.

For example, limit individuals to
one letter for the primary election
campaign and one for the general
election, or one letter per race for
individuals weighing in on several
contests. Set a word limit and make
few exceptions without strong
justification. A lot can be conveyed
in, say, 300 words.

Verify. Confirm all letters, pref-
erably with a phone call. Be wary
of letters coming from the same
e-mail address, FAX number or
other social media account.

Set parameters for responses.
The letters column is typically
used to respond to issues raised in
stories, editorials and other letters.
Letters usually should not be a
forum for candidates to react to
paid ads. The best guideline is that
candidates respond to the message
in the same avenue as the original
message. There may be exceptions;
an ad that contains misinforma-
tion or is terribly misleading may
warrant a response in the letters
column.

Establish deadlines. Deadlines

are necessary to allow ample
opportunity to debate issues. Set
a separate deadline for letters that
raise new issues. Publicize dead-
lines early and often.

Identify authors where appro-
priate. Some circumstances dictate
that newspapers identify authors
by position or relationship to a
candidate. For example, school
district business managers may
write why it’s in the best interests
to support a school levy referen-
dum, or campaign managers might
respond to criticism leveled against
their candidates.

Set ground rules for rebuttals.
Election season invariably pro-
duces letter-writing volleys. Don’t
be afraid of implementing reason-
able ground rules; it’s in the best
interests of readers. A good rule of
thumb - even in standing letters
policies - is to limit each individual
to an original letter and one rebut-
tal. Then kindly direct them to a
private conversation. Dismiss any
complaints that the other person
had the last word; that will always
be the case.

As an Eagle scout, I always reac-
quaint myself with the Boy Scout

Law during election season. I have
memorized the credo: “A scout is
trustworthy, loyal, helpful, friendly,
courteous, kind, obedient, cheerful,
thrifty, brave, clean and reverent.”

I may be a bit facetious, but
show me a candidate for elective
office, and I can likely produce
letters from supporters that extol
values befitting of an upstanding
scout.

Editors are increasingly chal-
lenged to separate the wheat from
the chaff in today’s orchestrated
letter-writing campaigns. Election
season demands special guidelines
to let writers have their say and
still maintain some control over the
letters column. It’s opportune time
to sound the alarm to candidates
and readers alike.

Jim Pumarlo writes, speaks and
provides training on Community
Newsroom Success Strategies. He
is author of “Votes and Quotes: A
Guide to Outstanding Election Cov-
erage” and “Bad News and Good
Judgment: A Guide to Reporting on
Sensitive Issues in a Small-Town
Newspaper.” He can be contacted at
www.pumarlo.com

RICHARDSON from Page 2

Others who have supported me
to date in this life-long endeavor
include Donna Smith, Elenora
Edwards, Sara Thompson, Scott
Fraker, Dan McWilliams, Robyn
Gentile, Carol Daniels, Adam Yeo-
mans, Chris Vass, Brian Cutshall,
David Plazas, Doug Horne, Victor

Parkins, John Miller, Rick Hollow
and Lucy Talley.

I am enjoying getting to know
still relatively new TPA director
Mark Millsap better, and we
have already engaged in broad
discussions that I hope to share
in future columns. We have
discussed, and I would welcome
the thoughts of other TPA’ers, on

myriad subjects. They range from
this year’s advertising awards,
next year’s news and advertising
awards, new categories for state
award contests, and sponsors

for special sections, to statewide
classified presentations and quar-
ter-page programs, the return of
Mister/Miss X to future Tennes-
see Press Association events, and

helping others and having fun!
If you would like to share your
views and ideas with me at any
time, please reach out to me by
email at darrell.richardson@
news-herald.net. We really do
stand on the shoulders of giants.
I would love to hear from you
who has been a role model and
influencer in your journalistic

career — or maybe someone you
have influenced and how.
See you in the funny papers.

Darrell Richardson, general
manager of The News-Herald,
Lenoir City, is the newly elected
president of the Tennessee Press
Association, which carries a one-
year term.

HOLLOW from Page 1

1980s for famed Hustler publisher
Larry Flynt), and the well of open
records battles appears a long way
from going dry.

An excess of exceptions

“I think we now have more
than 600 exceptions to our open
records statute,” says Hollow,
quoting a number nearly double
the 350 he mentioned 10 years ago
in a similar Tennessee Press story
commemorating his 40th anni-
versary with TPA. “We have this
tension with custodians who for
some reason don’t want people to
see records. That’s been a very fer-
tile ground for litigation. It goes on
all the time. Right now we have

the aftershocks of that Covenant
School shooting in Nashville.”
Newspaper-related law has
navigated its way through dif-
ferent trends through the years.
Of course, Tennessee has had its
share of twists and turns. Hollow
says the 1964 landmark case New
York Times Co. v. Sullivan made
defamation/libel the flavor of the
decade during the ‘60s, inspiring
copycat lawsuits along the way.
Ditto for access cases in the 70s,
eventually followed by loads of
Sunshine Law litigation.
“Defamation was a hot topic in
1969 and 1970 because people knew
how to sue for defamation,” Hollow
said. “Then we went through a
period of time during the 1980s
with the News Sentinel (Knoxville)

where we had at least one Sunshine
Law lawsuit going at all times.

“This followed Watergate at a
time when the government loved
secrecy. That’s when people like
Sam Kennedy, Jim Charlet, Ralph
Millet Jr., and others helped put
together the Sunshine Law for
Tennessee. At the time we had the
best Sunshine Law in the country
next to Florida’s. School boards
were the real challenge. They had
a lot of power in government and
over the people, but didn’t see
themselves that way.”

‘If you control the con-
tent, you buy the liability’

In more recent years the mush-
room-like growth of the Internet

has sprouted web sites and social
media pages that have given rise
to new legal conundrums, such as
potentially defamatory comments
posted by readers on sites or pag-
es controlled by newspapers. “If
you control the content, you buy
the liability,” Hollow said, “and
that’s where you have to rely on
the nuances of the law.”

Toward that end, Hollow was
one of a handful of legal experts
who helped craft language for the
Public Participation Act that was
passed in 2018 as an anti-SLAPP
(Strategic Lawsuit Against Public
Participation) statute.

“What it says is that if you are
exercising a Constitutional right
and someone sues you as a result
of that expression, you can file a

petition under the anti-SLAPP stat-
ute, within a certain time period,
that then reverses the burden of
proof (to the other party),” Hollow
said. “They have to come in and
show that they have a viable cause
of action.

“If they can’t show every ele-
ment of their cause of action, the
case is dismissed, and it’s a dis-
missal with prejudice. You don’t
even have to go to the process of
discovery or answering deposi-
tions. It’s a great tool.”

At an age where most of Rick
Hollow’s legal-eagle peers have
long since abandoned their days
of discovery, depositions and
burning the midnight oil, he
keeps his toolbox close by and
ready to be put to good use.
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Five new members of TPA 50-Year Club honored July 19 at awards luncheon

STAFF REPORTS
Tennessee Press Association
July 19,2024

The Tennessee Press Associ-
ation (TPA) welcomed five new
members to its 50-Year Clubs
during the 2024 State Press Con-
testst Awards Luncheon held July
19 in Franklin, Tenn.

The 50-Year Club recogniz-
es those staff members at TPA
member organizations who have
accruied at least 50 years of ser-
vice to the Tennessee newspaper
industry.

According to TPA records, the
50-Year-Club was established to
coincide with TPA’s 100th anni-
versary and recognition spanned
from 1969-1971. TPA reactivated
the club starting with additional
recognitions in 2015 and 2016.

Biographies and photos for each
of this year’s 50-Year Club honor-
ees follow (in alphabetical order):

Larry Bowers

With 60 years spent in the
newspaper business at 20 different
publications in five states, Larry
Bowers has had a front seat in the
industry’s ebb and flow, the ups
and downs.

Like covering an airline disaster
as a reporter for The Maryville
Daily Times. The plane went down
in Newport, and racing to the
scene was then-Editor Dean Stone,
Bowers and another reporter, Bob
Miller. They rushed out that eve-
ning, beating the first responders to
the crash site.

The year was 1964 and the
United Airlines plane was en route
from Philadelphia to Huntsville,
Ala., with stops scheduled for
Washington, D.C., and Knoxville.
There were no survivors among the
39 passengers and flight crew.

“That was my first major trage-
dy,” said Bowers.

It was at the Blount County
newspaper that Bowers got his start
in journalism, first as a freehand
artist creating advertisements. A
short time later, he moved to the
newspaper’s photography depart-
ment, where he burned plates.
Then it was off to the newsroom as
a reporter.

“I was the cub reporter when I
started in the newsroom,” Bowers
said. “I handled public notices,
DUISs and real estate transfers for
awhile. Later, they moved me to
covering school boards and other

stuff.”

But it wasn’t
long before he
moved over to
covering sports,
becoming sports
editor at The
Daily Times in
the late 1960s,
staying for about
15 years.

His career has taken him to
Gatlinburg; Farragut; Morristown;
Chattanooga; Kings Mountain,
North Carolina; Del Rio, Texas; and
Wynn, Ark. A couple of years were
spent in Key West, Fla. Each small
town was an opportunity to learn
and grow as a journalist, he said.

“I have enjoyed journalism —
community journalism,” Bowers
said.

Some of his favorite stories in-
clude the series he wrote about his
1981 visit to the White House and
interviews with several of President
Jimmy Carter’s cabinet members,
as well as the feature he wrote on
a 2-year-old boy who could read.
Bowers has won awards for best
humor column and single-best
editorial in the state of Tennessee.

Bowers came back to Maryville
briefly in 1997 after his mother
died, but he left for the Cleveland
Daily Banner job in October of the
same year and stayed. He said over
the years that he thought about
making Blount County his home
again, but it wasn’t in the cards.

He knew he would never get
rich in the business and he’s OK
with that, or just learned how to
adapt after 60 years. Money wasn’t
why he chose the life.

“I have enjoyed the newspaper
business,” he said. “I have worked
hard and put in a lot of hours,
thousands that I was never paid
for. I don’t mind getting up early
and working late. That’s how it
was. Young reporters don’t realize
how it was back then.”

— Melanie Tucker
The Daily Times, Maryville

Bowers

Dale Gentry

Fifty-one years and counting.
Growing up in a newspaper
family, my career started very
early. My grandfather, Beecher
Gentry, had owned and published
the Putnam County Herald in
Cookeville, and my father, Tom
Gentry, had worked with him pri-
or to buying two Jefferson County

papers - the Standard and Banner
- in February of 1956. I was one
year old when we moved to East
Tennessee.

As a young boy, I tagged along
with my dad as he covered events
in the community, and when I
went to the office I was fascinated
by the workings of the Linotype
machine. One of my first jobs was
catching large sheets of printed
papers off of our one-sheet letter-
press, before the papers went into
the folder. I remember taking my
first pictures, using a twin-lens
reflex camera, at about 12, and
writing my first articles shortly
thereafter. Other early jobs were
pouring metal “pigs” after used
type was melted down, learning
to develop film, and serving as the
newspaper’s janitor.

As a teenager, my responsibili-
ties grew, including cleaning the
press, helping insert and address
papers, and along with my father
delivering subscriber copies to the
six post offices around the county
every Wednesday night. Some-
times the production duties went
into the early morning hours,
or all night, leaving me nodding
the next day during high school
classes.

I also wrote and covered sports
events and took photos, which
became one of my favorite as-
signments. Though I could count
some earlier years as part of my
newspaper career at The Standard
Banner, I'm picking age 18 as my
starting point for purposes of this
recognition. Following high school
graduation in 1973, I worked
pretty much full-time in the
summers and on school breaks.

I had actually decided to pursue
journalism as a career at about
age 16, and to gain the training I
needed I enrolled at the University
of Tennessee that fall.

I had begun covering city coun-
cil and school board meetings, in
addition to taking photos of sports
and news events while in high
school. But the level of responsi-
bilities increased as my education
at UT progressed. I began cov-
ering police and occasionally a
court trial, and was on the scene
of wrecks, fires and even a few
murders.

Work often spilled over into
my social life, as my future wife,
Teresa, would tell you. We began
dating at age 17, and because
she lived across the county in

Dandridge, my
dad would often
hand me a photo
assignment to
complete on the
way to one of our
dates!

My on-the-job

experience gave
me an advantage
as [ pursued my
journalism degree at UT. Not only
did I have access to cameras and
equipment that fellow students
didn’t, I also had real-life reporting
skills. That allowed me to pick and
choose electives that filled in the
gaps of my knowledge, and made
me a more well-rounded journalist
by the time I graduated.

In the spring of 1977, I received
my diploma from UT and imme-
diately began working full-time
at The Standard Banner. It wasn’t
long before I was promoted from
reporter to news editor, which
added some editing duties to my
many different news beats.

Like many weekly editors of
his generation, my father was a
workaholic, routinely putting in
70-80 hour weeks, and by the time
I finished at UT, he was ready for
some relief. His other passion was
farming, and he quickly began
shifting many of his duties to me
and spent more and more time on
the farm.

In just a couple of years, I was
named editor, and by the time I
was 27 or 28, was basically man-
aging the newspaper. In this role, I
also learned to sell some advertis-
ing and became active in commu-
nity events, as well as the Tennes-
see Press Association. I served on
the TPA board, and was privileged
to become TPA President at age 28
(1983-84). Later, I served on the
Contest Committee and the TPS
board, and currently hold a seat
again on the TPA board.

Watching my father work long
hours and missing a lot of family
events, I had determined as a teen-
ager I would do things differently.
I gradually hired more people so
that I didn’t have to work as many
long hours, and could spend time
with my growing family, which
shortly included two children.

Having a larger staff allowed
us to improve the quality of the
paper. Even though I was the
managing editor, I continued to
be hands-on - writing stories,
making photos and doing page

Gentry

layout — mainly because those are
the things I love about my job.

I continued as managing editor
until my father’s death in 2009, at
which time I became publisher.

Following my mom’s death in
2017, my wife and I became full
owners of The Standard Banner.

I have invested my entire career

- 51-plus years - in The Standard
Banner, and continue to enjoy
publishing the newspaper today. I
don’t write as much, but I'm still
actively involved in the day-to-day
operations.

I employ a talented and loyal
staff, and over the years we have
won numerous state and national
awards for our work. At this writ-
ing, we have won the TPA General
Excellence award 10 of the last 17
years in our circulation category.

As long as I am able, I plan to
have an active role in producing
our family-owned newspaper.
There’s no question the job is
more difficult today, but I still find
it rewarding. My philosophy is
that readers will continue to want
and support newspapers that cover
their communities well, produce
interesting and well-written
stories, and are a vital part of the
lives of the people they serve.

Danny Wade

I was born in St. Mary’s Hos-
pital in Humboldt on July 28,
1958, to Bobby and Carolyn Wade,
the youngest of siblings Bob and
Susan.

I attended Humboldt City
Schools from grades 1-12. I grad-
uated in 1976 with honors with a
90.6 GPA.

In 1981, Teresa and I were mar-
ried. We lived in Madison County
the entire time, but I kept close
ties to Humboldt where my mother
lived and I worked. In 1994, we
built our home in Three Way and
still live there today.

I worked for the city parks & rec
during the summers as a young
teen. I got the Little League and
Babe Ruth baseball fields ready
for the nightly games and also
worked as a student counselor at
Bailey Park’s summer programs.

As a freshman in high school in
1973, a lady from church, Venetta
King, asked if I was interested
in working one day a week after
school. I said “Sure.” That turned

See 50-YEAR Page 7
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into two days within a few weeks.
I worked in the mailroom on
Tuesdays rolling Jackson Shop-
pers, then putting rubber bands
around them. If it was raining,
we had to put
them in plastic
bags, which was
twice the work.
On Wednesdays,
I would stuff
inserts into the
Courier Chron-
icle (now know
as the Humboldt
Chronicle) and
learned to operate the Address-
0O-Graph machine and the tying
machine.

Also during this period in time,
I grew my passion for playing
music. Coming from a musical
family, I picked up the guitar and
banged on a piano a little bit.

My junior year of high school, I
bought my first bass guitar and
fell in love with music. Soon,

I was playing with a couple of
friends, jamming on Sunday
afternoons. After a couple more
guys joined in, we formed our
first band. We played a couple of
private parties and soon played
live is area clubs.

Over the years, Chuck McGill
and I stuck together and were in
three other bands, our last being
the Paula Bridges Band in 1981.
Chuck and Paula married, and I
married Paula’s roommate, Teresa.
I printed papers during the week
and played gigs on the weekends.
Eventually, live music started
to wane and we only played a
few times a year. Chuck and his
talented family formed their own
band and continued to play. When
Chuck passed away, Paula came to
me and said she needed me to play
in the family band, Bandstand
Revue. How could I turn down the
lady that I had shared the stage
with since 1981 after the death of
my best friend. So we continued to
play music on a limited bases and
we still perform today a few times
per year.

Throughout this time, I con-
tinued holding down two jobs—
newspaper and music.

Going back to my early day in
the newspaper industry, after high
school, unfortunately college was
not in the plans coming from a
poor family. The summer of 1976,
I worked at Brown Shoe Company
for seven months and learned very
soon that factory production line

Wade

work was not for me. Also, at that
time, I still worked on Tuesdays at
the newspaper in the pressroom
after I got off work from Brown
Shoe.

I began full time at the news-
paper in February of 1977 in the
pressroom and pre-press.

In the early 1990s, the newspa-
per began converting to computers
and in 1995 I added IT tech to
my list of jobs. In 1999, 2000 and
2004, 1 attended the Newspaper
Institute of Technology, held at UT
Knoxville. These were the very
best training courses for those in
the newspaper business.

In 2001, I was named associate
editor and was later promoted
to managing editor. In 2002, I
designed and developed the Hum-
boldt Chronicle’s first website.

In 2017, I was promoted to editor
after former editor, April Jackson,
retired. April and the late Martha
Dodson were two of my mentors.
Both served as editors and took
me under their wings.

In the early years of my career,
the newspaper and printing
company were owned by the
Warmath family. I worked under
J. Frank Warmath, who owned
and operated the newspaper.
Later, his son, Frank Warmath,
took the helm. In 2006, Amer-
ican Hometown Publishing
purchased the newspapers
Warmath owned—Humboldt
Chronicle, Tri-City Reporter
and 50-percent ownership of
the Trenton Gazette. Ten years
later, brother and sister, Victor
Parkins and Scarlet Elliott of the
Milan Mirror-Exchange, formed
Gibson County Publishing and
purchased the three newspapers.
All four newspapers in Gibson
County were now under one
umbrella corporation. This was
a very good move as we had all
worked together over the de-
cades. We knew each other and
had good working relationships.
The familiarity of the Parkins’
family and their knowledge by
their fingers on the pulse of Gib-
son County made for a smooth
transition that has made all of
the four newspaper better as a
whole.

In the early 2000s, one of my
monthly assignments was to cover
city board meetings for Three Way,
Tenn. In 2004, one of the alderman
announced he would not seek
re-election. He looked at me and
said I should run. He said you have
covered the meetings for so long, I
was familiar with the city and how

it operates. So I did and was elected
to be alderman of Three Way. I ran
again in 2008 and won a second
term. I love being an alderman

and continued to seek re-election
in 2012, 2016, 2020 and am now
seeking sixth term and will be on
the November ballot.

Teresa and I have always
loved Christmastime. We love to
decorate. One year for Christmas
I asked for a music system that
the lights plugged into and they
“kinda” danced to the beat. That
got me hooked. Two years later
I move up to a professional light
show with a computerized, mu-
sical light show. I program lights
to the songs for the neighborhood
to enjoy from the comfort of
their car with the music played
on the radio. Year after year, my
lightshow grows. I now have over
38,000 lights and 1,600 channels
(plugs) for lights. It takes me a
while to set it up. I usually begin
right after Halloween and have it
ready to run just before Thanks-
giving. I built all of my props
myself and with a little assistance
from my wife when I need more
than two hands, I put it up by
myself. I do get my two grown
sons, Jarrett and Tanner, to come
over and help me put up my 24-ft.
mega tree.

Now, soon to be 66 years old,
retirement is in the plans. I plan
on retiring with December 31,
2024 as my final day. This will
be my final Tennessee Press
Awards ceremony to attend as a
turn the page to the next chapter
of my life.

I have truly loved working for
the newspaper. I've worked with
some incredible people over the
50-plus years. I have ink in my
blood. I've had a wonderful career
and I truly believe being editor of
the Humboldt Chronicle has led to
an even better life.

Scott Whaley

Scott Whaley began his news-
paper career at the ripe old age
of six in 1965 when his parents
purchased the Chester County
Independent. His father, Woodie
Whaley, purchased Scott a news-
paper rack that he placed at the
local coffee shop. He was respon-
sible for keeping the rack stocked
and, in return, was allowed to
keep all the dimes it generated as
a weekly allowance.

He continued his newspaper
career where he graduated to floor
sweeper, and then came up the

ranks to route
delivery and
then took over as
associate editor
until his mother
sold it to him in
1988. He worked
afternoons

and weekends
throughout his
high school
years and then while he was at
Freed-Hardeman University, earn-
ing a degree in business adminis-
tration.

The Independent expanded
throughout Scott’s tenure. A new
building was constructed in 1991
and then opened a printing facility
in 1995.

At that time he teamed up with
Kevin Slimp, using Adobe Acrobat
software, which was in its infancy,
transmitted and printed a news-
paper entirely from PDF files. This
was the first time in the country
that this had been accomplished.
This process is now the industry
standard.

He decided that he was tired of
the long days and the everyday
stress that went into publishing a
weekly paper and the responsibil-
ity of printing another 15 papers
each week.

In 1999 Scott sold the Indepen-
dent to Albrecht Newspapers in
Cookeville. The urge to get out of
business faded away and he went
on to managing the Independent
for the new owners. He was later
promoted to group publisher.

The Albrechts went on to
purchase the Brownsville
States-Graphic and the Covington
Leader in addition to three newspa-
pers they owned in North Carolina.

The Albrechts sold their
company in 2006 to American
Hometown Publishing, located
in Franklin. Scott continued as
publisher of the Independent and
Group Publisher.

Whaley left Independent in 2013
and went to work for Lakeway
Publishing in Tullahoma as direc-
tor of sales and marketing.

Magic Valley owner, Den-
nis Richardson, purchased the
Tennessee properties in 2019 and
added them to his growing group
of weekly newspapers. Scott went
to work for them and, was once
again the publisher of the Inde-
pendent. He was named group
publisher and went on to serve as
the chief operating officer.

Scott recently purchased back the
Independent in March of this year.
Coming full circle, the newspaper

Whaley

he grew up with was once again
owned by the Whaley family.

He also began Woodie Media, a
consulting company specializing
in print, digital, employee manage-
ment, sales training and working
with businesses to maximize prof-
its without compromising quality.
“I feel like my 50-plus years in this
business has taught me a great deal
about the newspaper industry that
should be shared with others.

He has been involved in TPA
since he was a child and served on
many committees, board of direc-
tors, vice-president and serving as
president in 1997.

“My plan is to continue where
I left off when I sold the paper,”
Whaley said. “I spent most of my
life at the Independent and plan-
ning on retiring there. It’s been a
great career in an industry that’s
near and dear to my heart.”

Barbara Womack

Barbara Womack is in her 53rd
year of journalism. She started
her career with the Knoxville
Journal in 1972 and worked there
until 1991 when the newspaper
closed. She
began working
at the Knoxville
News Sentinel in
1992 and worked
there until 2004.
She is currently
a correspondent
reporter for
Grainger Today
and has worked
for the paper
since it opened in September 2004.

During her career Barbara has
covered local government, Ten-
nessee General Assembly, politics,
elections, education and sports.

A highlight of her career was
covering the Butcher family bank-
ing scandal in the mid-1980s.

“This career has given me
opportunities to go places and do
things I would not otherwise have
had. For example, attending a
Presidential inauguration,” Wom-
ack wrote.

“And I am approaching another
milestone. In September, Grainger
Today will observe its 20th
anniversary of publication. Our
publisher, Ann Cason and I are the
lone remaining originals from the
first edition.”

Womack’s father, Hudson
Womack, also worked for 50
years in the newspaper indus-
try at the Southern Standard in
McMinnville.

Womack
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Newspaper publishers share their feelings about artificial intelligence

My final stop after six straight
weeks on the road - I drove 64
hours between conferences — was
to visit with the members of the
Arkansas Press Association as
they met at Arkansas State Univer-
sity in late June. In addition to the
travel, I spent most of my “free”
time during mid/late June pre-
paring to speak to this group on a
topic that’s hard for many folks to
wrap their heads around: artificial
intelligence.

I understand people’s reluc-
tance to discuss Al. There’s been
a lot of misinformation floating
around, and it’s challenging to
know what’s real and what’s not
when it comes to the subject.
When talking with friends in the
“high-tech” world, I often feel like
they’re trying to sell me on Al,
even though I know more than
most folks about the topic.

Over four weeks, I listened to
lectures by the world’s leading
experts on Al I held focus groups
with folks of various ages, includ-
ing one focus group of profession-
als in the 25-30 age range. I really
wanted to find out what they
know - living under the assump-
tion that younger minds should
know more than me about these
things - that could help me under-
stand what I'm missing. I surely
didn’t want to be embarrassed in
front of an audience in Arkansas.
I even pestered my brother, who is
one of America’s foremost experts
in the area of high technology.

More than 100 newspaper pub-
lishers participated in a survey of

FROM THE
NEews
Guru

Kevin Suimp

community newspapers I distrib-
uted in early June. I primarily
hoped to learn how newspapers
currently use Al and whether
publishers felt its use was advanta-
geous to their papers.

As I'stood in front of the audi-
ence in Arkansas, more seats were
being added to accommodate sev-
eral university faculty members
who learned I would speak that
day. Several of those same faculty
members stayed long afterward
to ask questions and discuss ways
they could use the information I'd
presented with their classes.

I began my discussion by learn-
ing about the group in front of me.
Using a tool that allowed audience
members to respond to questions
on their phones while their re-
sponses appeared immediately on
the large screen, I quickly learned
that the group was very diverse in
ages and job titles. Almost equal
numbers of editors, reporters,
publishers, and university faculty
were represented. Although pres-
ent, there were fewer designers, ad
reps, and others.

Next, I asked the group to enter
(on their phones) the first word
that comes to mind when they
hear the term “artificial intelli-

gence.” Looking at the list on the
screen, it felt like I was looking at
the script of an 80s sci-fi movie.
Words like “terminator,” “war
games,” “robotic,” and “threat” ap-
peared. Audience members were
free to enter any word. There were
no prompts. The three words that
appeared most often were “fake,”
“scary,” and “robot.”

Before getting into the specif-
ics of Al and its origins, I shared
some results of my June survey of
community newspaper publishers.
In a nutshell, we learned that 45
percent of publishers reported
their newspapers had never used
Al at least as far as they knew.
Fifty-five percent responded that
their papers had used Al

And how were they using AI?
Very sparingly, according to their
responses. Respondents were al-
lowed to expand on their answers
and were quick to share how little
or how much they were using Al
tools. The most common tool men-
tioned was ChatGPT (29 percent
responded that their newspaper
had used ChatGPT), followed
closely by newspapers that had
used Al tools in Adobe Photoshop
(20 percent).

Most of the respondents whose
papers had used ChatGPT added
notes in the essay area to be sure I
knew that ChatGPT was not being
used to write stories. ChatGPT was
used for various reasons, includ-
ing getting headline ideas and
background research.

The space allotted for this
column each month doesn’t allow

me to share everything I shared
with the group in Arkansas. You
might be interested to know that
the group left feeling much better
about their knowledge of artificial
intelligence, and some showed me
the pages of notes they had taken
during our time together.

My brother was hesitant to
share too much with me. He plays
an essential role in computing
and high technology in the U.S.
However, he did share a quote
that summed up much of what
I discussed with the group in
Arkansas:

“We shouldn’t be afraid of AL
Just like the internet (when it was

Submitted

new), we knew it could do good
things, and we knew it could do
bad things. There’s no need to be
afraid of it. We can’t stop it, so
we might as well figure out what
parts of Al to use and what parts
of Al to leave alone.”

And that, my friends, concludes
my 800 words for this column.

Kevin Slimp is a consultant,
advisor and trainer in the newspa-
per industry. From 1997-2018, he
directed The Newspaper Institute of
The University of Tennessee. He is
CEO of Market Square Publishing
and Chief Guru at NewspaperAcad-
ermy.com.

OBITUARIES

Donald Napier

Donald Edwin Napier, 74, of
Crossville, passed away at his
home on July 26.

Don was born on July 2, 1950, in
Celina, Tennessee, son of the late
Billy and Edwina Napier.

Don was a publisher and a
member of the Crossville Church
of Christ.

He began his newspaper career
in 1971 and dreamed of owning his
own newspaper. It was while he
was working at the Herald-Citizen
in Cookeville in 1974 that he came
up with the idea of starting a news-
paper in Celina, his hometown.

Several years later he published
the inaugural edition of The Clay

Citizen on
September 16,
1976. In 1983 he
sold the Citizen
to three Kentuck-
ians who also
bought the Clay
Statesman and
combined the two
into the Citi-
zen-Statesman.
Napier continued to serve as execu-
tive editor under the new owners.
He joined the Crossville Chron-
icle as director of marketing in
1988, serving for around five years.
After leaving the Crossville
Chronicle, he began Napier Media
Services and started Crossville Life

Napier

magazine.

He is survived by his wife,
Natalie (Ingram) Napier; daughters,
Lyndi Napier and Laura Napier-Ste-
vens and husband Kyle; brother,
Jack Napier and wife Mara; sisters,
Betsy Holtam and husband Merrill:
Linda Strong and husband Jerry;
and sister-in-law, Pam Napier.

Herald-Citizen and TPA Archives
July 31, 2024

Lois Thomas

Lois Evelyn Reagan Thomas,
retired executive business editor of
The Knoxville News-Sentinel, died
early Thursday morning, July 25,
in hospice care in Maryville. She
was 81.

She came
to work at the
News-Sentinel in
1962 when she
was a student at
the University of
Tennessee. She
wrote the School
Talk column and
was a staff writer
for what was then
the Women’s News Department.
She became a general assignment
reporter for the city staff in 1964.

She covered almost every beat
at the News-Sentinel, including
education, urban affairs, federal
and state courts, and city govern-
ment. She also served as a copy

Thomas

editor and was the first woman
city editor.

She was named business editor
in 1989 and became executive
business editor in 1996. When she
retired, she received numerous
letters from people she had written
about who praised her fairness
and unbiased reporting.

After retirement, she did free-
lance writing, including for the
News-Sentinel.

She was preceded in death by
her husband, Glenn Thomas, her
parents, Francis and John Rea-
gan; and a cousin, Mike Mikles.
Seymour.

Knoxnews.com
July 29, 2024
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Judge OK’d Covenant shooting police records release despite copyright ruling on manifesto

In early July, a Davidson County
judge issued a major ruling in a
public records case involving re-
cords from the police investigation
into the March 2023 shooting at
the Covenant School in Nashville.
Six people were Killed, including
three children.

So what records about the
Covenant school shooting can be
released and when?

There were three major parts of
Chancellor I’Ashea Myles’ ruling.
The part that got the most atten-
tion was her copyright decision.
Myles decided that Nashville
police were prohibited under the
federal copyright law from releas-
ing the so-called “manifesto” and
other writings and video created
by the shooter that police had
retrieved in her car and home.

While this is not the first time
in the United States that copyright
has been asserted to prevent the
release of public records, this may
be the first time a judge has found
that criminal evidence collected
by police and relevant to a homi-
cide can be blocked from release
because it was the intellectual
property of a Killer. Public records
advocates — and those concerned
about police and judicial transpar-
ency — are rightly concerned.

But police have many more
records than just the shooter’s
writings, and these other records
are likely to be of high interest
to those following the Covenant
shooter case.

Some of those documents have
been leaked to a conservative
news outlet, The Tennessee Star.
One of the most interesting leaked
documents is a police summary
of the shooter’s medical records at
Vanderbilt Psychiatric Hospital that
includes notes that she told her doc-
tor or doctors at least three times
she was thinking of being a school
shooter. She also told her doctor
she wanted to Kkill her father.

It is unclear when police will
release these records or infor-
mation about them. Police may
still yet assert that the shooter’s
psychiatric records fall under a
medical record exemption to the
state public records law and refuse
to disclose or even discuss it. But I
think this would be a disservice to
the public.

If the shooter told her psychi-
atric doctors of her plans, an
obvious question is why it was not
reported. Or was it reported and
no one followed up? Or was the

TN CoaLiTioN
FoR OPEN
GOVERNMENT
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information just not taken serious-
ly? Police likely have much more
information, including notes from
interviews with people involved.
All of this should come to light.

This is just one record we know
about because it was leaked. There
could be other consequential
records that would shed light on
what led up to the shooting and
opportunities in which people
could have acted to stop it.

Remember, the public records
requests that started the case
were made in the immediate
weeks after the shooting. But the
investigation continued for more
than a year after that. The judge
reviewed records in camera at an
early point in the investigation. So
many more records have been cre-
ated, some of which may not have
been reviewed by the judge.

One factor could complicate
release of information: an appeal
of the judge’s decision. If the
appeal is limited to the rulings
on the shooter’s writings, police
could go ahead and release other
records that are not the shooter’s
writings.

There are three main parts
to the public records ruling to
consider:

® Investigative records

e School security

¢ Copyright law

Police investigative records

Normally in Tennessee, evidence
collected by police and other parts
of a police investigative file such
as notes and summaries are public

record after a trial and any appeals
are over. If there are no criminal
charges and no public trial, the
information becomes public after
the investigation is over.

In the days following the
March 27, 2023, shooting, police
announced that they believed
the shooter, who was killed by
police at the scene, acted alone.
They also announced they had
recovered a manifesto and other
material in her home. News media
and other organizations began
requesting records. Police refused
to release any records, saying the
case was still under investigation.

On May 1, 2023, the first petition
was filed challenging the police
denial of records, largely arguing
that the investigative exemption
does not apply because police were
not contemplating charging anyone
else and the shooter was dead.
Eventually, there were four sets
of petitioners who filed lawsuits,
including two news organizations
and a state senator.

The judge ruled that Nashville
police properly asserted the in-
vestigative exemption, relying on
declarations by police.

“While this Court is mindful
of the Petitioners’ argument that
if a court were to blindly accept a
bare, unsupported assertion that
some amorphous investigation is
ongoing, this could lead to abuse
of the Rule 16 exception (investi-
gative exception). However, that
is not what Metro has claimed or
asserted in this case. . . . Police
Lieutenant Brent Gibson offered
sworn testimony that the police
are investigating specific points
— whether the assailant received
any assistance with planning the
attack or with weapons purchas-
es, and whether there were any
co-conspirators. . . . Gibson fur-
ther stated under oath that he an-
ticipated the investigation would
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take about four more months to
conclude. This is a far cry from

a scenario in which police might
state only that ‘something’ is
being investigated, and that such
investigation might continue
indefinitely.” (Declaration was on
March 1, 2024.)

Judge Myles ruled that police
had carried its burden of demon-
strating an open investigation and
contemplated criminal proceed-
ings against others. Thus police do
not have to release records until
the investigation is finished.

It should be noted that the
four months estimated by Gibson
were up on June 1. However, in a
mid-June hearing on the case, the
city’s lawyer stated the investiga-
tion was still ongoing but would
be finished “soon.”

School security

When denying access to the re-
cords, police used the investigative
exemption as well as an exemp-
tion related to school security. The
school security exemption made
“information, records, and plans
that are related to school security,
the district-wide school safety
plans or the building level school
safety plans” not open to public
inspection.

Police had said that they intended
to keep confidential some of the

school-specific information found in
the shooter’s writing, such as any
diagrams or building information.

However, arguments about what
should be kept confidential under
this and another school security
statute ballooned after the judge
allowed parents of the Covenant
children (including those who
died as well as those who sur-
vived), the school and the church
to intervene.

These intervenors believed the
release of any of the shooter’s
writings would inspire copycats,
and thus lessen the security of
the Covenant school as well as all
other schools.

The parents, school and church
acknowledged in court that they
had not seen any of the writings
and did not know what was in
them. However, they argued that
statutes related to school security,
including the one police cited, were
broad enough to prohibit the release
of all of the shooter’s writings. The
judge disagreed with some of their
arguments but found that the school
security exemption that was cited
by police could be used to keep the
shooter’s writings confidential.

“[Tlhe General Assembly did
not include any qualification or
limitation for the type of school
security information, records and

See FISHER Page 11
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A shoutout to ‘Super Dave’ Flessner and his 40-plus years at the Times Free Press

Alison Gerber, managing editor of
the Chattanooga Times Free Press,
wrote this column in recognition of
retiring TFP business editor Dave
Flessner. It was originally published
July 6 by the Times Free Press.

Years ago, when I had worked
at the Times Free Press only a few
weeks, I was on the night news
desk and had a question about a
story written by Dave Flessner.
Dave wasn’t in the newsroom and
wasn’t answering his phone (this
was long enough ago that it was
before the era of texting).

“Don’t worry,” said a fellow
editor, “no matter what day of
the week or what time of the day,
Dave will be back in 15 minutes.”

This was not precisely true, but
my colleague’s point was accurate:
Dave spent a lot of time in the
newsroom. A lot.

For decades, his nickname was
“Super Dave” because he could
cover any beat, tackle any story,
and he seemed to know everyone
in Chattanooga. Lately, he’s earned
the nickname “Dave GPT” because
of the vast store of knowledge and
trivia — mostly Chattanooga-cen-
tric — amassed in his brain.

You can ask Dave who ran for
city mayor in 1983, and he’ll not
only tell you but will proceed to
list his accomplishments in office
plus the things that mayor didn’t
get done.

GuEsT
CoLumn

Auison GERBER

Dave Flessner, business editor of
the Times Free Press, has been a
fixture of the Chattanooga Times
and then the Times Free Press
newsrooms for almost 43 years.
He retires on Monday (July 8).

Local journalists see a lot;
multiply that by 43 years (and
maybe throw in an extra decade
given Dave’s work ethic) and
you’re talking about a truly epic
career telling the stories of our
community.

Dave covered a wide range of
stories — from fun stuff like local-
ly made artisanal tequila to very
serious stories such as the billion
gallons of coal ash that caused an
environmental disaster when it
spilled in Kingston, Tennessee.

He’s covered the openings, clos-
ings, and evolutions of countless
local businesses and industries.
He’s recorded the ups and downs
of the local real estate market,
the labor market, energy prices.
He’s reported on the triumphs and
travails of small mom-and-pop
retailers and giant factories.

He’s written hundreds of stories
about the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority alone.

He’s been a reporter, a city
editor, and a projects writer. He
started Edge magazine more than
10 years ago, and for many years
served as its editor without giving
up his day job as business editor
of the six-days-a-week business
section in the TFP.

Dave embodies the best
baby boomer qualities — he’s
hard-working; he’s dependable
and resourceful; he’s generous
with his knowledge; and he takes
real delight in doing work he finds
meaningful.

And despite his vast knowledge
of the Chattanooga area and his tal-
ents as a journalist, Dave is hum-
ble. When I told Dave I was writing
a column about his departure, he
said, “Please don’t overdo it.”

There’s no danger of that. I
could never do Dave’s career
justice in the space this column
occupies.

Dave was raised in Michigan and
educated at two rivals — he got his
undergraduate degree in journal-
ism at the University of Michigan
and then studied economics at
Michigan State, but ultimately
decided he’d rather be a writer
covering the stories of the economy
than working as an economist.

Dave and his wife, Vicky, arrived

Photo by Matt Hamilton, Chattanooga
Times Free Press

Dave Flessner recently retired
after almost 43 years with the
Chattanooga Times Free Press.

in the city in 1980 as newlyweds
after he accepted a job as a business
writer at the Chattanooga Times.

“I thought I’d stay a couple of
years, but I fell in love with Chat-
tanooga. It’s a compelling news
town,” he said.

Dave notes that he got to wit-
ness Chattanooga’s turnaround
story up close and document it as
it unfolded.

In the 1980s, Chattanooga was
floundering, he points out. “I was
writing all the time about the clos-
ing of businesses. It was depress-

ing. There were a lot of stories and
a lot of human drama.”

Now the city is a vibrant, de-
sirable place to be — some might
even call it hip — and regularly
racks up accolades in national
publications. Dave covered the city
when it became the only city in
the Western hemisphere to have
gigabit internet service. Lately,
he’s written about the city’s em-
brace of quantum computing.

Dave has relished chronicling
this change.

At nearly any point in his
career, Dave could certainly have
moved on to a bigger newspaper
in a bigger city if he wished. Chat-
tanooga is fortunate that he grew
to love the city, made it his home
and raised his three kids here.

It’s tough to imagine the Times
Free Press newsroom without
Dave. For as long as any of us can
remember, if he wasn’t here, he’d
be back in 15 minutes. But we also
know he’ll enjoy the well-earned
time with his wife, kids and eight
grandkids.

Thanks, Super Dave, for de-
voting your career to telling the
stories of our community. Thanks
for your steadfastness and your
humor, your generosity and your
endless energy. And hey, if you
ever feel like stopping by to visit,
we’ll be expecting you. Old habits
are hard to break.

Don Napier’s legacy lives on

THOMAS WEAVER
Dale Hollow Horizon
July 30, 2024

The Dale Hollow Horizon is
mourning the loss of its founder and
longtime local media mogul Don
Napier, who passed away here at his
home in Crossville Friday, July 26.

“Don Napier’s contributions to
the Clay County community and
the other communities he served
are immeasurable, and there would
be no Dale Hollow Horizon without
him,” Horizon publisher Jon Weav-
er said of the man who was respon-
sible for establishing the newspa-
per in 2004, which has grown to
become the community’s leading
print, digital, & live-stream media
outlet in less than two decades.

“The Horizon is approaching its
20 year anniversary, all because of
his vision and passion for his home-
town community.

“We thank him for his foresight,
his wisdom, and his love for this
community—all of which have
made the Dale Hollow Horizon
what it is today.”

Napier’s 50-year career began as
a sports reporter for the Cookeville
Herald-Citizen in the early 1970’s,
before he returned home to Celina
to found the Clay Citizen in 1976 at
the age of 26—a weekly newspaper
now known as the Citizen-States-
man, after Napier sold the Citizen
and it was merged with the Clay
Statesman in 1984.

The Clay Citizen was recognized
as the best small newspaper in the
state in 1983 and received numer-
ous awards during its existence.

“Don was a really good friend
and we worked together off and
on for the better part of 40 years,”
Napier’s longtime colleague and
current Horizon contributor Kevin
Donaldson said. “The former Clay

in pages of the

Citizen won so many Tennessee
Press awards while Don owned it.

“What I probably remember most
about him as a professional was that
he was an ‘idea’ man,” Donaldson
continued. “There are few people
who fall in that category.

“Whether it was an idea for a
story or his personal column, a
promotion for a local or regional
business, or for a political candidate,
Don would come up with some-
thing that would work.

“We're already missing him as a
professional, but more as a friend.”

Besides the Citizen and the
Horizon, Napier founded many
other publications—including the
Fairfield Glade Vista and Crossville
Life Magazine. Additionally, he was
on staff at the Nashville Tennes-
sean, Nashville Banner, Crossville
Chronicle, and other newspapers.

He was also successful in public
relations through Napier Media

local newspaper each week

Services, where he developed
promotional campaigns for political
candidates and business clients for
decades.

“In my eyes he is the ‘Godfather’
of local media,” Horizon editor
Thomas Weaver said. “He revolu-
tionized the newspaper industry
here locally and everywhere he
went, he ran campaigns for big
business and successful state-level
politicians, and it amazes me to
look back at what he accomplished
at the time—especially doing it
without the technology we have
today.

“He was way ahead of his time
and set a standard for us all to
follow.”

In addition to his media legacy,
Napier stomped a large footprint on
the world of sports, where he did
his best work.

Napier was not only known for
his sports journalism, but also for

his promotion of local athletes.

He was instrumental in the
founding of the Clay County Sports
Hall of Fame and was voted into
the prestigious club by his peers for
his countless contributions to local
athletics.

“Obviously I may be biased since
he was my uncle, but Don fell into
an elite category of people when it
came to passion for our local sports,
and he carried that passion as a
spectator, player, journalist, and
advocate,” Horizon Sports Network
anchor and local sports historian
Daniel Strong said. “During the
years he ran the paper, no one pro-
moted Clay County’s athletes more
than Don Napier.

“He always made sure that
Cookeville and Nashville knew
about what was happening in Celi-
na and Hermitage Springs,” Strong

See NAPIER Page 10
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plans, which are subject to this
exception. Instead, the exception
is left with a broad construction to
encompass all information related
to the security of any school,”
the judge wrote. “. . .This Court
would be hard pressed to find that
the original and complied (sic)
writings, photos, video content,
information, original and assumed
plans and artwork of an individ-
ual whose intent and plan was
to cause and inflict harm on the
innocent in a school setting would
not be related to school security
and thus exempt from disclosure.”
She noted the two competing ex-
perts relied upon by the parties had
“diametrically opposed views on
the long- and short-term contagion
effects of the writings” but said she
found the arguments surrounding
copycat killers more convincing.
She ruled “that materials and
content created and/or compiled
by (the shooter) as she studied and
devised her plan, not only against
this school but others, is informa-
tion related to school security. This
Court finds the possibility that
these materials could be used by
a copycat shooter. . . . to be a real
security concern for schools here in
Tennessee and across the nation.”
The ruling appears to make all
of the writings and material of the
shooter confidential. The only public
glimpse of the writings comes, again,
from leaked documents published by
The Tennessee Star, which has writ-
ten extensively about the 80 pages
it has received. From this, we know
that not all of her writings have to do
with her specific plans on attacking
the school, but rather her thoughts
and notes about her interactions with
others, including her father, and her
thoughts about herself.

Copyright ruling —

“a matter of first
impression”

The part of the ruling drawing
most attention was about the fed-
eral copyright act.

It is not unusual for police to
use writings or other tangible
material such as audio and video
recordings created by a person
to show motive or intention
in a crime or to discover other
information. This is why they get
search warrants to collect it. You
often see and hear about such
material in a public trial. Prosecu-
tors use it to show intent; defense
attorneys use it to show something
else, maybe insanity.

I was in the courtroom during
a hearing in the case when the
defense lawyer for the shooter’s
parents, David Raybin, appeared.
The shooter’s parents were not a
party to the public records case,
but Raybin told the judge that they
had inherited their daughter’s
writings, that the writings were
intellectual property and that they
planned to transfer the writings to
the parents of the Covenant chil-
dren in a trust. The trustee would
be Brent Leatherwood, one of the
parents of the survivor children.

The purpose of the move was to
allow the Covenant parents to claim
copyright interests and prevent their
release — an interest likely shared
by the shooter’s parents.

It was a stunning announce-
ment. Some described it as a clever
way to keep the so-called manifes-
to confidential.

The judge noted in her ruling
that the arguments in the case
presented “new theories of law.”

“[W]hether a valid copyright is an
exemption to the (Tennessee Public
Records Act) is a matter of first im-
pression in Tennessee,” she said.

Myles reviewed the shooter’s

journals, photographs, artwork,
writings and video which Nashville
police collected during its investiga-
tion and ruled that “some portions
of the materials . . . are the original
works of authorship” of the shooter.

Despite questions raised over
the validity of the steps taken to
assert copyright, the judge agreed
that the shooter’s parents inherited
the shooter’s “intellectual property
interests,” that they had properly
transferred these to the Covenant
children, and that the children’s
parents now had exclusive copy-
right interests.

The state judge also examined
the federal copyright statute. One
of the arguments from those seek-
ing the records was that federal
courts, not state courts, have ex-
clusive jurisdiction over copyright
claims. But this did not deter the
judge from ruling that some of the
shooter’s material, though not all,
met the definition of copyrightable
material. And though she didn’t
identify what specific records fell
under copyright and which didn’t,
she said that police would “abridge
the rights” of the Covenant chil-
dren were they to release the parts
that are covered by copyright.

‘Fair use doctrine’ not an
issue in public records
case, judge says

The petitioners seeking access
to the records, including two news
organizations, also had argued
that the parents could not assert
copyright interests because they
had not registered the federal
copyright. But the judge ruled that
registration is only “germane to the
amount of recoverable damages in
a copyright infringement case” and
not relevant to the public records
case before her in state court.

She also dismissed arguments

Submitted

Parents and others with the Covenant School attend a public records
hearing in June 2024 in a case involving whether police must release
its investigative records into the March 2023 shooting at the school.

(Screenshot from video of hearing.)

made related to the “fair use”
doctrine. The fair use doctrine
favors use of materials protected
by copyright if it is used for crit-
icism, comment, news reporting,
teaching, scholarship or research.
The most important factor in
determining fair use is whether
or not the use diminishes the
market for or value of a copy-
righted work.

The fair use argument, the
judge wrote, is to be brought as
a defense to a federal copyright
infringement action. This also was
not relevant in the public records
case, she found.

The copyright decision could
prove to be most consequential
of the case. Will this be used in
criminal cases going forward to
keep evidence from the public?
Will government start claiming
a copyright interest in materials
to keep confidential information
that it previously would have
released? In immediate terms,
the judge’s failure to specify the
exact documents of the shooter
covered by copyright leaves open
the question of who ultimately
decides. Will it be police? Or the
parents?

What’s next? One or more of the

parties may appeal the ruling to the
Court of Appeals. If so, the case will
continue. If the appeal is limited

to the shooter’s writings and other
material, it’s possible police would
release hundreds of other docu-
ments about their investigation.

If there is no appeal, police will
have to determine if any of the
shooter’s writings can be released.
They may conclude that all of the
material “relates” to school secu-
rity or is intellectual property and
cannot be released under federal
copyright law. But, aside from the
shooter’s writings, I believe the
judge has cleared Nashville police
to release everything else.

These records could include infor-
mation that reveal missed opportu-
nities in stopping the shooter, such
as the leaked psychiatric records
seem to indicate. This is what the
public deserves to know — what we
should be doing differently in as-
sessing threats of school shootings.
We can do nothing for the people
killed, but we can try to prevent
school shootings in the future.

Deborah Fisher is executive
director of Tennessee Coalition for
Open Government (TCOG).
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continued. “As a result, when the
Hall of Fame was being established,
it made perfect sense that Don was
heavily involved and included as
one of its earlier members.

“Being inducted into that broth-
erhood with the local greats he had
grown up watching, played along-
side, and covered was a tremendous
honor to him.”

Napier also took pride in local
history and genealogy, and was
relied upon for his vast knowledge
of all things Clay County, much
of which he obtained through his

work as a journalist.

“He’s been a big part of the mu-
seum throughout the years,” Clay
County Museum of History presi-
dent Beverly Hollifield said, while
Clay County Historic Preservation
Committee (HPC) officials also
lauded him.

“Don Napier was such a con-
tributor to every community with
which he was associated,” HPC
Chair Melissa White said. “He
was the driving force behind what
became the official Clay County
Sesquicentennial logo.

The Napier family includes the
Weaver brothers, who continue

to publish the Horizon and, like
Strong, are nephews of the newspa-
per’s late founder.

“It’s hard to articulate all the
ways this man has affected my
life,” Napier’s protege Jon said.
“We’ve always had a special bond
and I am very grateful to have been
so close to him.”

“Like he did for so many, Unc
(sic) gave us opportunities we
would have never had, and I'm not
just talking about the business,”
Thomas said of he and his brother’s
media mentor. “His nickname was
‘The Giant,” and he was that in so
many ways.”

As a supplement to the tributes
offered by those he mentored and
worked alongside, memories of
Napier have flooded social media
since his death.

“Journalism will miss this
talented man,” one post said, while
another expressed the community
“was a better place with Don Napier
in it.”

“He was an outstanding journal-
ist and citizen of Celina and Cross-
ville,” was also said, along with
someone stating Napier “leaves
behind an impressive professional
legacy.”

But that story is still being

written... as long as words are read,
photos are viewed, and graphic
design is sought after.

Napier’s legacy lives on in the
pages of the Horizon each week.

He will permanently be a part of
every story written, proofed, and
published.

Each ad and layout designed will
forever feature his imprint.

His influence will always appear
in subsequent social media posts.

Broadcasts will eternally exude
his impact.

And vast volumes of archives
will perpetually prove his great-
ness.
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Perspective: Violence should not dim the First Amendment

Before shots were fired, July
13’s rally was a classic example
of the First Amendment at work:
A crowd peaceably assembled
to hear a freely delivered speech
from a leading presidential
candidate — all exercising their
collective right to “petition ... for a
redress of grievances.”

The gunshots that followed de-
fied those very freedoms. But they
did not defile them.

Journalists were there to doc-
ument the horrifying moment for
all of us to witness and to experi-
ence for ourselves. They provided
the photos — including one of a
bullet zooming past former Presi-
dent Donald Trump - that will live
on in history, and they produced
videos that may help law enforce-
ment agencies piece together a full
picture of the crime. People in the
crowd recorded videos showing
the shooter on a nearby building
roof and a police sniper firing in
response.

After absorbing the news,
people across the nation exercised

FREEDOM
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their right to free speech, to speak
truth to power. Through social
media and in-person conversa-
tions, many have challenged gov-
ernment officials on the obvious
failure to protect Trump and those
at the rally.

None of those journalists who
documented the stunning mo-
ments, none of the people who
voiced their opinions, need to fear a
late-night arrest by authorities who
would silence them, or face retribu-
tion or punishment from a govern-
ment stung by their comments. The
First Amendment stands between
them and the government.

In the days after the shooting, the
nation freely debated the respon-
sibility or blame for the incident.

Some have blamed the news media
for stoking emotions, while others
condemn the political and social
voices that dominate the news.

Still others simply see angry
and hateful rhetoric — regardless
of the source — that has divided
a nation and wonder if it played
some part in the shooter’s un-
known motivation.

Republicans and Democrats
alike have called for a resetting
of public rhetoric and of strident
media criticism, of demonizing
political attacks from conservatives
and liberals alike. To be sure, not
everyone abandoned words intend-
ed to inflame the public discourse.

From unsupported charges that
President Joe Biden or the “Deep
State” ordered the attack to blam-
ing Trump for his own injuries
because of National Rifle Associa-
tion support or his inflammatory
position on various social issues,
the extreme right and left polluted
social media. All of that is protect-
ed speech, of course.

Lest the debate tempt us to call

for censorship, recall what U.S.
Supreme Court Justice Robert
Jackson said in the late 1940s: We
should be exposed sometimes to
ideas we find vile and repugnant,
if only to be better prepared to
argue against them.

The Republican National
Convention opened on schedule
two days after the assassination
attempt, with Trump present and
speaking. Democrats will meet
starting Aug. 19. Both demonstrate
that our democratic process moves
forward, even under duress.

Still, citizens and journalists can
rely on the First Amendment to en-
sure the right to challenge the pow-
erful, and ask the probing, difficult
and sometimes impolitic questions
of public officials and private pow-
erbrokers, and voice critical and
controversial comments.

Tough questions and sharp
criticism and the responses and
ideas they provoke are the stuff
of a democratic republic, of active
self-governance, of a nation
engaged in (sometimes angry)

conversations with itself. The
provision for free and open debate,
civil discussion and disagreement
gave the nation’s founders hope.
With those tools, their fledgling
country would use freedom of
expression and freedom of con-
science to self-correct — not just
to survive over time but to thrive.

U.S. Supreme Court Justice Louis
Brandeis wrote in 1927 that “those
who won our independence by rev-
olution were not cowards. They did
not fear political change. They did
not exalt order at the cost of liberty.”

Strong protections for our core
First Amendment freedoms — re-
ligion, speech, the press, assembly
and petition — are a bulwark
against those who would use
violence, repression, censorship
and hatred to extinguish liberty
through force.

Gene Policinski is a senior fellow
for the First Amendment at the Free-
dom Forum. He can be reached at
gpolicinski@freedomforum.org. This
column was edited to fit this space.




