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All meeting photos pages 2 and 3 by Mike Towle, Tennessee Press Association. Photos below include both TPA and TPS meetings held concurrently.

Tennessee Press Association Board Meeting, Wednesday, Feb. 21

Mark Millsap, Tennessee Press Association executive director, led some of the discussion 
during Wednesday’s TPA Board meeting. Chris Vass, Chattanooga Times Free Press, is to 
Millsap’s left.

Daniel Williams (right), TPA president, The Paris Post-Intelligencer, looks and listens to 
board discussion, during the meeting. Michael Williams, also of The Post-Intelligencer, is 
seated next to his son.

Above left: Lindsay Pride, Herald-Citi-
zen, Cookeville, and Darrell Richardson, 
News-Herald, Lenoir City, with Charles 
Primm, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville, in the background. Above 
center: David Plazas, The Tennesse-
an, Nashville. Above right: Michael 
Fishman, Citizen Tribune/Lakeway 
Publishers, Morristown. Below left: 
Alison Gerber, Chattanooga Times Free 
Press. Below right: Sandy Dodson, The 
Bledsonian-Banner, Pikeville. The TPA 
and Tennessee Press Service Boards 
met at midday on Wednesday, Feb. 21, 
to kick off the 2024 TPA Winter Conven-
tion, which was held at the Doubletree 
Nashville Downtown Hotel.
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TPA Foundation Board Meeting, Thursday, Feb. 22

Victor Parkins, The Mirror-Exchange, Milan, presides as 
president  of the TPAF during its board meeting.

Daniel Richardson, The Courier, Savannah, and Richard-
son Media Group, Camden, enjoys some multitasking.

Gregg Jones, The Greeneville Sun, has for years been 
actively involved with TPA and its Foundation.

Those who couldn’t make it to the TPAF meeting 
Zoomed in, hosted by Mark Millsap (top right on screen). 
Clockwise from top left: John Jones Jr., The Greeneville 
Sun; Doug Horne, Republic Newspapers, Knoxville; and 
John Finney (ret.), Buffalo River Review, Linden.

Chris Vass, Chattanooga Times Free Press, seems pleased 
with what she’s hearing at the Thursday a.m. meeting.

Michael Williams, The Paris Post-Intelligencer, was yet 
another early riser for Thursday’s TPAF meeting.

Tennessee Press Association expresses
sincere appreciation to its members, 

associate members, exhibitors and others 
who provided sponsorship and assistance 

with the 2024 Winter Convention!

Sponsors

The Daily News of Memphis
Hamilton County Herald 

The Knoxville Ledger
The Nashville Ledger
West Tennessee News

Holland & Knight
Middle Tennessee State University

Creative Circle Media

Student Sponsor
Tennessee Press  

Association Foundation

Presenters/Panelists
Speaker of the House Cameron Sexton 

Sen. Jack Johnson

TN Attorney General Jonathan Skrmetti

Mike Blinder, Editor & Publisher

Joel Ebert, author

Deborah Fisher, TN Coalition for Open Government

John Geer, Vanderbilt Poll

Alison Gerber, Chattanooga Times Free Press

Caché McClay, The Tennessean

John Montuori, WEHCO Media

Erik Schelzig, author
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2024 TPA Winter Convention Opening Reception with TN General Assembly Members, Wed., Feb. 21
All reception photos by Tony Centonze/For Tennessee Press Association

Left to right: Ben Goad, The Tennessean, Nashville; Robb Harvey, Holland & Knight, Nashville: Da-
vid Plazas, The Tennesean, Nashville; and Rachel Lobdell, Gannett, Brooklyn, NY. The 2024 Winter 
Convention Opening Reception with Legislators was held Wednesday, Feb. 21, at the offices of 
Holland & Knight, Nashville City Center, Nashville.

State Rep. David Hawk (left), Dist. 5, Greene 
County, Greeneville, meets up with Matt 
King, Crux Strategies, Nashville.

State Rep. Brock Martin (left), Dist. 79, parts 
of Carroll, Gibson and Henderson Counties, 
Huntingdon, with Daniel Richardson, Rich-
ardson Media Group, Camden.

Left to right: Richard Rowlett, Rowlett Advertising, Goodlettsville; 
Daniel Richardson, Richardson Media Group, Camden; and State 
Sen. Jeff Yarbro, Dist. 21, part of Davidson County, Nashville.

Chris Vass (left), Chattanooga Times Free 
Press, and  State Rep. Patsy Hazlewood, Dist. 
27, part of Hamilton County, Signal Mountain.

Left to right: Carol Parkins, The Mirror-Exchange, Milan; Noah Bell, 
Nashville; and Holland Parkins, Nashville. The Legislative Reception 
was held at Holland & Knight’s offices, Nashville.

Michael Williams (left), The Paris Post-Intelligencer, and State Rep. 
Tandy Darby, Dist. 76, Weakley County, etc., Greenfield.

State Rep. Ryan Williams, Dist. 42, part of Putnam County, 
Cookeville, and Lindsay Pride, Herald-Citizen, Cookeville.

Megan Lane (left), Lane Government Relations, Nashville, and 
Melanie Millsap, Tennessee Press Association, Nashville.
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All reception photos by Tony Centonze/For Tennessee Press Association

2024 TPA Winter Convention Opening Reception with Tennessee General Assembly Members (Cont. from Page 4)

State Rep. Johnny Shaw (left), Dist. 80, part of Hardeman, Hay-
wood and Madison Counties, Bolivar, and Victor Parkins, The 
Mirror-Exchange, Milan.

State Rep. William Lamberth, Dist. 44, part of Sumner Coun-
ty, Portland, and Dave Gould, Main Street Media of Tennes-
see, Gallatin.

Evonne Williams (left), The Paris Post-Intelligencer, and Cassidy 
Lucas, W.E. Shaw & Associates, Hendersonville.

Linda Austin, Clarksville Living Magazine, and Danny Peppers, 
Stewart County Standard, Dover. They were among the dozens 
present who enjoyed a bountiful offering of tasty hors d’oeuvres.

Daniel Williams (left), TPA president, The Paris Post-Intelli-
gencer, and Tom Hrach, University of Memphis. The annual 
reception has become a tradition for TPA members and state 
legislators to meet and chat in a casual environment.

Ross Colona (left), Tennessee Comptroller of the Treasury, 
Nashville, and Michael Fishman, Citizen Tribune/Lakeway 
Publishers, Morristown.

Deborah Fisher, executive director, Tennessee Coalition for 
Open Government, Nashville, and Ken Jobe, press secretary 
at Tennessee House Democratic Caucus, Nashville.

Keep up with the latest TPA news, developments and calendar of events at tnpress.com

Chelsea Bell and Edwin Carter, who are both with the Tennessee 
Comptroller of the Treasury, Nashville.

Matt King, Crux Strategies, Nashville., and Braydon Pember-
ton, also of Crux Strategies, Nashville.
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Seminars and Presentations, Thursday, Feb. 22 (Top row photos by Mike Towle, all others by Tony Centonze)

Scott Whaley, Magic Valley Publishing, Henderson, listens 
intently during the “Lead from the Front” presentation about 
how successful salespeople communicate clearly, possess 
self-awareness, and can read people.

Dave Gould, Main Street Media, Gallatin, appears to be either 
making a point or asking a question during the “Lead from the 
Front: Revenue Inspired by Empathy” presentation.

John Montuori, director of new business development for WE-
HCO Media led a presentation about how the most successful 
media salespeople seldom suffer from call reluctance.

Deborah Fisher, executive director 
of Tennessee Coalition for Open 
Government, presents on the topic 
of “Transparency in Tennessee.”

Duane Sherrill, The Tullahoma News, 
is a rapt listener as Deborah Fisher 
discusses Tennessee’s open govern-
ment laws.

Alva Johnson, Southern Adventist 
University, Collegedale, also heard 
Fisher explain what’s ahead for pro-
moting transparency in Tennessee. 

Alton Brown, Chattanooga Times 
Free Press, sat in on John Geer’s 
illuminating explanation of a recent 
Vanderbilt Poll about state politics.

John Geer, distinguished professor 
of political science at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, Nashville, discussed recent 
polling by Vanderbilt Poll.

Caché McClay, inaugural Beyonce 
Knowles-Carter reporter for USA 
TODAY Network, describes what 
her new beat entails.

Liz Schubauer, The Tennessean, 
Nashville, listens to McClay explain 
how the Beyonce beat covers a lot of 
ground, not just the concerts.

Davis Arant, University of Memphis, 
seems intrigued by how McClay 
explains the nuances of her beat.

Emily Gibson, Trevecca Nazarene 
University, Nashville, was one of many 
at McClay’s Thursday presentation.

Lilian Onianwa, University of Mem-
phis, listens to McClay, whose jour-
nalism background includes stints at 
Hearst Television, BBC News and TMZ.
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Seminars and Presentations, Thursday, Feb. 22 (Cont. from Page 6 / Photos by Tony Centonze, for TPA)

Aaliyah Cumberbatch, Austin Peay 
State University, Clarksville, sat in 
on Alison Gerber’s presentation.

Jason Martin, The McKenzie Banner, 
settled in for Gerber’s “Give Your 
Newsroom a Digital Boost” session.

Alison Gerber, Chattanooga Times 
Free Press, discussed best practices to 
build digital habits to benefit readers.

Elisabeth Thompson, Tennessee 
Valley Authority, Nashville, listened 
attentively to Gerber’s presentation.

Annabelle Coker, Austin Peay State 
University, Clarksville, was among 
college journalism students present.

State Sen. Jack Johnson, Tennessee 
Senate Majority Leader, discussed 
various issues facing the state and 
TN General Assembly.

Kerri Bartlett, The Tennessean/The 
Daily Herald, Columbia, was among 
the reporters and editors at the Thurs-
day segment for TN Leadership.

Nicole Young, The Tennessean, 
Nashville, attended the Tennessee 
Leadership event that took place 
early Thursday Afternoon, Feb. 22.

Derby Jones, The Williamson 
Herald, Franklin, is taking a photo of 
Sen. Jack Johnson, who represents 
his district.

Cameron Sexton, Tennessee 
Speaker of the House, like Johnson, 
discussed current  state issues and 
engaged in a Q&A with attendees.

Dale Gentry, The Standard Banner, 
Jefferson City, was on hand to hear 
Tennessee AG Jonathan Skrmetti. 

Parker Phegley, University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, focuses in on 
Attorney General Skrmetti.

Jonathan Skrmetti, Tennessee Attor-
ney General, discussed his job and 
ongoing issues involving his office.

Emma Martinez, Lee University, 
Cleveland, Tenn., attended the 
session hosted by Mike Blinder.

Mike Blinder, publisher of Editor and 
Publisher Magazine, hosted the ses-
sion “Stop Overthinking & Just Do It!”
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TPA Thursday Luncheon and Presentations, Feb. 22 (Photos by Tony Centonze/For TPA)

Keynote speakers for the Thursday luncheon were Erik 
Schelzig (left) and Joel Ebert, co-authors of the book “Welcome 
to Capitol Hill: 50 Years of Scandal in Tennessee Politics.”

Scott Brooks, Tennessee Valley Authority, Knoxville; Charles Primm, University of Tennessee, 
Knoxville; and Sandy Dodson, The Bledsonian-Banner, Pikeville, seemed to be enjoying the 
Thursday noon luncheon, one of the main highlights of the 2024 TPA Winter Convention.

Journalism students Charlie Boothe, Lee University, Cleveland, 
Tenn., and Antonia Lopez, Trevecca Nazarene University, Nash-
ville, apparently enjoyed the co-authors’ stories from their book.

Jamie Bowen, Kathy Heuston, and Jazmin Logan, all from Austin Peay State University, Clarks-
ville, looked to be in good spirits for the Thursday luncheon, which was held at Doubletree 
Nashville Downtown Hotel as was most other TPA Winter Convention events.

Zoe Naylor (left) and Kailee Shores, both from Middle Tennessee 
State University, Murfreesboro, were among the estimated 50 
journaliam students and faculty registered for the Convention.

Duane Gang and Liz Schubauer, both with The Tennessean, 
Nashville, likely enjoyed the many anecdotes Schelzig and 
Ebert shared from their well-researched book.

Michael T. Martinez and Caleb Jarreau, both from the  University 
of Tennessee, Knoxville, were among the large contingent of 
college journalism faculty and students at the Convention.

Emily Gibson, Trevecca Nazarene Univ., Nashville, and Hayden 
Kobza, Southern Adventist Univ., Collegedale, were among 
college students and faculty sponsored by the TPA Foundation.


