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Front row, left to right: Front Row: Lindsay Pride and Jim Herrin, Herald-Citizen, Cookeville; Karanja Ajanaku, The New Tri-State Defender, Memphis; Ron Schaming, The Courier, Savannah; Mike Fishman, Citizen Tribune, Morristown; Scott Whaley, Chester County Indepenent, Henderson; Echo Day, The Leader, Covington; Rick Norton, Cleveland Daily Banner, Maria De
Varenne, The Tennessean, Nashville; Gary Estwick, The Leaf-Chronicle, Clarksville; Tena Lee, Main Street Media of Tennessee, Gallatin. Back row: Joe Hurd, The Courier, Savannah; Michael
Williams, The Paris Post-Intelligencer; Danny Peppers, Stewart County Standard, Dover; Rick Thomason, Johnson City Press; Tracey Wolfe, Grainger Today, Bean Station; Craig Harris, Macon County Times, Lafayette; David Plazas, The Tennessean, Nashville; Danny Wade, The Chronicle, Humboldt; Chris Vass, Chattanooga Times Free Press; Josh Cross, Main Street Media of
Tennessee; Patricia Zechman; Southern Standard, McMinnville; Tim Siniard and Kaitlin Gebby, Cleveland Daily Banner; Dale Gentry, The Standard Banner, Jefferson City; Dave Gould, Main
Street Media of Tennessee; and Jeff Farrell, The Mountain Press, Sevierville.

2021 General Excellence Award Presentations

Photos by Donn Jones, Donn Jones Photography / Awards presented by Randy Boyd, UT System President

Group I The Gallatin News

Group II The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City

Group III The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville

Group IV The Daily Times,
Maryville

Group V Chattanooga Times Free
Press

Dave Gould accepts the award
for The Gallatin News, from UT
President Randy Boyd.

Dale Gentry accepts the award for
The Standard Banner, Jefferson
City.

Gary Estwick accepts the
General Excellence award for
The Leaf-Chronicle, Clarksville.

The Daily Times’ Todd Foster sent a
solicited selfie after not being able
to attend the awards luncheon.

Chris Vass accepts the plaque
for the Chattanooga Times Free
Press.
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UT, Tennessee Press Association announce 2021 newspaper contest winners
STAFF REPORTS
August 27, 2021

Newspaper publishers, editors,
writers and designers won top
awards Aug. 27 in the Tennessee
Press Association’s 2021 newspaper
contest cosponsored by the University of Tennessee System, which
has been a part of the annual event
since 1940.

Index to First-Place Entries

General Excellence
Group I. The Gallatin News
Group II. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Group III. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Group IV. The Daily Times,
Maryville
Group V. Chattanooga Times
Free Press
Pages 16-17

Make-Up & Appearance
I. Humboldt Chronicle
II. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
III. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
IV. Bristol Herald-Courier
V. Chattanooga Times Free Press
Pages 19-20

Best Single Editorial
I. Grainger Today,
Bean Station

and the Gallatin News won the top
general excellence awards in their
respective divisions at the association’s ceremony, held in Franklin,
Tennessee. Points were awarded for
each entry, and general excellence
honors were based on the newspaper’s total points in their division.
The Tennessean (Nashville) won
12 first-place awards. The Bristol
Herald Courier and the Daily Times

“Protestors are part of our
community”
Nathan Baker, Rick
Thomason, and Sam Watson
Page 15

Best News Photograph

V. News Sentinel, Knoxville
“Fight against COVID-19
demands united front”
Joel Christopher, Donna
Cruze, and David Plazas
Page 18

Best Personal Humor
Column
I. Chester County
Independent, Henderson
“The evil crossbows and saga of
my uncles’ thumbs”
Steve Oden
Page 23

Page 12

II. Crossville Chronicle
“Other Tennesseans could be
honored”
Heather Mullinix
Page 13

III. The Nashville Ledger
“Twisting religion to fit
argument against refugees”
Joe Rogers
Page 14

I. Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough

Page 9

II. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
“Utter devastation”
Dallus Whitfield
Page 10

III. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro,
“Mom creates support group
after son’s overdose death”
Helen Comer
Page 11

IV. Johnson City Press

V. The Tennessean, Nashville

“For Daisy Duke, all space is
personal”
Joe Avento
Page 26

V. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
“No McDonald’s, No Taco Bell on
Signal Mountain”
Mark Kennedy
Page 27

each won two awards this year. The
Meeman Foundation was established
in 1968 at UT to fund the contest,
provide professional critiques of journalists’ work, and support journalism students and educators.
Reciprocal judging is done with
another state’s association. This
year, the New Jersey Press Association judged 1,208 entries from 79 of
the TPA’s 131 member newspapers.

Robbie O’Daniel
Page 28

II. Hendersonville Standard
Page 23

V. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
“Echoes of Easter”
Robin Rudd

“Rescue helps save couple . . . ”
Larry McCormack
Page 13

Best Feature Photograph
I. Robertson County Times,
Springfield
“Night of song, dance . . . ”
Matthew Diggs
Page 21

II. Crossville Chronicle

Page 24

Best Sports Photograph
I. The Courier News, Clinton
“Living out every baseballer’s
dream”
Tony Cox
Page 25

Page 22

Page 28

“Missing Harley”
Rick Norton
Page 29

IV. The Daily Times, Maryville
“The UnRebel”
Buzz Thomas
Page 29
“Finding empathy“

Page 25

III. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
“Riverdale coach runs down the
sideline”
Helen Comer
Page 25

IV. Bristol Herald Courier
“Explsoive farewell”
David Crigger
Page 26

Joe Rondone
Page 27

III. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville

Best Personal Column

“The Lost Class”
Henry Taylor

“Trust, but verify . . .”

I. The LaFollette Press

Tena Lee

V. The Tennessean, Nashville

“Jets survive late push”
Michael Lindsay

V. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis

“Proud to be an American”
Rebekah Beeler

“Looking the other way not an
option with children”

III. Cleveland Daily Banner

II. Crossville Chronicle

“Outrage . . . and solutions”
Jonathan Roberts

“Who was that masked woman?”
Chris Menees
Page 24

IV. Johnson City Press

Page 22
“All smiles”
Jonathan Roberts

“Say my name”
Scott Smith

Page 12

“It’s best to joke about getting old’”
Lisa Hobbs
Page 25

each won nine first-place awards.
The Chattanooga Times Free Press
and the Knoxville Ledger each
received eight first-place awards.
As part of the annual contest,
newspapers winning first-place
awards in the categories of editorials,
best single editorial, and public service received $250 prizes from UT’s
Edward J. Meeman Foundation. The
Tennessean and the Daily Times

IV. Johnson City Press

II. Union City Daily Messenger

III. Southern Standard,
McMinnville

“If it’s broke, fix it”
Tracey Wolfe

IV. Johnson City Press

This year’s awards ceremony,
held at the Franklin Cool Springs
Marriott in Franklin, Tenn., marked
a return to an in-person event after
the 2020 award announcements
were made virtually because of
COVID-19 concerns.
The Chattanooga Times Free
Press, the Daily Times (Maryville),
the Leaf-Chronicle (Clarksville), the
Standard Banner (Jefferson City)

LeBron Hill
Page 30

Headline Writing
Page 32

I. The Dickson Post
Ivan Aronin

II. The Knoxville Ledger
Lyle Graves

III. Southern Standard,
McMinnviller
Seth Wright

IV. Citizen Tribune,
Morristown
John Gullion

V. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Staff
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Complete list of 2021 Contest winners

General Excellence
Group I. The Gallatin News

Group II. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Group III. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Group IV. The Daily Times,
Maryville
Group V. Chattanooga Times
Free Press
(Editor’s note: Judge’s comments edited and deleted as
necessary for space. Mention of all
award winners took priority.)

Breaking News Coverage
Group 1
1. Main Street Nashville
Laurie Everett, Jared Felkins,
Jenny Ciali, Roger Fregoso, Pam
Wingett
Judge’s comments: A thorough
examination from both a regional
and local perspective on a series
of tornados that struck the area.
Readers got an overview of the
damage caused by the tornados
as well as how the community
was reacting to the disaster.
2. Carthage Courier
Eddie West
Judge’s comments: An extraordinary amount of detail on the
timing, damage and activity
surrounding the tornados. The
track of these tornados, their characteristics and the dollar amount
of the damage were presented
with clear, concise writing and
reportage.
3. The Erwin Record
Richard Rourk
Judge’s comments: At a time
when Covid has dominated the
nation and news coverage, The
Erwin Record explored the local
impact of the pandemic.

Group 2

1. The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Ken Walker
Judge’s comments: Detailed account of the incident in this truly
breaking news story is what made
this the top entry in this category.
Nice job!
2. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: Going the
extra mile to contact the American Meteor Society and inform
readers of details like the size of
typical meteor made a “social
media” story into an informative
article.
3. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steve Marion
4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Xavier Smith,
Dallus Whitfield, Angie Mayes,
Laurie Everett, Jason Reynolds
5. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Laurie Everett,
Dallus Whitfield

Group 3
1. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Lindsay Pride, Kate Cook, Jack
McNeely
Judge’s comments: Really nice
reporting and writing. Good mix
of voices and great details in the
mainbar.A Titans shirt, a flip-flop
and 2x4s.
2. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark, Lisa Hobbs
Judge’s comments: Deep and
important coverage of an awful,
awful story. The mainbar was well
organized and easy to follow. I
also liked the questions and how
they were presented.
3. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Paige Stanage, Ben Wheeler

4. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel

4. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard

5. The Courier, Savannah
R. Kelly Jordan

5. Southern Standard,
McMinnville

Submitted photos solicited of first-place winners for use in this section, also seen on some following pages

Top left: Ken Walker, The Paris Post-Intelligencer, first place, Group II, Best Breaking News Coverage. Top right:
Angie Mayes, The Wilson Post, Lebanon, first place shared with others, Group II, Best News Reporting and Best
Investigative Reporting. Bottom left: David Crigger, Bristol Herald Courier, first place, Group IV, Best Sports
Photograph, shown on the job and loaded for bear. Bottom right: Andrew Jones, The Daily Times, Maryville,
Group IV, first place, Public Service and Local Features along with other staff contributors.

James Clark

Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
Robert Sorrell
Judge’s comments: Great inter-

view with teenage victim, would
have liked interview and information should have been included in
lead or at least top of story.

Judge’s comments: Nice writing
that puts reader in the death
chamber

2. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
Robert Moore

3. Bristol Herald Courier
See WINNERS, Page 4
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Past UT-TPA State Press Contests Sweepstakes and General Excellence Winners
From TPA Archives

A points-based Sweepstakes
Award was established in 1999. In
2006 the category of General Excellence became a points-based award
and replaced the Sweepstakes
Award. The newspaper in each of
the five contests divisions (Groups
I, II, III, IV and V) with the highest
total points in its group receives the
General Excellence Award.

1999 Sweepstakes Award
I – Chester County Independent,
Henderson
II– The Review Appeal, Franklin
III – The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV – The Tennessean, Nashville

2000 Sweepstakes Award
I – Chester County Independent,
Henderson
II – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
III– The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV – The Tennessean, Nashville

2001 Sweepstakes Award
I – The Rutherford Courier,
Smyrna
II– Southern Standard,
McMinnville
III– The Leaf-Chronicle, Clarksville
IV – The Tennessean, Nashville

III – The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV – Chattanooga Times Free Press

IV – The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis

2003 Sweepstakes Award

2008 General Excellence

I – The Erwin Record
II– Southern Standard,
McMinnville
III – The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV– The Tennessean, Nashville

I – The Erwin Record
II – Memphis Business Journal
III – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
IV – The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
V – The Tennessean, Nashville

2004 Sweepstakes Award
I – The Erwin Record
II– Southern Standard,
McMinnville
III – The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV – The Tennessean, Nashville

2005 Sweepstakes Award
I – The Erwin Record
II – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
III – The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
IV – The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis

2006 General Excellence
I – The Erwin Record
II– LaFollette Press
III – The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
IV – The Tennessean, Nashville

2002 Sweepstakes Award

2007 General Excellence

I – Chester County Independent,
Henderson
II– Southern Standard,
McMinnville

I – The Erwin Record
II – The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
III – The Daily Herald, Columbia

WINNERS, from Page 3

well-executed. It included important early details that were not noted in other coverage. The writing
was tight and impactful.

Robert Sorrell
Judge’s comments: Overall informative report, but would have
been good to include more local
voices of people fleeing or trapped
4. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones
5. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Staff
Judge’s comments: The coverage
plan looked well-organized and

2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Ben Benton, Wyatt Massey,
Mary Fortune, Robin Rudd,
Meghan Mangrum, Dave Flessner, Mark Wiedmer
Judge’s comments: The coverage
of this tragic event was commendable in light of the number of
reporters available to cover. They
delivered a depth of coverage that
would be been expected from a
much larger staff.
3. The Tennessean, Nashville

2009 General Excellence
I – The Erwin Record
II – The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
III – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
IV – The Daily Herald, Columbia
V – The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis

2010 General Excellence
I – The Erwin Record
II – The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
III – Shelbyville Times-Gazette
IV– The Jackson Sun
V – The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis

2011 General Excellence
I – The Erwin Record
II – The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
III – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
IV– The Jackson Sun
V– The Tennessean, Nashville

Staff

Best Business Coverage
Group 1
1. Cheatham County Exchange,
Pleasant View
Ivan Aronin, Sean Barry, Randy
Moomaw
Judge’s comments: Broad range
of community-focused stories.
I connected with some of these
businesses and I hope they?thrive
so I can visit, especially Mugs Coffee Hut and the Hateful Chicken.
2. Hamilton County Herald,
Chattanooga
David Laprad

2012 General Excellence

I – Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough
II – (a tie) Gallatin News Examiner
and Grainger Today, Bean Station
III – Southern Standard,
McMinnville
IV – The Jackson Sun
V– The Tennessean, Nashville

2013 General Excellence
I – Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough
II – (a tie) The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City, and Manchester
Times
III – Elizabethton Star
IV – The Jackson Sun
V – The Tennessean, Nashville

2014 General Excellence
I – The Erwin Record
II – The LaFollette Press
III – Elizabethton Star
IV – The Jackson Sun
V – Chattanooga Times Free Press

2015 General Excellence
I – (a tie) Independent Herald,
Oneida and The Portland Leader
II – The Wilson Post, Lebanon
III– Southern Standard,
McMinnville
IV – The Jackson Sun
V – Chattanooga Times Free Press

III – The Lebanon Democrat
IV – The Jackson Sun
V – Chattanooga Times Free Press

2017 General Excellence
I – The Gallatin News
II – The Wilson Post, Lebanon
III – (Tie) The Daily Herald,
Columbia, and The Lebanon
Democrat
IV – Johnson City Press
V – The Tennessean, Nashville

2018 General Excellence
I – Independent Herald, Oneida
II – The Standard Banner, Jefferson
City
III – The Nashville Ledger
IV – Bristol Herald Courier
V – The Tennessean, Nashville

2019 General Excellence
I – The Gallatin News
II – Hendersonville Standard
III – The Nashville Ledger
IV – Johnson City Press
V – Chattanooga Times Free Press

2020 General Excellence

I – The Portland Leader
II – The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City

I – Hamilton County Herald,
Chattanooga
II – Knoxville Ledger
III – The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
IV – Johnson City Press
V – Chattanooga Times Free Press

3. The Dickson Post
Ivan Aronin, Sean Barry, Randy
Moomaw, Sharon Lurie

2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steve Marion, Mark Brown

4. Portland Sun
Sherry Mitchell, Bonnie Fussell

3. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell,
Josh Cross, Jennifer Perry, Vivian
Jones

2016 General Excellence

5. The Courier, Savannah
R. Kelly Jordan, Linda White,
Ron Schaming

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Kylie Hubbard, Nancy Henderson, Joe Morris
Judge’s comments: Outstanding
style and color. Loved the variety
of stories.

4. Murfreesboro Post
Ivan Aronin, Jason Reynolds,
Tayla Courage, Monte Hale
5. The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Ken Walker, Daniel Williams,
Glenn Tanner

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
See WINNERS, Page 6
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Above left: Daniel Guy, Cleveland Daily Banner, first place, Group III, Public Service shared, and his editor Watson.
Above right: Daniel Guy, encore performance, with Nobi, as in Obi Wan Kenobi, another of his Devon Rex cats.

Above photo: Buzz Thomas, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place,
Group IV, Best Personal Column.

Above left: Danny Wade, The Humboldt Chronicle, first place, Group I, Makeup and Appearance, shared with
others. Above right: Heather Mullinix, Crossville Chronicle, first place, Group II, Best Single Editorial.

Above ‘selfie’ photos, left to right: Corey Roepken, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Best Sports Writing, shared with others; Henry Taylor, The Leaf-Chronicle, Clarksville,
first place, Group III, Best Feature Photograph; Taylor Vortherms, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Best Sports Coverage and Best Sports Writing, shared with others;
Marcus Fitzsimmons, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Best Sports Coverage, shared with others.
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Above photos, left to right: Melanie Tucker, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Local Features, shared with others; Michael Lindsay, Crossville Chronicle, first place, Group II,
Best Sports Photograph; Mike Sisco, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Editorials; Troy Provost-Heron, The Daily Times, Maryville, first place, Group IV, Best Sports Coverage
and Best Sports Writing, both shared with others.

WINNERS, from Page 4
Tom Wood, Catherine Mayhew, Hollie Deese, Joe Morris
2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jimmy Settle, Jennifer Babich
3. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark
4. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Scott Broden, Nancy
DeGennaro, Cecil Joyce
5. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard, Rick Norton

Group 4

1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Cassandra Stephenson
2. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Ted Evanoff, Max Garland,
Corinne Kennedy, Desiree Stennett, Jennifer Chandler, Laura
Testino
3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Ryan Wilusz

Digital Presentation
Group 1
1. Carthage Courier
Bob Stangenberg
2. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Ann Cason

Group 2

1. Bristol Herald Courier
Tim Dodson, Leif Greiss, David
McGee, Robert Sorrell, Joe
Tennis

1. Crossville Chronicle
Michael Lindsay

Judge’s comments: Comprehensive coverage of business issues,
with excellent use of charts and
graphics to animate the stories.

Judge’s comments: The reporter
captured the events well through
photo and video, presenting it in a
clean, clear format.

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones

2. The Herald-News, Dayton
Abby Shaw, Ernie Harris

Judge’s comments: Solid coverage of local business news stories
that have a direct and immediate
impact on the local community.

Judge’s comments: The journalists
captured a wonderful smattering
of faces and stories and created a
moving product.

Group 5

Group 3

1. The Greeneville Sun
Cicely Babb, Brian Cutshall,
Eugenia Estes, Scott Jenkins, Ken
Little
Judge’s comments: Excellent all
around. Coverage, journalism and
presentation was well done.
2. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Joe Spears, Nancy DeGennaro,
Scott Broden, Helen Comer
Judge’s comments: Good package. Well written.
3. Cleveland Daily Banner
Trena Bailey, Patty Hawkins,
Carrie Pettit, Gwen Swiger, Autumn Hughes

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Staff
2. Bristol Herald Courier
Sports staff, David McGee

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Staff
Judge’s comments: Excellent
breadth of coverage. Moving
recordings and photos. Clear
packaging of your storytelling for
full impact. You can see a staff
that pulled together on a trying
day.

2. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Brenna McDermott, Mary
Ann Lawrence, Craig Johnson,
William Austin, Ray Soto, Joel
Christopher
Judge’s comments: Love this
method of storytelling. It brings
an unexpected presentation to
a newsworthy subject to draw
readers in.
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Allison Collins, Elizabeth Fite,
Wyatt Massey

Best Education Reporting
Group 1
1. The Courier, Savannah
R. Kelly Jordan, Linda White,
Ron Schaming
Judge’s comments: Kelly Jordan
consistently provides excellent
coverage of a broad range of education-related news. Linda White’s
back to school story had me from
the opening graph, all the way
through.
2. The Dickson Post
Ivan Aronin, Sean Barry, Randy
Moomaw, Casey Patrick
Judge’s comments: Ya’ll don’t make
it easy, do you? Loved Sean Barry’s
nut graph on the Students Room
to the Classroom and I wish I had
gone to school at Hampton with the
amazing teaching legacy there.

3. The Courier News, Clinton
Ken Leinart
4. Main Street Nashville
Laurie Everett, Jenny Ciali,
Jared Felkins
5. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Kylie Hubbard, Tom Wood,
Nancy Henderson, Hollie Deese
Judge’s comments: This is a terrific entry. It’s strength is that the
reporters went to great lengths to
get multiple sources beyond the
administrators and did a wonderful job incorporating students. The
writing is excellent and engaging.
2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steve Marion, Mark Brown,
Dale Gentry, Nina Essington
Judge’s comments: A nice mix of
coverage with generally strong
writing. The entry did an outstanding job of covering the debate over consolidating the local
schools -- always a challenge with
emotional readers.
3. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: Touched on
See WINNERS, Page 7
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WINNERS, from Page 6
several interesting issues, from
food insecurity, school supply cost
relief for teachers and the school
district hiding behind HIPPA on
disclosing the number of Covid
cases in school.
4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Angie Mayes,
Xavier Smith, Laurie Everett,
Jason Goolesby, Dallus Whitfield
5. Main Street Clarksville
Cheri Reeves, Jared Felkins,
Brady McAtamney, Amy McCarty

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Kathy Carlson, Hollie Deese
Judge’s comments: Three comprehensive and superlative stories.
2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton, Kaitlin Gebby
Judge’s comments: The writers
had distinctive voices and considerable empathy for their subjects.

Monica Kast

Best Feature Photograph
Group 1
1. Robertson County Times,
Springfield
Matthew Diggs
Judge’s comments: A poetic image makes great use of “unavailable light.”
2. The Courier, Savannah
Linda White
Judge’s comments: This image
of our national predicament has
a surreal dreamlike quality that
elevates it above the others.
3. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Tracey Wolfe
4. Carroll County News-Leader,
Huntingdon
Shirley Nanney
5. News-Herald, Lenoir City
Jeremy Nash

Group 2

3. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Jim Herrin, Lindsay Pride

1. Crossville Chronicle
Rebekah Beeler

4. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich

Judge’s comments: Nice job at
capturing the moment.

5. The Jackson Sun, Jackson
Lasherica Thornton

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Amy Beth Miller
Judge’s comments: Plenty of very
good, relevant stories for parents,
teachers and taxpayers.
2. Bristol Herald Courier
David McGee, Sarah Wade,
Leif Greiss
Judge’s comments: Some very
good stories with some that required a little more reporting.

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Meghan Mangrum
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Wyatt Massey, Meghan Mangrum
3. News Sentinel, Knoxville

Associated Press 2021 Tennessee Photo of the Year
Winner: Andrew Nelles, The Tennessean, Nashville

2. The Tullahoma News
Zach Birdsong
Judge’s comments: Wonderful
expression and you really feel the
joy the subject is feeling.
3. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steven Lloyd

Photo by Tony Centonze, for TPA

Maria De Varenne, executive editor
of The Tennessean, Nashville,
accepts the Associated Press award
from Adam Yeomans, AP, Nashville,
on behalf of photographer Andrew
Nelles during the TPA State Press
Contests Awards Luncheon, held
Aug. 27 at the Franklin Cool Springs
Marriott, Franklin, Tenn.

photo of Macklin showing emotion. The photographer knew
where to go for the best angle.
3. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark
4. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Helen Comer
5. The Nashville Ledger
Michelle Morrow

Group 4

Photo by Andrew Nelles, The Tennessean, Nashville

Protestor Wesley Somers starts a fire at the Metro Courthouse in
Nashville, May 30, 2020, after a demonstration over the death of George
Floyd, a black man who was killed by police in Minneapolis. Somers was
charged with malicioius destruction of property using fire or explosives
in connection with the courthouse fire.

5. The Daily Times, Maryville
Scott Keller

Group 5
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Robin Rudd

2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
C.B. Schmelter

4. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Dale Gentry
5. Carthage Courier
Ken Beck, Shea Haile

Judge’s comments: So emotional. Wonderful composition and
showing the emotion.

5. The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Shelby Frye

Judge’s comments: Well done!
Great storytelling. The images you
selected tell the story and you captured some wonderful moments.

3. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Ariel Cobbert

Judge’s comments: This entry was
the clear winner. Great idea, beautiful portraits, shows the work of a
great photojournalist.
2. The Jackson Sun
Stephanie Amador
Judge’s comments: Great main

2. Bristol Herald Courier
Andre Teague

3. Crossville Chronicle
Caroline Selby
Judge’s comments: I really
appreciated the commitment to
full-page design in this entry.

1. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts

1. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Henry Taylor

Judge’s comments: Smart, stark
and eye-popping covers. Great
design.

Judge’s comments: Excellent.
Composition, colors, silhouette all
add to a wonderful image.

4. Union City Daily Messenger
Donna Ryder

Group 3

Mike Hopey

Graphics and/or
Illustrations
Groups I, II, III

Groups IV, V
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Matt McClane, Clay Bennett,
Cindy Deifenderfer

Judge’s comments: Good composition and use of selective
focus. Great timing to capture the
moment.

1. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Robert Turner

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
Abby Potter, Marcus Fitzsimmons

3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Tom Sherlin

Judge’s comments: Well-drawn,
funny and poignant cartoons
from a clear veteran with a voice.
Bravo!

3. The Tennessean, Nashville
Tim Riethmiller, Merry Eccles,
Erin Baker Crabb, Brian Gray, KC
Schaper, Také Uda

4. Bristol Herald Courier
David Crigger

2. The Knoxville Ledger

See WINNERS, Page 8
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WINNERS, from Page 7

residents concerned about the
impact the development could have
on the community.

4. Bristol Herald Courier
Chelsea Gillenwater, David
Thometz, Sarah Wade

3. The Humboldt Chronicle
Danny Wade

Best News Photograph
1. Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough
Lisa Whaley

Judge’s comments: A smart package of stories, coming at the news
of the Tyson hatchery from every
angle. The coverage is not only
thorough, but very readable and
relevant to the audience.

2. Manchester Times
John Coffelt

4. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel

3. Crockett County Times, Alamo
Cynthia Kilburn

5. The Courier, Savannah
R. Kelly Jordan

Group 1

4. The Dickson Post
Marty Allison
5. Carroll County News-Leader,
Huntingdon
Shirley Nanney

Group 2
1. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Dallus Whitfield
Judge’s comments: A variety of
images and angles include the
aftermath of the destruction of
property and the reactions of the
victims.
2. The Tullahoma News
Zach Birdsong
Judge’s comments: Localizing
national news this energetic c/u
juxtaposes the expression of the
child with the sign and the emotional speaker with the bullhorn
at the BLM pre-march rally
3. New Tri-State Defender,
Memphis
Gary S. Whitlow
4. The Tullahoma News
Zach Birdsong
5. Hendersonville Standard
Rick Murray

Group 3
1. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Helen Comer
Judge’s comments: Good emotion—good tight, clean composition.
2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Henry Taylor

Group 2
Photo by Donn Jones, Donn Jones Photography

Randy Boyd, University of Tennessee system president, gave opening
remarks at the Aug. 27 TPA State Press Contests Awards Luncheon held
at the Franklin Cool Springs Marriott, in Franklin, Tenn.

3. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Henry Taylor
4. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Jack McNeely
5. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Helen Comer

Group 4
1. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts
Judge’s comments: Well executed.
Composition is really nice and the
colors really add to the mood of
the image.
2. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts
Judge’s comments: Great job under a stressful situation in capturing the moment. Well composed.
Color balance is off but I am not
sure if that is on the print side or
photo toning.
3. Bristol Herald Courier
David Crigger
4. Bristol Herald Courier
David Crigger
5. The Daily Times, Maryville
Scott Keller

Group 5

1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Larry McCormack
Judge’s comments: Really like the
emotion and storytelling.
2. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Max Gersh
Judge’s comments: Well done.
Nice job of capturing the moment.
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Troy Stolt

Best News Reporting
Group 1
1. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: Vital, comprehensive coverage of the nursing
home crisis and how it played out
at one facility. The stories not only
detail the devastating impact of
the pandemic as it raged through
the nursing home, but also,
through the use of sources, reveal
disturbing details.
2. The Dickson Post
Sean Barry, Ivan Aronin
Judge’s comments: Informed,
insightful reporting on a proposed
fuel terminal, looking at the issue
from all sides. The package of
stories is essential reading for area

2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard, Kaitlin Gebby
3. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich, Alexis Clark
4. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark, Lisa Hobbs
5. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Joe Spears, Nancy DeGennaro,
Brinley Hineman, Scott Broden,
Helen Comer, Brett Kelman

Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
David McGee

1. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Laurie Everett,
Xavier Smith, Dallus Whitfield,
Angie Mayes, Tommy Bryan

Judge’s comments: Dense reporting on a complicated issue involving politics, tribal lands and state/
local economics. Well done.

Judge’s comments: The entire staff
deserves credit for covering every
aspect of the devastating tornado
that hit Wilson County. But Laurie
Everett’s work telling individual
stories in such a compelling manner made this entry stand out.

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones

2. Murfreesboro Post
Ivan Aronin, Jason Reynolds
Judge’s comments: Follow the
money. And Ivan Aronin and Jason Reynolds did. In a methodical
way, the reporters doggedly kept
on the loose-and-fast way the
Ketrons played with their political
piggy bank.
3. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: The reporters
did a really good job following
through this case and letting
readers get to understand the life
of service of this fallen officer and
the heartbreak of leaving a young
daughter behind.
4. The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Tommy Priddy, Ken Walker,
Shelby Frye
5. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Josh Cross, Sherry
Mitchell

Group 3
1. The Mountain Press,
Sevierville
Jeff Farrell

Judge’s comments: Excellent job
sniffing this one out through public records. Nice work.
3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones, Melanie Tucker
Judge’s comments: This is a deeply
underreported issue in many communities. Excellent work highlighting those given few choices during
a tough time.
4. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts, David
Floyd, Brandon Paykamian,
Becky Campbell
5. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
Robert Moore

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Natalie Allison
Judge’s comments: This meritorious work by Natalie Allison
and The Tennessean stood out
for its significance to readers, its
timeliness and social import and
the efforts made throughout the
sustained reporting to put it in
historical context, but also in the
context of current events across the
South. The narrative respected and
conveyed all political views, but
did a particularly nice job of giving
voice to an under-represented
See WINNERS, Page 9
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First place award
Best News
Photograph
Group I
Lisa Whaley –
Herald & Tribune, Jonesborough

portion of the community. It captured passionate political debate,
but also the behind-the-scenes
maneuvering and shifting political
sentiments that ultimately brought
long-overdue action on this issue.

TPA Public Notice Journalism
Contest award goes to O’Daniel

2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Ben Benton, Wyatt Massey,
Mary Fortune, Dave Flessner,
Sarah Grace Taylor, Rosana
Hughes
Judge’s comments: While coverage
of a storm event might ordinarily
be viewed as more of a breaking
news event, the degree of devastation left by tornado damage and
the impact on human lives and
entire communities merited consideration in this category as well. The
quality and breadth of coverage is
impressive, given the size of staff.
The examination of why county-level alerts didn’t go out for
the tornadoes was a particularly
valuable public service.

Photo by Tony Centonze for TPA

Robby O’Daniel of The LaFollette Press receives the TPA 2020 Public
Notice Journalism Contest award from outging TPA president Daniel
Richardson, Carroll County News Leader, Huntingdon, on Aug. 27 at the
UT-TPA State Press Contests Awards Luncheon in Franklin, Tenn. O’Daniel won for his May 14, 2020 story headlined “Public Notice Redo,” which
reported how the Lafollette City Council had unanimously approved a
liquor tax ordinance without legally-required public input.

3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Jamie Satterfield

1. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee

Judge’s comments: The News
Sentinel brings deserved scrutiny
to glaring discrepancies between
the official findings of an internal
investigation into the fatal shooting of a 19-year-old man by a
deputy and what body cam video
and autopsy results reveal.

Judge’s comments: Powerful and
well-written. Raises difficult questions that have no easy answers.

Best Personal Column
Group 1
1. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel
Judge’s comments: Good job of
making an explicit point without
making the reader feel personally
attacked.
2. The Courier News, Clinton
Ken Leinart
Judge’s comments: A good,
conversational read that adds a
personal touch to the standard
Memorial Day column.
3. The Leader, Covington
Echo Day
4. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel
5. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Logan Watson

Group 2

2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Mark Brown

Group 3

Juli Watson Neil

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Buzz Thomas
2. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion
3. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion

1. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton

4. The Daily Times, Maryville
Steve Wildsmith

Judge’s comments: A touching
tribute to a great friend. Well-written, heartfelt, heartbreaking and
warm. Bravo!

5. Bristol Herald Courier
Joe Tennis

2. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Jim Herrin

1. The Tennessean, Nashville
LeBron Hill

Judge’s comments: We all need a
good cry sometimes. A cathartic
read, smart and relatable writing.
Great work.

Judge’s comments: Interesting
and very timely. A well written
piece on a very important topic.

3. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton
Judge’s comments: Sometimes it’s
the little things that leave such a
lasting impact. This story achieves
a similar effect. Terrific.
4. The Greeneville Sun
Scott Jenkins
5. The Mountain Press,
Sevierville

Group 5

2. The Tennessean, Nashville
Brad Schmitt
Judge’s comments: A well-done
look at recovery in a lively, interesting format.
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Mark Kennedy

Best Personal Humor
See WINNERS, Page 10
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First place award
Best News
Photograph
Group II
Dallus Whitfield –
The Wilson Post, Lebanon

Photos by Donn Jones, Donn Jones Photography

Outgoing TPA president Daniel Richardson, Carroll County News-Leader,
Huntingdon, is presented with a plaque by TPA immediate past president Chris Vass, Chattanooga Times Free Press, in recognition of his
service as president. The award was made during the Aug 27 State Press
Contests Awards Luncheon in Franklin, Tenn.

WINNERS, from Page 9
Column
Group 1
1. Chester County Independent,
Henderson
Steve Oden
Judge’s comments: So well-told,
the imagery leapt off the page.
It may be an oldie but a goodie,
but storytelling is an art that
sometimes bears repeating, and
I’m sure this connected well with a
new generation of readers.
2. Cannon Courier, Woodbury
Ron Fryar, Larry Woody
Judge’s comments: The connection of a story from overseas with
the local situation was unexpected but truly effective.
3. Grundy County Herald,
Tracy City
Erin McCullough
Judge’s comments: Connecting
a current fad with first-hand
experience in a way that made its
point while being able to laugh at
yourself was wonderful.

1. Union City Daily Messenger
Chris Menees

Rick Thomason, Kingsport TimesNews / Johnson City Press, makes
opening remarks in one of his
first official acts as incoming TPA
president for 2021-22.

Joe Rogers

Group 4

Judge’s comments: Made me
laugh out loud. Good job!

1. Johnson City Press
Joe Avento

2. The Tullahoma News
Duane Sherrill

Judge’s comments: A clever,
charming column. The author’s
affection for his subject shines
through.

Judge’s comments: What a great
story - very funny. (But what a
mean prank!!)
3. Union City Daily Messenger
David Critchlow
4. The Tullahoma News
Duane Sherrill
5. Crossville Chronicle
Rebekah Beeler

Group 3
1. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
Lisa Hobbs
Judge’s comments: I thoroughly
enjoyed the column, and it made
me laugh. Written in a fun way
that appealed to me.
2. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Jim Herrin

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
David Carroll
Judge’s comments: Well-written
and makes some invaluable
points.

Group 5
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Mark Kennedy
Judge’s comments: Laughed out
loud several times! Great command of the column, turning a
small musing into something
worth reading. Bravo!
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Mark Kennedy

4. The LaFollette Press
Mark Tidwell

3. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton

Judge’s comments: A great idea
for a column, executed extremely
well. The author pulls us right into
the conversation.

5. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Victor Parkins

4. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton

3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Sam Venable

Group 2

5. The Nashville Ledger

Best Single Editorial

Group 1
1. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Tracey Wolfe
Judge’s comments: A very effective editorial. I was angry by the
time I was done reading it, which
is exactly how the reader should
feel.
2. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Tracey Wolfe

3. The Courier, Savannah
R. Kelly Jordan
4. Manchester Times
Elena Cawley
5. The Humboldt Chronicle
Danny Wade

Group 2
1. Crossville Chronicle
See WINNERS, Page 11
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First place award
Best News
Photograph
Group III
Helen Comer –
The Daily News Journal, Murfreesboro

Judge’s comments: This reviewer
has a weakness for opinion-writers who are adept at going
against the grain, which I surmise
this writer does with some frequency, smartly taking the other
side on issues where local readers,
if they are like the majority of state
voters, backed a president with
more strident views. Here, in one
winning editorial, Joe Rogers hits
the twins of ignorance and hypocrisy, both at work in the effort to
halt this brand of immigration. He
does so with intelligence and fearlessness, calling out the fallacy of
the government’s approach, while
applauding those doing good.
2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton
Judge’s comments: Smart editorial
that sifts through the muck and
tells the reader who is on the side
of better government and who
is on the side of stupid. (I liked
this better than the editorial that
parsed through the 14-0 commission vote.)
3. The Nashville Ledger
Joe Rogers
Judge’s comments: Smart take on
life-or-death issues in a community perhaps more inclined to
side with their president on these
matters, or with impatience. So,
courage points are awarded.

WINNERS, from Page 10
Heather Mullinix
Judge’s comments: By resisting
any urge to pen an outraged rant,
the editorial becomes a straightforward history lesson about
Nathanial Bedford Forrest, a polarizing Confederate general who
made his fortune in part by buying and selling slaves and who, as
a commanding officer, oversaw
the massacre of surrendering
African-American Union troops.
This makes for a heart-stopping
contrast with the recent decision
of the state legislature to keep
Forrest’s statue in the statehouse
and to continue to celebrate his
designated holiday.
2. New Tri-State Defender,
Memphis
Karanja A. Ajanaku
Judge’s comments: This editorial
hit all the right notes at a moment
when there were demonstrators in

the streets. It is neither hysterical
nor critical, but issues a rallying
cry to “change the orbit [in terms
of] police-community relations
and the conversations about
them.”
3. The Tullahoma News
Duane Sherrill
Judge’s comments: A timely editorial, published at the very start of
the pandemic, making the point
that, when it’s over, others will
remember what kind of person
you were.
4. Shelbyville Times-Gazette
Dawn Hankins
5. Roane County News,
Kingston
Hugh Willett

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Joe Rogers

4. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Chris Smith
5. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark

Group 4
1. Johnson City Press
Nathan Baker, Rick Thomason,
Sam Watson
Judge’s comments: The best
opinion pages add depth and perspective to the daily report, which
too often forgets that there was a
yesterday and a time before that.
Nice to see the page clarify the
record and reframe the community discussion.
2. The Daily Times, Maryville
J. Todd Foster
Judge’s comments: Strong editorial delivering the hard truths to
folks who might not necessarily
want to hear it.

3. Bristol Herald Courier
Paul Rice
4. Bristol Herald Courier
Paul Rice
5. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion, R. Michael Fishman, Cliff Hightower

Group 5
1. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Joel Christopher, Donna
Cruze, David Plazas
Judge’s comments: Urging immediate action in a county that
leads the state in virus diagnoses
and deaths. Extra praise for noting
that lessons of past hard choices
made for the common good apply
now. And the proposed solution -urging the formation of a diverse
coalition of leaders to conceive an
approach they can present to the
next board of health meeting is
inspired.
2. The Tennessean, Nashville
David Plazas
Judge’s comments: A very strong
editorial detailing TANF funds
intended to help families in need
were allowed to accumulate,
despite urging from nonprofits,
anti-poverty advocates and
lawmakers.
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Pam Sohn
Judge’s comments: Pointing out
the absurdity of the state legislature passing a law protecting
employers, school systems and
businesses from Covid-related
lawsuits (even to the extent of noting anyone filing a suit deemed
“frivolous” could be subject to a
fine up to $50,000).

Best Single Feature
Group 1
1. The Ashland City Times
Kelly Fisher, Chris Gadd
Judge’s comments: Far more
than a bench dedication, this is a
beautiful, well-written story that
touches the heart. One to remember.
2. Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough
Marina Waters
Judge’s comments: Opening grabs

attention and makes you want
to keep reading, to understand
this man and what is driving him.
Strong use of quotes.
3. Herald & Tribune,
Jonesborough
John Kiener
Judge’s comments: Captures the
strength and determination of
the community. These first-person
accounts offer a great education.
4. The Leader, Covington
Echo Day
5. Macon County Times,
Lafayette
Craig Harris

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Nancy Henderson
Judge’s comments: Such solid
writing was displayed in this story;
every word was just right. This was
a complete story, from the opening anecdote, to recapping Lee’s
career, to discussing her motivations and role models.
2. Murfreesboro Post
Ivan Aronin, Jason Reynolds
Judge’s comments: This was
extremely well-written with a real
impact. Some of the quotes were
really amazing. The sidebar of
some of Travis’ more memorable
DUI arrests was great.
3. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ken Beck
Judge’s comments: This story was
just a hoot to read. It was wellpaced and each anecdote hit. This
story offers a nice glimpse into
the life of a delightful man who is
clearly a fixture in the area.
4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ken Beck
5. Crossville Chronicle
Heather Mullinix

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Catherine Mayhew
2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich
3. The Daily Herald, Columbia
See WINNERS, Page 12

Page 12 • 2021 State Press Contests Awards

If it’s broke, fix it
I missed the September and
October County Commission meetings. I didn’t intend to have such
an extended vacation from them,
but circumstances worked to give
me a bonus missed meeting when
my granddaughter fell and broke
her two front teeth. She’s fine,
thank God. The other meeting
was missed due to a scheduled
vacation.
Maybe I didn’t really realize
how frustrating the meetings had
become, having gotten used to them
over time. Perhaps the break helped
me to view Monday’s meeting
through fresh eyes. I’m sorry to say
I wasn’t pleasantly surprised by
anything during Monday’s meeting.
Grainger County Commissioners met in their first combined
virtual/physical hybrid meeting
Monday, April 13. As the months
of COVID-19 accommodations
have dragged on, nothing has
been done to improve the way
meetings are held.
Commissioners who attend via
telephone call can’t hear what’s
happening, can’t easily comment
or be involved in discussions
about issues, and those in the
courtroom can’t easily hear what’s
being said by those on the other
end of the line.
With so many six-year-olds who
are capable of attending, and even
hosting, virtual online meetings,
why is it our county leadership
can’t seem to manage to set up a
system of meeting attendance that
is more functional?
Why has no effort been made
to install some sort of screen
where commissioners who are not
physically present in the room can
be seen via webcam? A cheap TV
would work as a monitor. If it’s
because we have so many commissioners who are incapable of logging in online, there’s a fix for that
too. They can drive themselves to
the Justice Center and sit in another office where someone could set

up a computer
for them to use
for the meeting.
For those who
are truly technologically illiterate,
someone could log them in and all
they would have to do is sit down
and actually pay attention to what
is happening.
It’s ridiculous that eight months
into this fiasco Grainger County
Commission meetings are still so
antiquated that they are only one
step above smoke signals, in an effort to maintain social distancing.
There is no excuse for it.
The county received more than
$800,000 in COVID-19 funds (free
money) to pay for such things, yet
instead of taking steps to improve
commission meetings, which
have actually been affected by
COVID-19, county leaders have
chosen to use the money to supplement the budget and cover day-to
day expenses which are not new to
the county.
While it’s not a bad idea to
supplement the budget with the
COVID-19 money, refusing to do
anything with the money to fix
the problems actually caused by
COVID-19 is asinine.
Refusing to purchase a $230
TV and use Zoom, WebX, Google
Meet or some other application to
have real meetings involving all
commissioners is a slap in the face
to the citizens who elected these
people to represent them.
Citizens deserve to have their
elected representative actually do
the job of representing them by being completely involved in consid-

ering issues and decisions facing
the county. It’s bad enough that
when meetings are held with all
commissioners present in person
that most of them aren’t paying
attention to what is going on, or
that some of them are only in the
office to work their own personal
agenda. Who ever thought it could
get worse?
So, who exactly is responsible for allowing this to continue
month after month? Is it Mayor
Mike Byrd? Is it Commission
Chairman Johnny Baker? Perhaps
blame could be assigned to them
due to their roles as leaders, but
considering an entire board of 15
adults who apparently (and maybe
mistakenly) believe they are
intelligent and mature enough to
represent their friends and neighbors in making vital decisions that
will affect the whole county hasn’t
bothered to take any steps to improve the situation, I think we can
safely blame them all.
For once they should actually do
something. Even if it’s only something tiny, like improving their
ridiculous current commission
meeting method.
What is the problem? Are they
afraid if they actually accomplish
something useful we citizens will
expect them to repeat the effort
in the future? Never fear. Citizens
have been conditioned to not expect too much.
Something needs to be done
about the current way meetings
are held. There’s no excuse for continuing in the current manner. The
money is there, fix the problem.

WINNERS, from Page 11

Murfreesboro

Judge’s comments: A beautifully
written feature filled with rich
detail that illustrates the quiet dignity of Michelle Lambert. Sharply
reported and a pleasure to read,
covering such a vital issue in 2020.

Jay Powell
4. The Daily Herald, Columbia
Jay Powell, Mike Christen
5. The Daily News Journal,

First place award
Best News
Photograph
Group IV
Jonathan Roberts –
Johnson City Press

First place award
Best Single
Editorial
Group I
Tracey Wolfe –
Grainger Today, Bean Station
Meeman Award
Winner

Joe Spears

Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
Sarah Wade

2. Citizen Tribune, Morristown

John Gullion

Cousar, Renee Baxter

Judge’s comments: A crisply
written and comprehensively
reported feature. The lead grabs
you. Then the discovery that the ill
man’s daughter was called to her
own father’s emergency keeps you
reading every word.

Judge’s comments: This piece
was far and away the best special
section. While commemorating
the graduating seniors, it did so
through the lens of current events,
with an excellent mix of content
and art. You should be proud!

3. Bristol Herald Courier
Tim Hayes

2. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Scarlet Elliott, Melissa Price,
Danny Wade, Mindy East, Steve
Short, Laurin Stroud

4. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones
5. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion

Group 5
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Wyatt Massey
2. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Desiree Stennett, Corinne
Kennedy, Laura Testino, Jennifer
Chandler
3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Angela Dennis

Best Special Issue
or Section
Group 1
1. The Leader, Covington
Echo Day, Jeff Ireland , Carbo

Judge’s comments: Honors the
past and the present in a seamless
combination.
3. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel, Noah Taylor,
Deidre Wilson, Megan Muse
4. The Dickson Post
Ivan Aronin, Carrie Tomlin,
Jamie Brown, Kim Frazier, Marty
Allison, Sabrina Edwards, Casey
Patrick
5. Macon County Times,
Lafayette
Craig Harris

Group 2
1. Stewart County Standard,
Dover
Danny Peppers, Renee Hicks,
Makayla Watson, Janessa Parchman
See WINNERS, Page 13
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First place award
Best News
Photograph
Group V
Larry McCormack –
The Tennessean, Nashville

Other Tennesseans could be honored
A great deal of discussion in the
past several weeks has swirled
around a day proclaimed in honor
of Confederate general Nathan
Bedford Forest and a bust of his
likeness on display in the Tennessee Capitol.
Last week, the Tennessee General Assembly effectively ended
discussion by voting to keep the
statue and the day in his honor.
A House committee voted 11 to
5 to keep the statue.
The Senate voted to keep July 13
as Nathan Bedford Forrest Day in
Tennessee, though they did change
the law so Gov. Bill Lee doesn’t
have to sign the proclamation.
Some have decried the efforts to
end the recognition of Forrest as
an effort to erase history. But what
we choose to honor with statues or
holidays says a lot about what we
value as a state. Removing a statue
from the hallowed halls of our
government or ending the practice
of setting aside a day in honor of
this person does nothing to change
history. And a statue doesn’t tell
you about the man being honored.
Forrest was born in Chapel Hill,
Tenn. His father was a blacksmith.
He died when Forrest was 16,
and the young man moved to the
Memphis region where he later
made his fortune buying and selling cotton, land and slaves.
He volunteered as a private in the
Confederate army, but he decided
to bankroll a unit. He was commissioned as a lieutenant colonel.
He had several victories on the
battlefield and was called “the
wizard of the saddle” for his cavalry attacks. He was promoted time
and again until he held the rank

First place award
Best Single
Editorial
Group II
Heather Mullinix–
Crossville Chronicle
of lieutenant
general.
But Forrest’s
military career came with its own
controversy. He was the commanding officer when Confederate
troops massacred surrendering
African-American Union troops at
Fort Pillow in West Tennessee.
After the war, he reportedly
served as the “Grand Wizard” of
the Ku Klux Klan until 1869. He
reportedly ordered the organization to dissolve, but history shows
us that order was not followed.
The state began honoring him
with Nathan Bedford Forrest Day
in 1921. The bust in the state
capitol was installed in 1978. The
statue immediately sparked protests. The continuing controversy
is nothing new.
It’s time for our leaders to take a
hard look at why we ever honored
Forrest to begin with.
Yes, he was a brilliant general
and military strategist. But his fortune was made buying and selling
humans on the slave market. And
while Forrest denied having been
part of the KKK during a congressional inquiry, a 1914 history of
the KKK by Laura Martin Rose
gives details of him joining the
organization nearly a year after it
first formed in Pulaski, TN.

Meeman Award
Winner

WINNERS, from Page 12

Thoughtful content. Well done.

Judge’s comments: Congratulations on hitting it out of the
ballpark with this special section!
I hope it hangs in local businesses
for generations. You made me cry,
but it was so worth it. Amazing job.

3. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Kimary Clelland, Mark Brown,
Steve Marion, Shane Cook, Kim
Cook, Dale Gentry

2. Union City Daily Messenger
Kevin Weaks
Judge’s comments: Congratulations on doing a football preview
better than anyone else in 2020.
The two covers show your commitment to your communities,
local sports, and acknowledgement of a nontraditional 2020.

4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Carrie Tomlin, Mary Anne
Ferrell, Debby Mabry, Dallus
Whitfield, Angie Mayes, Laurie
Everett, Xavier Smith
5. Hendersonville Standard
Carrie Tomlin, Sherry Mitchell, Tena Lee, Josh Cross, Randy
Moore, Ginger McClendon

Forrest has always been a
polarizing figure, and the decision
to honor him remains a polarizing
choice for state leaders.
There are better options available.
We can end the practice of honoring Forrest with a day of recognition, and we can move his statue
to the Tennessee State Museum.
Then we can seek to honor
Tennesseans who represent our
state with honor and dignity, who
have given their time, talents and
treasure to make this state a better
place for everyone.
Dolly Parton’s name has been
mentioned by many. The Sevier
County native has championed
many philanthropic causes in her
life, particularly literacy with the
Imagination Library that has sent
more than 100 million books to
children.
Or there’s James C. Napier, an
African American appointed Registry of the Treasury by President
Taft. He resigned rather than
enforce segregation within his
department.
Or Cornelia Fort of Nashville,
the first female pilot in American
history to die on active duty.
Where Forrest divides, many
other Tennesseans sought to bring
people together.

Group 3
1. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Jack McNeely, Lindsay Pride,
Don Foy, Jim Herrin, Paige Stanage, Ben Wheeler, Kate Cook
Judge’s comments: An excellent and
moving memorial to a tragedy that
left a deep pain in your community.
Through the writing, the photos,
the first-person accounts, you made
the reader feel a connection to the
victims and survivors. You tackled
the hardest, most unimaginable reporting of all: A sudden tragedy, 19
lives lost, a community torn apart.
And you did it with respect.
See WINNERS, Page 14
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Twisting religion to fit argument against refugees

Photo by Tony Centonze, for TPA

Photos by Tony Centonze, for TPA

Charles Primm, University of Tennessee, Knoxville, once again held
down the fort announcing results,
this time at the Aug. 27 State Press
Contests Awards Luncheon in
Franklin, Tenn.

Michael Williams, The Paris
Post-Intelligencer, gave the
invocation for the Aug. 27 State
Press Contests Awards Luncheon,
held at the Franklin Cool Springs
Marriott, in Franklin, Tenn.

WINNERS, from Page 13

2. Bristol Herald Courier
Brian Woodson

2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Autumn Hughes, Kaitlin Gebby, Daniel Guy, Sheena Meyer,
Shannon Sayne, Kathy Payne,
Dylan Slemp
Judge’s comments: After reading
Bradley Essential, I want to come
to the county for a visit. This is
a really great local guide, and
so present and needed during
COVID-19 when people are
sticking close to home. The writing
and photos and typography was
engaging, as were the people and
subjects. A real page turner. The
layout of the guide of things to do
was very well done, and the pages
of local photos was a nice way to
round the section out.
3. The Nashville Ledger
Hollie Deese, Mike Hopey
Judge’s comments: It’s not often
you see complaints when a city
is on the rise, but growth brings
challenges and the reporting on
Nashville’s growth certainly highlighting the unique challenges the
city is facing.

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Staff
Judge’s comments: Lots of information packed into this guide to
the football season. Very good use
to breakout boxes to encapsulate
key notes about each team, and a
good use of fonts to differentiate
content. A lot of dynamic photos.
And all packages in a good layout.

Judge’s comments: A very engaging cover. The capsules helped
convey lots of information. Some
of the photos and fonts could
have been larger.

Group 5
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Jennifer Bardoner, Dylan
Chesser, Matt McClane
Judge’s comments: A comprehensive guide to 18 local communities. Lots of local voices and
photos reveal the character of
these communities. This is the
kind of guide that ends up getting
well thumbed through by the end
of the year.
2. The Tennessean, Nashville
Michael Anastasi, Maria De
Varenne, David Plazas, Mealand
Ragland, LeBron Hill, Alex Hubbard
Judge’s comments: 10 Black
voices, from columnists to guest
writers, share their views on 2020,
the Black Lives Matter movement
and what it means to be Black in
Tennessee right now. The words
were powerful.
3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Will Backus, Allie Clouse,
Jeremy Gustafson, Phil Kaplan,
Blake Toppmeyer, Aaron Torres,
Mike Wilson

Best Sports Coverage
Group 1

It’s worrisome when officials
try to turn their private religious
principles into public policy. Turns
out it can also be worrisome when
they ignore those principles.
Take the refugee resettlement
program, a federal program designed to offer a haven for people
who flee war, persecution or other
dangers in their home countries.
Tennessee already has a
fractious relationship with the
program. The state withdrew
as administrator in 2008. It has
been fighting it in court since
2016, with a lawsuit claiming it’s
unconstitutional “to commandeer
state funds to finance a federal
program.”
So far, judges have not looked
favorably on that argument. But in
September, President Trump issued
an executive order allowing states
and localities to refuse to accept
refugees.
That made for some anxious
times for the Tennessee Office for
Refugees, a department of Catholic
Charities that has administered the
program since Tennessee washed
its hands of it.
“I had heard that that was coming,” Holly Johnson, state refugee
coordinator for the office, says of
the Trump order. “But nothing is
sure until it’s sure, until you’ve
seen it.”
Once they had seen it: “We were
all sort of like, OK, now what? I’m
an eternal optimist; I don’t automatically go to a bad place. But it’s certainly nervous making,” she says.
To his credit, Gov. Bill Lee, who
along with his wife has worked
with refugees in the Nashville area,
announced in December that the
state would continue accepting
them.
“That was awesome,” Johnson
says. “It’s just really nice when
someone recognizes the cause that
you fight for. We tell the refugee
story every day, and it often falls on
deaf ears.”

Meeman Award
Winner

Lee, she says,
“acknowledged
that Tennessee is
really that kind place that all of us
have called home. It was a really
good day.”
Enter the legislature, with
three pairs of bills to undercut
the governor. Enter, in particular,
with the worst bill, Rep. Bruce
Griffey, a freshman Republican
from Paris who, if he had his way,
would seemingly build a statutory
wall around Tennessee to keep out
anyone he deems unworthy.
Griffey spent much of his first
year trying (and failing) to pass
all manner of anti-immigrant bills.
His bill for refugees would require
that any resettlement here get a
two-thirds vote of local government
entities, followed by approval by
two-thirds of both houses of the
legislature.
“We were elected to represent
Tennesseans,” The Scene quoted
Griffey as saying. “We weren’t
elected to represent the best interests of refugees.”
The notion that the two aren’t
necessarily in conflict does not
seem to have occurred to him.
Lee, in addressing criticism he’s
gotten since his announcement,
has charitably ascribed opposition as due to “misinformation,”
conflating refugees with illegal
immigrants. Johnson agrees that
plays a role.
“I also think there’s the argument that this is how terrorists
enter the country,” she added, and
“that refugees are a big toll on
the state budget. That’s just not

the case at all.” Before entering a
country for resettlement, refugees
are subjected to a thorough vetting
process that Johnson says takes
from 18 months to two years. And
while state and local governments
do incur costs associated with any
residents – refugees or natives – a
legislative fiscal review in 2013
found that “refugees brought in
twice as much as they cost the
state,” Johnson says.
And then there are the numbers.
With this White House allowing
fewer and fewer refugees into the
country, Johnson says Tennessee
would stand to resettle only about
300 people this year.
“It’s just such a small number,”
she points out. “I mean, there
might be more people than that in
our building. I don’t even know
why this is a thing.”
It’s a thing because of mean-spirited people.
The website for the Tennessee
Office for Refugees has this quote
near the top of the homepage: “Be
not forgetful to entertain strangers;
for thereby some have entertained
angels unawares.”
It’s from the New Testament’s
Letter to the Hebrews, reminding of
the importance of hospitality and
compassion as an expression of
Christian love.
This effort by Griffey and others
like it represent a profoundly
un-Christian approach by a body
that, in the past, has voted to make
the Bible the official state book.
But even setting religion aside,
the efforts fail the test of basic
human kindness.

1. Macon County Times, Lafayette
Craig Harris

great use of quotes to advance
stories. Great packaging all
around.

Judge’s comments: Solid layout
with good balance on pages
and nice use of photos, including
headshots; Great use of exciting
sports language in headlines;
Excellent mix of coverage; Story
ledes are legit throughout and

2. News-Herald, Lenoir City
Nick Davis

use of art; Nice scope of coverage
(got to love when a fishing team
gets ink!); Good ledes and nice use
of quotes to move stories along.

First place award
Best Single
Editorial
Group III
Joe Rogers –
The Nashville Ledger

Judge’s comments: Extremely
well-balanced pages and nice,
clean layout with really good
headline/subhead usage; Great

3. The Leader, Covington
Jeff Ireland
4. Grainger Today, Bean Station
See WINNERS, Page 15
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Protestors are part of our community
Hours after 11 people were
arrested in Johnson City as a
protest against police brutality and
epidemic racism. Police Chief Karl
Turner stood on the steps of City
Hall and fell back on a convenient
trope with a long, sordid history.
Responding to a local reporter’s
question about a vigil in a city
park to remember police brutality victim George Floyd and a
subsequent protest march up and
down major thoroughfare State
of Franklin Road that ended with
the arrests, the city’s chief Jaw
enforcement official portrayed the
protesters as out-of-towners.
“From looking at the arrest
report and the people that were
arrested, seven of those I believe
were not from Johnson City, I
don’t know that you could say
that it was different from the
group that was at Founders Park,
but many of those arrested were
from outside of town and not from
Johnson City.” Turner said.
The police report of those
arrests for disorderly conduct and
blocking a lane of traffic expresses
a similar idea: “Eleven protesters
(nine of whom it was later discovered did not have home addresses
in Johnson City) refused to move
and were taken into custody,” the
reporting officer wrote.
The officer’s and the chief’s
numbers disagree, but it would
be technically correct to say only
three of the arrested protesters had
residences within Johnson City’s
limits listed on their IDs. However.
to suggest a majority of them were
out-of-towners is misleading.
Of the remaining eight, two were
from Jonesborough, two were from
Elizabethton and two were from
Kingsport - hardly outsiders. Out of
the last two, from Seymour, Tenn.,
and Silver Point, Tenn., one lists
himself as an East Tennessee State
University student on Facebook.

First place award
Best Single
Editorial
Group IV
Nathan Baker, Rick Thomason, Sam Watson –
Johnson City Press
Turner isn’t
alone among
public officials
suggesting last week that the unrest in their towns was the product
of outside agitators.
With little or no credible
evidence, U.S. Attorney General
William Barr blamed escalating
tension at protests in Washington, D.C, on “outside radicals and
agitators,” and Minneapolis Mayor
Jacob Frey said protesters were
“coming in largely from outside
of the city, from outside of the
region, to prey on everything we
have built over the last several decades.” To Mayor Frey’s credit, he
did correct his knee-jerk misstatement the following day. Barr has
yet to correct.
Those in power scapegoat
outsiders to delegitimize protests
and justify their use of force. It
suggests that locals are content
with the status quo, and if the
rabble-rousing strangers could be
weeded out, we could return to
the familiar order.
It’s such a common tactic that
many of us accept it without
giving it much thought. It’s easier
for the privileged members of our
community to believe that unrest
is the product of interlopers than
to recognize the racism il1herent
in our institutions.
But outside agitators have long
been the fictional bogeymen on
which we blame objections to
society’s inequality.
Demonstrations in Baltimore
Meeman Award
Winner

WINNERS, from Page 14

Yount

Robert Turner, Marlin Curnutt,
Barbara Womack, Sheila Bailey

Judge’s comments: Everything
about your coverage and content
is top-notch; crisp, balanced and
clean pages with great use of photos and color elements - very easy
on the eyes; The black-and-white
pages look as great as the color
pages; Nice use of contributing
writers and staffers’ stories lead
and flow well; Excellent use of the
popout quotes; The football preview tab is very well done and the

5. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Victor Parkins, Logan Watson,
Scarlet Elliott, Dale Veazey

Group 2
1. The Newport Plain Talk
Dennis Barker Jr. Dylan Young,
J.D. Vaughn, Seth Butler, Dallas

in 2015 after Freddie Gray died in
police custody were blamed on
paid protesters, as were clashes
between police and citizens in
Ferguson, Missouri, ignited by the
fatal police shooting of Michael
Brown in 2014.
Southern governors said demands by black citizens for civil
rights in their states in the 1960s
were instigated by communists,
and before the Civil War, slave
owners blamed abolitionist sentiments on Northern infiltrators
who poisoned the minds of their
otherwise content slaves.
In his famous “Letter From
Birmingham Jail,” Martin Luther
King, Jr., having been called one
himself, denounced the idea of the
“outside agitator.”
“I cannot sit idly by in Atlanta
and not be concerned about what
happens in Birmingham,” he
wrote. “Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere. We
are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tied in a single
garment of destiny.”
The myth of the outside agitator
insults those in our community
fighting for what they believe is
right by insinuating that they are
unwilling or unable to organize
and express their concerns of their
own volition.
Chief Turner. these people aren’t
outsiders. They are our friends
and neighbors.
They’ve been ignored and their
concerns dismissed for too long.
It’s time to listen.

basketball preview stuff is stellar.
Excellent work!
2. The Knoxville Ledger
Rhiannon Potkey
Judge’s comments: Love the
layouts and beautiful use of color
elements; The writing is engaging
and clean; crisp images work well
within the layout structure of the
publication; Nice balance of coverage as well.

3. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
J.D. Vaughn, Dale Gentry,
Steven Lloyd
Judge’s comments: Clean, simple,
balanced layouts; Really liked
the shadowbox framing for the
photos (adds a nice touch to the
page); Great mixture of coverage.
4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Tommy Bryan, Dallus Whitfield, Steve Wampler, Larry
Woody, John Sloan, Bobbie Kay
Bryan, Bob Tamboli
5. The Paris Post-Intelligencer
Tommy Priddy

Group 3
1. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
George Robinson
2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Joe Cannon, Richard Roberts
3. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Ben Craven
4. The Nashville Ledger
Terry McCormick, Tom Wood
5. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Cecil Joyce, Joe Spears

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Troy Provost-Heron, Jonathan
Toye, Taylor Vortherms, Marcus
Fitzsimmons, Staff
Judge’s comments: Very good
use of dynamic action photos.
Well-written headlines, creative
use of graphics. Articles were well
written and there was a good
depth of coverage. Would have
liked to see some photos run larger and more diversity in the size
and style of headlines.
2. Kingsport Times-News
Kevin Mays, Tanner Cook
Judge’s comments: A good use of
photos, and very deep local and
regional sports coverage. Would
have liked to see more experimentation with graphics and centerpieces.
3. Bristol Herald Courier
Tim Hayes, Brian Woodson,
Allen Gregory
4. Citizen Tribune, Morristown

Rob Harvey, Dylan Young

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Staff
Judge’s comments: Excellent use
of photos as illustrations and
well-integrated into headlines.
Crisp introductions, tight writing,
great use of quotes and graphics
to help tell stories. Great coverage
of multiple sports, from pro to
high school, even youth.
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Stephen Hargis, Gene Henley,
Patrick MacCoon, David Paschall,
Mark Wiedmer, Lindsey Young
Judge’s comments: Good diversity of coverage. Some nicely
packaged pieces that integrated
a strong photo with the headline
and introduction. Would have
liked to see this appear consistently from edition to edition.

Best Sports Photograph
Group 1
1. The Courier News, Clinton
Tony Cox
2. The Gallatin News
Joshua Hicks
3. The Gallatin News
Brett Berwager
4. The Dickson Post
Marty Allison
5. The Bledsonian-Banner,
Pikeville
Wade Dodson

Group 2
1. Crossville Chronicle
Michael Lindsay
Judge’s comments: Great action
shot with good expressions and
great layout
2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steven Lloyd
Judge’s comments: Great action
shot with wonderful expression on
the “flyer’s” face
3. The Tullahoma News
Zach Birdsong
See WINNERS, Page 17
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2021 General Excellence Winners
Circulation Group I: Combined
weekly circulation of 5,000 or less

Circulation Group II: Combined
weekly circulation of 5,001-15,000

Circulation Group III: Combined
weekly circulation of 15,001-50,000

The Gallatin News

The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City

The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville

Submitted photo

Photo by Donn Jones, Donn Jones Photography

Gallatin News staffers, left to right, Josh Cross, Tena Lee and
Dave Gould are awarded their Group I General Excellence
plaque by Randy Boyd, UT president.

Members of the Standard Banner staff hold awards the
paper won Aug. 27 in the 2021 UT-TPA State Press Contests.
Pictured from left, front row, are Karen Trolinger, Angel Isbill,
Dale Gentry, Kim Cook, Lisa Seabolt and Shane Cook. In back,
from left, are J.D. Vaughn, Steven Lloyd, Teresa Gentry, Mark
Brown, Ray Seabolt, Jesse Woody and Steve Marion.

Submitted photo

Leaf-Chronicle staffers: Front row - Alexis Clark, Anna
Talbot, Jennifer Babich and Gary Estwick. Back row - George
Robinson, Henry Taylor and Jimmy Settle.
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2021 General Excellence Winners
Circulation Group IV: Combined
weekly circulation of 15,001-50,000

Circulation Group V: Combined
weekly circulation of 50,001-200,000

The Daily Times, Maryville

Chattanooga
Times Fress Press

Submitted

Above: Tony Cox of The Courier News, Clinton, who won
first place for Best Sports Photo in Group I, submitted this
‘selfie’ in response to a statewide solicitation by The Tennessee Press. He explains: “This is at the former Sears Tower in
Chicago. The area where I was sitting is now called the ledge.
I love heights and clifftops. I will admit that it was a little eerie
when I took that first step.” Below is Chris Menees, Union City
Daily Messenger, who won Group II for Best Personal Humor
Column. In back is Daily Messenger Editor David Critchlow, Jr.,
who settled for a third-place certificate in the same category.

WINNERS, from Page 15

Submitted photo

Daily Times staffers, left to right: Melanie Tucker, Mike Sisco,
Andrew Jones, Scott Keller, J. Todd Foster.

Helen Comer

crop off the top and off the left.

4. Hendersonville Standard
Brett Berwager

Judge’s comments: Nice emotional
celebration shot with a contributing
background.

5. Murfreesboro Post
Harrison McClary

2. The Greeneville Sun
Tate Russell

4. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark

Judge’s comments: We like that the
players are all looking at the coach to
direct the readers eye to the center of
interest, but could have used a tighter

5. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Ben Craven
See WINNERS, Page 18

Group 3
1. The Daily News Journal, Murfreesboro

3. The Greeneville Sun
Tate Russell
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WINNERS, from Page 17
Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
David Crigger
Judge’s comments: Great pair of
shots of great touchdowns-to-be
for lasting memories of the final
home-field game.
2. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
Melanie Fritts
Judge’s comments: A clean,
great shot of a record-breaking
performance, neatly done, well
presented!
3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Scott Keller

Great use of quotes, especially
to tie up stories at the ends; Very
good ledes and transitions.
2. Macon County Times,
Lafayette
Craig Harris
Judge’s comments: Ledes were
solid on all stories, regardless of
sport; Nice use of quotes to move
stories along and transitions flow
well; Excellent use of background
to fill in gaps on most stories. Very
good work by Craig Harris.
3. The Leader, Covington
Jeff Ireland
4. The LaFollette Press
Noah Taylor

Judge’s comments: Pretty cool
action, with the tension, body
english, and expressions captured
from a good angle.

5. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Victor Parkins, Logan Watson

4. Bristol Herald Courier
David Crigger

1. The Knoxville Ledger
Rhiannon Potkey

5. The Daily Times, Maryville
Tom Sherlin

Judge’s comments: Excellent piece
on Coach Pruitt’s approach to addressing racial justice issues with
his players. A lot of context and
background packed into entertaining and concise writing.

Group 5
1. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Joe Rondone
Judge’s comments: A terrific combination of many elements from a
great angle.
2. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Caitie McMekin
Judge’s comments: You can feel
the determination and energy,
even in the background wall of
teammates, and the reaction
of Metchie. One of the bright
moments for Tennessee in a game
against one of their rivals.
3. The Tennessean, Nashville
George Walker
Judge’s comments: Great positioning capturing the peak action
of that moment, one of the plays
contributing to the victory despite
the odds.

Best Sports Writing
Group 1
1. News-Herald, Lenoir City
Nick Davis
Judge’s comments: Solid writing
all the way through each story;

Group 2

2. Main Street Clarksville
Brady McAtamney
Judge’s comments: Excellent
body of work. I liked the variety of
stories that captured more than
game coverage. Leads were sharp
and deep without being wordy. I
could read this type of coverage
day-in and day-out.
3. The Tullahoma News
Zach Birdsong
Judge’s comments: I liked the
editorial response to Twitter rage
over an on-field celebration.
Thought it underscored where objections should be thrown. Many
of the other pieces had colorful
leads that shared more than the
boxscore.
4. The Connection, Springfield
Russell Vannozzi, Joel Clinger
5. farragutpress
Alan Sloan, Tom Heck, Ken Lay

Group 3
1. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
George Robinson

Fight against COVID-19 demands united front
We’re in a year of milestones that
shine brightly in East Tennessee.
One hundred years ago, the
work of generations of women to
secure their right to vote was realized when a young McMinn County legislator named Harry Burn
heeded his conscience, and his
mother’s wise advice, and changed
his position to support ratification
of the 19th Amendment.
Seventy-five years ago, the
feverish work of tens of thousands
of Americans thrown together in
Oak Ridge brought World War II to
a fearsome finish when airmen of
the U.S. Army Air Forces dropped
atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki, halting the war with
Japan within days.
Both endeavors required tremendous effort, coalitions of often
ill-matched factions and a collective commitment to the common
good that blotted out differences.
The lessons are resonant for
these days and this place.
Knox County is facing an economic and public health crisis that
threatens livelihoods and lives on
a scale that will be darkly marked
in history if allowed to proceed
unchecked.
Each week, as COVID-19 cuts a
wider swath across Knox County,
our institutions are frozen, forced
to watch as the only entity with the
power to act decisively — the Knox
County Board of Health — is tied up
by overlapping bureaucratic imperatives and clouded accountability.
The danger is real: Knox County
last week became the leader in
COVID-19 case growth among
Tennessee’s urban counties, overtaking Davidson, Hamilton and
Shelby counties, and deaths are
skyrocketing.
Our board of health has proven
unable to muster the will to prevent an impending cavalcade of

First place award
Best Single Editorial
Group V
Joel Christopher (writer photo), Donna
Cruze and David Plazas –
News Sentinel, Knoxville
devastating events: the closures of
Knox County Schools and the University of Tennessee at Knoxville;
a resultant cascade of business
failures as spending is choked off
for months or more, instead of the
weeks it would take to slow the
pandemic’s advance; a rising toll
of our family members damaged
or dead from the virus.
The point here is not to criticize,
however. It is to seek solutions.
One solution sits clearly in front
of us.
We ask our leaders — in business, in civil service, in public
health, in medicine, in government and in academia — to come
together in a grand coalition
capable of stopping the impending
crisis before it overwhelms each of
our institutions one by one.
The group of leaders must be
small, powerful and guided by the
best medical expertise.
We ask these leaders to commit
to a schedule of frequent discussions, and to issue unambiguous
recommendations on a regular
basis for the board of health and
the public to rally behind.
We propose these leaders come
together, in such form as legally
allowed:
• Randy Boyd, University of
Tennessee System president
• Dr. Martha Buchanan, Knox
County Health Department director
• Glenn Jacobs, Knox County
mayor

• Indya Kincannon, Knoxville
mayor
• Phyllis Nichols, Knoxville Urban League president and CEO
• Mike Odom, Knoxville Chamber of Commerce president and
CEO
• Donde Plowman, University of
Tennessee at Knoxville chancellor
• Trey Smith, activist and University of Tennessee student and
football player
• Bob Thomas, Knox County
Schools superintendent
• The chief medical officers or
their designees from Covenant
Health, East Tennessee Children’s
Hospital, Tennova and University
of Tennessee Medical Center
We know this group has no legal authority to put in place policy,
but it would have a persuasive
authority, and a moral authority,
to create action.
We ask these leaders to move
with an urgency equal to the crisis
in front of us — ideally, a first set
of recommendations would be
released publicly before the next
board of health meeting Wednesday, along with the facts the board
of health needs to absorb before
acting.
We ask these leaders, most of
all, to act with a singular determination to serve the common
good. Let success be in our future,
and let history mark this effort
with the same bright light of the
milestones that distinguish East
Tennessee.

Judge’s comments: Excellent ledes
capture the reader immediately
in most stories; Clean, smooth
flow and easy-to-read style; Great
explanatory narratives, sometimes with difficult terms to flesh
out; Very good use of quotes to
add both context and content to
the stories. Straightforward sports
journalism at its finest.

Judge’s comments: Extremely
well done, in-depth writing; Great
transitions and very good use
of quotes to move stories along;
Excellent use of background to aid
in storytelling; Catchy ledes. Really
nice work throughout.

ledes; Good background usage to
advance stories; Nice use of quotes
to enhance the narrative.

3. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Cecil Joyce

5. Cleveland Daily Banner
Joe Cannon, Richard Roberts,
John Hunt

2. The Nashville Ledger
Terry McCormick, Tom Wood

Judge’s comments: Smooth,
clean writing style with engaging

4. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
Brad Durham, James Clark

Group 4
See WINNERS, Page 19
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2021 Make-up & Appearance Winners
Circulation Group I:
Humboldt Chronicle

WINNERS, from Page 18
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Troy Provost-Heron, Jonathan
Toye, Taylor Vortherms, Corey
Roepken
Judge’s comments: The stories
were touching, the subjects
memorable and the writing was
well-crafted. Each of the articles
in this entry were strong, but
standouts include tackling teen
depression, the memorable story
about an athlete’s struggles to re-

Circulation Group II:

The Standard Banner, Jefferson City

cover from a serious car crash and
reporting on Jose Canseco playing
slow-pitch softball.
2. Kingsport Times-News
Kevin Mays, Tanner Cook, Joe
Avento, Jeff Birchfield
Judge’s comments: Two pieces
stood out - “I’ve never been bitter
at the game” and “Jimmy Moore’s
kindness left lasting impact on
local sports” in what overall was
a strong entry. Most sports writers
probably knew a Jimmy in their

Circulation Group III:

Herald-Citizen, Cookeville

careers. The hallmark of good column writing is explaining why you
should remember people like him.
Overall, the writing in each of the
pieces was crisp and engaging.

become a destination golf course,
to a where are they now story
about a former NFL player, to a
university bringing on its female
head trainer.

3. Johnson City Press
Joe Avento, Jeff Birchfield,
Tanner Cook

4. Bristol Herald Courier
Allen Gregory, Brian Woodson,
Tim Hayes

Judge’s comments: What do you
do when sports are shut down?
You pivot. You find interesting
stories, from the profile of a local
man who now manages what has

5. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
Rob Harvey

Group 5

1. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Mark Giannotto
Judge’s comments: Strong writing
put sports into the context of the
Black Lives Matter movement,
showing how sports, once an
agent of change, needs to be
again. One story went beyond
the headlines to tell the deep
connection between two people
connected by basketball and a
shared story.
See WINNERS, Page 20
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2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Stephen Hargis, Mark Wiedmer
Judge’s comments: Very good
writing across a diversity of
subjects within sports. I appreciated the effort to find ways to tell
stories when COVID shut sports
down. These stories showed how
football is part of the fabric of a
community.
3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Blake Toppmeyer

Coronavirus Features
Coverage
Group 1
1. Robertson County Times,
Springfield
Nicole Young, Kelly Fisher,
Jimmy Settle, Holly Meyer, Paul
Skrbina, Alexis Clark, Cassandra
Stephenson
Judge’s comments: No stone unturned. Many angles covered, entire
front pages dedicated to coronavirus impact. Great presentation.
2. News-Herald, Lenoir City
Parker Wright, Nick Davis,
Jeremy Nash
Judge’s comments: Lots of great
creative angles and eye-catching
use of photos. Glad to see stories
on mental health and unemployment which were largely ignored
by other publications.
3. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell,
Zach Womble
Judge’s comments: Nice display
on the bagpiper, Mother’s Day,
nurse and prayer parade. Water
workers quarantining was an
interesting new take.
4. Macon County Times,
Lafayette
Craig Harris
5. Carthage Courier
Eddie West

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Dan Fleser, Nancy Henderson
Judge’s comments: Engaging writSee WINNERS, Page 21

2021 Make-up & Appearance Winners
Circulation Group IV:
Bristol Herald Courier

Circulation Group V:
Chattanooga Times Free Press
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were worth telling.

First place award
Best Feature Photograph
Group I
Matthew Diggs –
Robertson County Times, Springfield

2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich, Alexis Clark
Judge’s comments: The combination of compelling stories
and engaging prose earned the
Leaf-Chronicle a runner-up finish
in this category. Its approach to
features brought a thoughtful and
reflective tone to coverage of the
pandemic.
3. The Daily News Journal,
Murfreesboro
Joe Spears, Nancy DeGennaro,
Scott Broden, Helen Comer
Judge’s comments: The Daily
News Journal offered stories that
did a nice job of reflecting the
resilience and humanity of people
dealing with COVD in interesting
ways.
4. The Greeneville Sun
Cicely Babb, Eugenia Estes,
Cameron Judd, Ken Little
5. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard, Kaitlin Gebby, Rick
Norton, Daniel Guy, Autumn
Hughes

Group 4

WINNERS, from Page 20

Zach Womble

ing meets eye-catching design.
“Empty sanctuaries, full hearts”
embodied that combination and
was one of the best submissions in
the category. Unique story ideas.
Striking, artistic photos throughout.

4. New Tri-State Defender,
Memphis
Jerome Wright

2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Mark Brown, Steve Marion,
Kimary Clelland, Sarah Kosak,
Nina Essington
Judge’s comments: Impressive
breadth of coverage, from the
pandemic’s impact on social service organizations to the mental
toll. “White lace, promises . . . and
social distancing” is an impressive
package -- well-designed with
great lead art and a timely and
well-executed story. “Death and
grief” was a universal column that
resonated.
3. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell,

5. The Newport Plain Talk
Jan Penton-Miller, Matthew
Winter

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Tim Ghianni, Joe Morris, Hollie
Deese, Nicki Wood, Whitney
Diller, Catherine Mayhew
Judge’s comments: All entrants in
this category rose to the challenge
of covering COVID, but the work
of the Nashville Ledger stood out
as best in class. The Ledger went
beyond the obvious stories and
found fresh, interesting angles
that others overlooked. The
writing style of staffers had a flow
that made reading a pleasure,
but what stood out more was the
Ledger’s willingness to go deep
into a story and humanize it with
multiple individuals whose stories

1. Bristol Herald Courier
David McGee, Sarah Wade,
Allen Gregory
Judge’s comments: A few good
stories go a long way.

3. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Brenna McDermott, Vincent
Gabrielle, Ryan Wilusz

Coronavirus
News Coverage
Group 1
1. The Leader, Covington
Echo Day, Jeff Ireland
Judge’s comments: The COVID update for print and the dashboard,
COVID landing page, data visualizations and Facebook updates for
digital are essential reading.
2. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: The nursing
home coverage, with its many
follow-ups, mixed with constant
updates of the mandates and a
healthy dose of features on how
people are coping make this a
winning entry.
3. Hamilton County Herald,
Chattanooga
David Laprad
Judge’s comments: David Laprad
took news about COVID and
brought it home for people. He
didn’t just report the news, he
reported how it affected the
community.
4. The Courier News, Clinton
Ken Leinart, G. Chambers Williams III, Collin RiggsTony Cox

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
Linda Braden Albert, Shelby
Harris, Andrew Jones, Melanie
Tucker, Amy Beth Miller, Steve
Wildsmith

5. The Bledsonian-Banner,
Pikeville
Chase Smith

3. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts, David Floyd

1. New Tri-State Defender,
Memphis
Karanja A. Ajanaku

4. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion, Cliff Hightower,
Wade Littleton

Judge’s comments: This entry was
full of well-written, informative
and fresh takes on the pandemic.
The reporters utilized a variety of
sources from a diversity of backgrounds. The Defender did a great
job personalizing the toll of the
virus with memorable individual
stories.

Group 5
1. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Staff, Corinne Kennedy, John
Beifuss, Katherine Burgess, Bob
Mehr
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Elizabeth Fite, Patrick Filbin,
Wyatt Massey

Group 2

2. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell, Josh
Cross
Judge’s comments: Articles full of
useful information for residents

as they navigated the pandemic.
Most of the stories included several voices and good anecdotes.
The paper showed initiative when
numbers of COVID-19 infections
weren’t available at the start
of pandemic by reaching out
to churches about infections in
congregations.
3. The Connection, Springfield
Sherry Mitchell, Russell Vannozzi, Paula Eller, Candis Ann
Shea, Ellen Kennedy
Judge’s comments: Great local
coverage of the pandemic and
its toll on society. The stories are
wonderfully varied with in-depth
looks at struggling farmers, school
closures and food banks.
4. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steve Marion, Mark Brown,
Dale Gentry
5. Roane County News,
Kingston
Damon Lawrence

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Kathy Carlson, Tim Ghianni,
Hollie Deese, Catherine Mayhew
Judge’s comments: Wow. Excellent
coverage, writing and presentation. Very impressive.
2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich, Jimmy Settle,
Alexis Clark, Brett Kelman
Judge’s comments: Great package. Compelling articles that are
well written. Beautiful art.
3. The Greeneville Sun
Eugenia Estes, Cicely Babb,
Ken Little, Cameron Judd
4. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
James Clark, Lisa Hobbs, Jennifer Woods, Atlanta Northcutt
5. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard, Autumn Hughes,
Kaitlin Gebby, Daniel Guy, Rick
Norton

Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
David McGee, Leif Greiss,
Sarah Wade, Tim Dodson
See WINNERS, Page 22
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Judge’s comments: Stellar
coverage. It combined excellent
narratives and storytelling with
well-reported, useful reporting for
the community.
2. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts, David
Floyd, Sam Watson, Sue Legg

First place award

First place award

Best Feature
Photograph
Group II
Rebekah Beeler –
Crossville Chronicle

Best Feature
Photograph
Group III
Henry Taylor–
The Leaf-Chonicle, Clarksville

Judge’s comments: The community was well-served by the Press
staff. Excellent reporting on all the
right subjects.
3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Shelby Harris, Amy Beth Miller,
Andrew Jones, Robert Berlin,
James Sloan

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Brett Kelman
Judge’s comments: Content is
focused, well written and presented smartly. The enterprise and use
of data to ADVANCE the story of a
generation is what sets this entry
apart from others in this category,
and the gap is wide.
2. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Brenna McDermott, Vincent
Gabrielle, Monica Kast
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Elizabeth Fite, Patrick Filbin,
Wyatt Massey

Clarksville
Chris Smith
2. The Greeneville Sun
Scott Jenkins

Editorials
Group 1
1. Hickman County Times,
Centerville
Bradley Martin
Judge’s comments: Like the focus
on local, local subjects -- the space
where local papers can shine. It
certainly doesn’t hurt either to
remind readers why local journalism matters. Bold stroke, too, to
chide police for slow-footing on
the release of crime news.
2. The McKenzie Banner
Jason Martin
Judge’s comments: Nice look
behind to help illuminate the
path ahead. For those in denial
or weighed down by ignorance,
retelling the story of Yellow Fever
was a timely read. It says: We have

been here before. An ounce of
perspective can go a long way.
3. The Milan Mirror-Exchange
Victor Parkins, Crystal Burns,
Steve Short
Judge’s comments: Got to admire
an opinion page that serves up
such a diversity of topics, from a
Biden presidency to Dr. Pimple Popper and COVID. You’re right: life just
isn’t that serious all the time.
4. Carroll County News-Leader,
Huntingdon
Shirley Nanney, Dennis Richardson
5. The Herald Chronicle,
Winchester

Alan Clark, Gina Moore

Group 2
1. New Tri-State Defender,
Memphis
Karanja A. Ajanaku
Judge’s comments: On point, and
not afraid to be in the reader’s
face regarding issues of the day.
2. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell,
Dave Gould, Josh Cross
3. Crossville Chronicle
Heather Mullinix

Group 3
1. The Leaf-Chronicle,

3. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Lindsay Pride, Don Foy
4. The Jackson Sun
Brandon Shields
5. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
J. Todd Foster, Marcus Fitzsimmons, Mike Sisco
Judge’s comments: Wearing
masks in Blount County to slow virus spread is self-explanatory, and
the local news story touts the paper’s vow to report the facts. The
most eye-opening of the edits is
an exploration of US dependence
on Chinese pharmaceuticals, a

well-written guest editorial by a
group whose credentials appear
reliable.
2. Bristol Herald Courier
Paul Rice
Judge’s comments: The most
compelling of the editorials
enthusiastically supports building
a casino and resort in “financially
challenged city.” More research
might have shown that nearly every city with casino gambling has
discovered a mixed bag of results.

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
David Plazas
Judge’s comments: “Bad actors
amid a peaceful protest” takes a
different approach to addressing
an issue that was the focus of
editorials nationwide by successfully honing in on a critical point
too often overlooked by print and
electronic media -- identifying
See WINNERS, Page 23
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The evil crossbows and saga
of my uncles’ thumbs
Several readers of this column
remember 15 years ago when I
wrote of a demon-possessed weapon that mangled two members of
my family. When deer season gets
underway in Appalachia, I am frequently asked if this narrative will
be published again. Since both of
the victims have now passed and
dwell eternally in God’s prime
hunting grounds, I feel a reprise is
in order.
William Tell, the medieval
archer who shot apples off his
son’s head in feats of marksmanship, would be mortified by my
southern Appalachian uncles who
became legendary not for archery
prowess but maiming themselves.
The story, absolutely true and
documented by hospital admission
records and eyewitnesses, starts
innocently enough with my cousin, a Texas university professor,
deciding to present his father, my
uncle, with a special birthday
present: a high-priced crossbow.

‘He was delighted to
receive the new weapon’
Several Appalachian states legalized crossbows for deer. This uncle
happened to live in one of the crossbow-approved hunting jurisdictions.
He was delighted to receive the new
weapon, a model that, when fully
tricked out, cost around $1,100.
He carried the fancy crossbow
into the field with pride on the
first morning of archery deer season. He climbed into a tree stand,
pulled up his new weapon, cocked
it, mounted a bolt and settled
down to wait.
At 7:43 a.m. precisely, he shot
off the thumb of his left hand by
extending the digit above the rail of
the crossbow. Why this happened
after hours of practice, even he
cannot fathom. Later, Uncle conceded that the thumb up aiming
style was how he sighted a rifle.
In the excitement, he might
have forgotten what happens to
flesh and bone when the taut
string of a crossbow is released.
The deer at which he shot escaped.
Unscathed. My uncle’s thumb,
severed above the first joint, fell
to the ground. Being a true Son of
Appalachia—a boy tempered by
economic hardships during the

First place award

First place award
Best Feature
Photograph
Group IV
Jonathan Roberts –
Johnson City Press

Best Personal Humor Column
Group I
Steve Oden –
Chester County Independent, Henderson
Great Depression and in manhood
hardened by combat in Korea
— he wrapped a hand kerchief
around the wound, picked up the
thumb and drove himself to the
hospital, where the digit was re-attached by a team of surgeons.
He swore to never again cock
and shoot a crossbow, bequeathing the offending instrument
(he later intimated it might be
haunted) to one of his brothers,
a retired state prison guard who
pooh-poohed the thumb detachment as a freak accident, caused
mainly by his sibling’s ineptitude.
He gratefully accepted the crossbow and took it hunting without
practice. This uncle of mine is an
expert deer hunter, who owns a
wall adorned with trophy buck
mounts. He, therefore, did not
worry about the crossbow’s bloody
history when he drew a bead on a
whitetail deer that slipped close to
his tree stand . . . and shot off the
tip of his left thumb!
A career prison guard imbued
with stoicism and intestinal
fortitude, he found the amputated
nail and knuckle. After a short
hospital visit for reattachment, he
again found himself in the tree
stand, crossbow-equipped. His
left thumb, wrapped in a thick
roll of gauze, shined like a white
badge of honor as he aimed and
squeezed the trigger.
I wish the second chapter of this
incredible saga had ended happily,
but alas. My uncle who inherited
the evil crossbow again extended
his thumb above the bolt rail. This
time, he lost the appendage below
the joint!
Uncle dutifully retrieved the
severed digit, this time easier
to find because at least half the
thumb was clad in gauze. The
astounded surgeons re-connected
bone, tendon, and muscles. He
was released from the hospital

with the admonition never to
handle that mutilating weapon. It
couldn’t be trusted.
Of course, he could not wait to
go hunting. For the third time, he
climbed the tree and ensconced
himself in the stand . . . with
cursed crossbow cradled in his
arms. After all, what were the
odds that he would extend the
mutilated digit above the rail and
repeat past mishaps?

‘He took aim, checked
the elevation of his
bandage-clad thumb and
fired.’
A 10-point buck chased a doe
into the food plot, 15 yards from
my uncle’s stand. He took aim,
checked the elevation of his
bandage-clad thumb and fired.
The crossbow bolt ricocheted off a
locust tree branch and missed the
buck by 20 feet, but it drew blood.
Uncle’s thumb was gone for good.
“You danged idgit!” commented
his brother, the original crossbow
owner, when physicians conceded there was not enough thumb
remaining to be reconstructed. On
the spot in the hospital recovery
room, he repossessed the crossbow and pledged to never again
allow an Oden to touch the instrument of torture.
What happened to the crossbow
that deprived two veteran Appalachian hunters of their digits? Further history of the “Thumbinator,”
folklore’s name for the maiming
weapon, was lost in legend and rumor. However, if during deer season
you walk into an all-night diner and
sees cowling hunters lift coffee cups
in greeting — look at their hands.
If the lot of them have one less
thumb than normal, you have
either entered the Twilight Zone or
the demon crossbow still lurks in
the shadows.

WINNERS, from Page 22
the elements of a peaceful protest
and the “bad actors who infiltrate
those protests and irrevocably
compromise the message. “
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Pam Sohn, Clint Cooper
Judge’s comments: The strongest
of the three is “Still pleading 121
years later,” a striking history lesson behind the 2020(!) passing of
anti-lynching legislation. But the
two edits that mine pluses and minuses of Covid-19 also command
readers’ attention.

Headline Writing
Group 1

1. Cheatham County Exchange,
Pleasant View
Ivan Aronin
Judge’s comments: Turning
common phrases on their heads
worked perfectly to draw readers
in and portray the stories well. The
headlines illustrated and highlighted the stories perfectly.
2. The Millington Star
Thomas Sellers Jr.
Judge’s comments: The COVID
headline is extremely clever. It’s
not easy to utilize a play on words
with such a serious topic, but you
made it work with a poignant,
interesting headline. Similarly,
Arby’s worked so well to illustrate
the point.
3. The LaFollette Press
See WINNERS, Page 24
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Who was that masked woman? Let’s
just face the facts: She’s blonde
Life is tough when you’re adjusting to the coronavirus chaos.
It’s tougher when you’re blonde.
Trust me. I’m a blonde.
All the way to the roots.
Case in point: See the little picture of me wearing a face mask? It’s
a selfie that I re-shot about 10 times
— and, even though I’m wearing a
mask, I smiled every time.
Seriously. Not just once — but
EVERY SINGLE TIME.
It’s not the first time the mask
has proven problematic for me. It
won’t be the last.
I mean, it’s not like I’m one of
those people who wears my
mask in my car when I’m driving down the road. (What’s up
with that anyway?)
I typically put mine on
when I head into a store or a
restaurant where I know I’ll
come face to face with other
humans.
As soon as I step back
outside into the sunshine and
fresh air, I can’t yank it off fast
enough.
Lately, though, considering
some of my blonde moments, there
have been a few times I’ve been
glad I was wearing the mask.
In fact, a couple times in particular, I hoped the mask concealed
enough of my face that I was
incognito.
I was checking out last weekend
at a certain chain store giant’s
self-checkout — what better place
to self-distance than a self-check-

WINNERS, from Page 23
Robby O’Daniel
Judge’s comments: Partnering a
headlines with illustrative photos
can be so effective, and you pulled
it off by saying just enough to
draw people in with “Drive-Thru.” The others do a great job of
grabbing eyes - Gerber made me
laugh.
4. Pulaski Citizen
Nathan Gomillion, Mark Mize,
Scott Stewart, Cary Jane Malone
5. The Dickson Post
Ivan Aronin

First place award

First place award
Best Feature
Photograph
Group V
Robin Rudd –
Chattanooga Times Free Press

Best Personal Humor Column
Group II
Chris Menees–
Union City Daily Messenger
out? — when I realized I had a
couple coupons that would save
me a couple bucks on my purchase.
I pulled out a handful of coupons only to realize they were

stuck together. Try as I might, I
couldn’t get them apart.
So, purely out of impulse and
without thinking, I did something
which is a complete no-no amid
the coronavirus crisis.
I licked my fingers.
Rather, I tried to lick my fingers.
Did I happen to mention I was
wearing THE MASK?!?
Do you know how tough it is to
lick your fingers through a mask?
Seriously. I tried to lick them
not just once — but THREE TIMES

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Lyle Graves
2. Murfreesboro Post
Ivan Aronin
3. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin
4. Crossville Chronicle
Rebekah Beeler
5. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Mark Brown, Steve Marion,
Dale Gentry

Group 3

— before it dawned on me that
something had come between us.
The mask may not save me from
coronavirus, but in this instance,
it certainly saved me from my
own stupidity.
Sadly, it didn’t save me from
embarrassment moments earlier when I realized I wasn’t
following the newly-placed
one-way directional arrows
on the chain store’s aisles and,
like a salmon, I was swimming upstream against a sea
of angry shoppers.
Thankfully, they couldn’t
read my lips as I mumbled
to myself beneath my mask,
wondering aloud why they all
looked so irritated.
I quickly realized the error of
my ways — at least after my husband pointed it out — and decided
it was best that I self-distance from
the other shoppers.
Let’s face it. Some days, it would
pay for me to wear dark sunglasses AND a big hat with the face
mask.
Coronavirus will eventually
pass. Blonde moments last forever.

1. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
Seth Wright
Judge’s comments: I love the use
of headlines playing off photos,
particularly “Monster Mash.” You
used excellent judgment in knowing that because serious injury
was avoided, a playful headline
could draw readers in and tell
the story. And the “moo-ving”
headline was a great opportunity
to attract attention to something
that could otherwise be dry.
2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Rick Norton
Judge’s comments: In what some
may say has been a crappy year,

you took full advantage of being
tongue-in-cheek and attracting
attention to stories with headlines
that turned heads. Playing the
headline off a photo worked well
for you, where you added context.

Judge’s comments: “Culture Canceled” is my favorite!

3. The Nashville Ledger
Lyle Graves

Judge’s comments: “High boater
turnout” is SO GOOD.

Judge’s comments: “Wing and
prayer” let you take full advantage
of the double (or triple) meaning
to really tell a full story in a simple
headline that tied everything up
so well.

3. Bristol Herald Courier
Robert Allen

Group 4
1. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion

2. The Daily Times, Maryville
Mike Sisco, Marcus Fitzsimmons

Judge’s comments: Nice job, with
“Making grate strides” especially!
4. Kingsport Times-News
Frank Cannon

Group 5
See WINNERS, Page 26
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First place award

First place award

First place award

Best Sports
Photograph
Group I
Tony Cox
– The Courier News, Clinton

Best Sports
Photograph
Group II
Michael Lindsay–
Crossville Chronicle

Best Sports
Photograph
Group III
Helen Comer – The Daily News
Journal, Murfreesboro

It’s best to joke about getting old
Age is just a number and mine
is unlisted.
I heard that joke and laughed
so hard. It would have received an
LOL post on Facebook, a laughing
emoji or maybe both.
Bar none, “I remember when
the Dead Sea was only sick” is my
favorite old age joke.
There are perks to being over
50. I found a list online to prove it.
The perks of being over 50 and my
responses to them:
• Kidnappers aren’t very
interested in you. I, for one, am
thankful for this one.
• In a hostage situation you
are likely to be released first. See
above comment.
• No one expects you to run a
marathon. Thank goodness, because that will not happen. If you
see me running, there’s a mugger
chasing me. Please, call 911.
• People call at 9 p.m. and ask,
“Did I wake you?” My response
will be, “Yes, you did.”

First place award
Best Personal Humor Column
Group III
Lisa Hobbs –
Southern Standard, McMinnville
• People no longer view you as
a hypochondriac. I was blissfully
unaware that anyone thought such
about me.
• There is nothing left to learn
the hard way. Another, thank
goodness.
• Things you buy now won’t
wear out. My favorite clothes
won’t wear out? Blessing!
• You can eat dinner at 4 p.m.
Excuse me, because I already do
this. If I’m hungry, I eat.
• You keep hearing about other
people’s operations. Aww. Let’s
take this one off the list, please.

• You get into heated arguments
about pension plans. Say it isn’t so,
please!
• You have a party and the
neighbors don’t even realize it.
This is a good thing. Party!!!
• You no longer think of speed
limits as a challenge. Are they just
suggestions?
• You quit trying to hold your
stomach in, no matter who walks
into the room. No comment.
• You sing along with elevator
music. I will not. •
Your eyes won’t get much
worse. Hallelujah!

• Your investment in health insurance is finally beginning to pay
off. I’ll be happy if the investment
in my health with healthy eating
and exercise pays off.
• Your joints are more accurate
meteorologists than the National
Weather Service. My next career
plans.
• Your secrets are safe with
your friends because they can’t
remember them either. I’ve always
believed that three people can
keep a secret if two of them are
dead.
• Your supply of brain cells is
finally down to manageable size.
The Southern in me says, “Bless
it!”
• You can’t remember where
you read this list. I do not remember where I read this list. When it
comes to growing older, it’s always
best to look on the brighter side.
Find that silver lining and hold
onto it like you’ve found a floatation device in turbulent water.

Photos by Donn Jones, Donn Jones
Photography

Top photo: Lyle Graves, Knoxville Ledger, receives first-place
plaque for Group II Best Local
Features from UT President Randy Boyd. Bottom photo: Lindsay
Pride, Herald-Citizen, Cookeville,
receives first-place plaque for
Group III Make-Up and Appearance from Boyd.
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For Daisy Duke, all space is
personal. It’s hers, personally.
Daisy Duke has never heard of
social distancing.
Ask any bloodhound owner and
they’ll tell you their dog has no
idea about the concept of personal
space. These hounds will get into
your business no matter what
you’re doing.
To be fair, Daisy Duke has never
been taught to keep her distance.
She’s a social animal who has
never met a stranger.
The first day I met her – in a
park in Mooresville, N.C. – she
jumped up and gave me a kiss. It
was love at first slobber; she joined
our family a couple of days later.
So while we humans are being
urged to remain at least six feet
apart, Daisy Duke is making up
for any lost contact.
Playtime in the backyard can
turn into a brawl at any moment.
When it comes to playing fetch, Daisy Duke is more of a retriever than a
hound. She will bring anything you
throw right back to you, and most
of the time she’ll even let you have it
so you can throw it again.
But sometimes, maybe just for
kicks, she’ll run directly at you
with the ball and not slow down,
pretending you’re not even there.
Evasive action becomes necessary
if you want all your leg ligaments
to remain intact.
Inside, Daisy Duke has a favorite thing to do. If you are sitting
on the couch, she’ll jump up next
to you. Just when you think she’s
being a good dog and going to lay
down on the couch, she stretches
out and jumps up on the back. She
slides over, a little at a time, until
she’s right over you.

WINNERS, from Page 24
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Staff
Judge’s comments: LOVE “Dressing for Dinner!”
2. The Tennessean, Nashville
Karen Grigsby

First place award

First place award
Best Sports
Photograph
Group IV
David Crigger –
Bristol Herald Courier

Best Personal Humor Column
Group IV
Joe Avento –
Johnson City Press
Then it comes. Wham! She
jumps down and lands on you,
with all the force an 80-pound
hound can muster.
She seems to think it’s funny.
And it was – the first 100 times.
You know who does like social
distancing when it comes to Daisy
Duke? Her step-sister Piper. For the
two years we’ve had Daisy Duke
– her “gotcha day” was March 5 –
she has tried and tried to play with
Piper, a small blue heeler mix.
Daisy Duke gets real low and
jumps around from aside to side,
sometimes even taunting with a
toy in her mouth. Piper turns into
a snarling badger, baring her teeth
and leaping at her prey.
Piper can be swept across the
room with one fling of those
massive paws. Daisy Duke has
never been aggressive toward her,
but she’s taken a couple of swipes
while trying to play.
Getting close isn’t even Daisy
Duke’s worst social faux pa(w)
s. It’s a known fact that a bloodhound’s slobber can be a dangerous weapon and she’s not afraid
to use hers. Think Spider-Man
in a wrinkly outfit. She can fling
that stuff further than you need
to know. Walls, doors, windows,

Chuck Campbell, Sam Venable
Judge’s comments: Really like the
split decision headline especially!

Investigative Reporting
Group 1
1. The Dickson Post
Sean Barry, Ivan Aronin

Judge’s comments: I love the
typewriter headline!

Judge’s comments: The paper and
the reporter are committed to holding those in power accountable.

3. News Sentinel, Knoxville

2. The Courier, Savannah

even ceilings – it’s been everywhere.
Trying to keep the house
sanitized is a full-time job. Maybe
that’s what they meant when they
said we could work from home.
Luckily, the World Health Organization issued a statement saying,
“Currently, there is no evidence
that pets such as dogs and cats have
infected humans with COVID-19.”
That supposedly led to many dogs
being let out of quarantine.
This meant that – and this is
not an original line – WHO did, in
fact, let the dogs out.
We’re still urged to wash our
hands after handling a dog, but
we already know that. Many of us
feel like we don’t have any skin
cells left on our hands because
they’ve been washed so many
times in the last few weeks.
If you want to be truly safe
around Daisy Duke, there is one
thing that seems to work. All you
need to do is call her.
If she knows you want her to
come to you, she’ll speed off in
the other direction. Any playing,
attention or petting all has to be
done on her terms.
After all, no matter how hard
we have tried to prove otherwise,
she’s the boss. And she knows it.

R. Kelly Jordan
3. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell
4. Hickman County Times,
Centerville
Bradley Martin
5. Robertson County Times,
Springfield
Alexis Clark

Group 2
1. The Wilson Post, Lebanon

Ivan Aronin, Angie Mayes

local government accountable.

Judge’s comments: Great job
breaking news of the harassment
complaints and handling them
in a sensitive, balanced manner.
Local citizens validated the importance of the story by ousting the
school board member at the next
election.

4. Roane County News,
Kingston
Damon Lawrence

2. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Mark Brown

1. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich

Judge’s comments: This was a
well-written & engaging piece.
The effort put into the article
was clear w/ its multiple sources,
including historical documents
and quotes from old papers &
medical journals. Some nice turns
of phrase like “slipped through the
floorboards of history.”

Judge’s comments: Tremendous job
by Jennifer Babich, who exposed
a hidden issue clearly and powerfully. Her work led to a child abuse
charge that was originally ignored
by a state agency and a lawmaker
calling for new legislation.

5. Crossville Chronicle
Heather Mullinix

Group 3

3. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell

2. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Ben Wheeler, Abby Dykes,
Emma Holmes, Miranda Maynard, Marissa Vazquez

Judge’s comments: Nice job by
reporter Tena Lee for really sticking with this story and following it
through to its conclusion. A great
example of a journalist holding a

3. The Jackson Sun
Adam Friedman, Stephanie
Amador
See WINNERS, Page 27
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No McDonald’s, No Taco Bell on Signal Mountain
They’ve closed our McDonald’s
on Signal Mountain. There is yellow
tape across the entrance in case you
are tempted to turn in by habit.
On a scale of human suffering
— with 1 being a paper cut and 10
being accidentally slamming your
head in a car door — this is a 3 for
our family. Not horrible, but not a
happy moment either.
We spent a lot of hours on that
indoor playground at the mountain
McDonald’s when the boys were
little. A time or two, they disappeared into the tubes and I had to
wedge my big, Quarter Pounder-fed
derriere in there to fish them out.
We probably visited the golden
arches on Signal at least once a
week for the last 20 years. A report
in the Times Free Press said the
owners made a business decision
to shut down — not enough customer traffic, I guess.
Some say it was the hoity-toity
palates of us mountain residents
that account for the demise of the
mountain Micky D’s. As a guy
who grew up on Spam, Tater Tots
and pinto beans, I say “no way.” I
might be hoity, but I’m definitely
not toity.
What hurts is that this was
the last national fast-food restaurant on the mountain. We have
a Guthrie’s chicken restaurant, a
Domino’s pizza takeout, a Subway
sandwich shop and numerous fine
independent eateries, but no more

WINNERS, from Page 26
4. The Jackson Sun
Adam Friedman
5. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich

Group 4
1. Bristol Herald Courier
Sarah Wade
Judge’s comments: Excellent
package. Well written, engaging
visuals and layout. Well done.
2. Johnson City Press
Jonathan Roberts
Judge’s comments: Very compelling. Well written.

First place award
Best Personal Humor Column
Group V
Mark Kennedy –
Chattanooga Times Free Press
McNuggets — the gold standard of
nuggetry.
Is there any such thing as a
fast-food desert? Well if Signal is
not a fast-food desert, it’s at least a
fast-food sand trap.
The 37377 ZIP code — which
includes Signal Mountain, Walden
and some unincorporated areas —
has a population of over 15,000.
(By the way, my 13-year-son has
dubbed the unincorporated areas
the “uncharted territories.” He
thinks it sounds more mysterious
that way.)
Meanwhile, Dunlap, the nearest
small town, has a population of
about 5,000 and yet has a Sonic,
a McDonald’s and a Hardee’s. If
Congress wants to investigate
something, let it investigate this!
For those of you who think his
is not real news, a report about
the Signal Mountain McDonald’s
closing was a leading story on the
Times Free Press website one day
earlier this month. Fast food is
serious business. The announced
opening of a Chicken Salad Chick

3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones

restaurant on Signal, meanwhile,
was also a top web story. And so
was the follow-up story a few days
later that essentially said, “Psyche!”
I have a buddy who dreams of
opening a Chick-fil-A on Signal
Mountain. He thinks it would be a
license to print money. I told him
you could pen a Chick-fil-A at the
bottom of the ocean and it would
be busy 24/6. If you opened a
Chick-fil-A on Signal, people would
die in a stampede.
When I first moved to the mountain almost 30 years ago, there was
a Hardee’s and Taco Bell, too. The
Hardee’s became a bank, and the
Taco Bell became, well, it became
an empty building with tall grass
for long stretches of time.
I was a patron of all three fastfood restaurants. My go-tos were
steak and biscuit from Hardee’s,
chicken tacos from Taco Bell and
Quarter Pounders with cheese
from McDonald’s.
Our younger son is so addicted
to Taco Bell chicken quesadillas

Local Features
Group 1

4. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones

1. Carthage Courier
Ken Beck

5. Bristol Herald Courier
Leif Greiss

Judge’s comments: Vibrant writing, beautiful design and a smart
mix of stories. Bravo!

Group 5
1. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Jamie Satterfield

2. The Courier News, Clinton
Ken Leinart, G. Chambers
Williams III

2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Wyatt Massey

Judge’s comments: Was particularly touched by the American flag
story. Lots of heart. Congratulations.

3. The Commercial Appeal,
Memphis
Max Garland, Sarah Macaraeg,
Colleen Wilson

3. The Bledsonian-Banner,
Pikeville
Sandy Dodson, Chase Smith
See WINNERS, Page 28

that I occasionally have to drive
all the way to Red Bank and back,
about a 40-minute round trip
from our house, just to satisfy his
cravings.
My older son, meanwhile, was
a McDonald’s double-cheeseburger fiend. Once, when he won a
countywide cross-country race in
third grade, someone asked me
what we fed him.
“Double cheeseburgers and
Skittles,” I said proudly.
To anyone who wonders if fast
food ruined our boys’ health, I just

watched our younger son run 13
consecutive 200-yard dashes at
soccer training with only a couple
of deep breaths in between. Meanwhile, our older son, a freshman
in college, could run a mile in a
smidge over five minutes in high
school.
Now, I have to burn a gallon of
gas to get to fast food. Y’all, I’m sitting at home right now, getting the
tremors for tacos and the shakes
for shakes.
What is wrong with this country?

First place award
Best Sports Photograph
Group V
Joe Rondone –
The Commercial Appeal, Memphis
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Trust, but verify: Stop blindly sharing Looking the other way not
Facebook misinformation with others an option with children
Trust, but verify.
It’s a Russian proverb that was
popularized in America by President Ronald Reagan. Of course,
the phrase resonates to me as a
journalist.
It’s what we do every day. Talk
to sources, analyze whether to
trust what they’re saying on a particular subject, and when possible,
verify through an independent
source.
Perhaps now more than ever,
the phrase applies to the way people should think about everything.
The phrase certainly applies to
the way we consume Facebook
and other social media.
As a student in the 2000s, I remember many teachers furrowing
their brows when talking about
online research.
Some teachers even advised to
only cite information from web-

sites with a .gov or .org domain, as
.com websites couldn’t be trusted,
apparently.
It was a different time.
Of course, this type of instruction was specifically geared
toward young people, novices in
the field of research, kids who
wouldn’t know better.
It was shorthand, cutting out
the need for independent rational
thinking.
As adults, we can scrutinize
the information we come across,

WINNERS, from Page 27

Whitney Diller

Judge’s comments: Strong human
interest writing with a heart for
local journalism. Great work.

Judge’s comments: An excellent
job - three different features
covering different aspects of
COVID-19 response. Each one was
well-written, well-researched, and
comprehensive.

4. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell,
Randy Moomaw, Rick Murray
5. The LaFollette Press
Robby O’Daniel, Noah Taylor,
Eva Herinkova

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Nancy Henderson, Kylie
Hubbard, Dan Fleser
2. The Tullahoma News
Kyle Murphy, Katelyn Lawson
3. farragutpress
Michelle Hollenhead, Alan
Sloan
4. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell
5. The Herald-News, Dayton
Becky Tucker

Group 3
1. The Nashville Ledger
Hollie Deese, Hollie Deese,

First place award

First place award

Best Personal Column
Group II
Tena Lee –
Hendersonville Standard

Best Personal Column
Group I
Robby O’Daniel –
The LaFollette Press

2. Cleveland Daily Banner
Allen Mincey, Autumn
Hughes, Tim Siniard, Kaitlin
Gebby, Daniel Guy

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Melanie Tucker, Shelby Harris,
Troy Provost-Heron, Linda
Braden Albert, Steve Wildsmith,
Andrew Jones, Amy Beth Miller
Judge’s comments: Well-thoughtout submissions that suggested
an editorial concept.
2. Citizen Tribune, Morristown
John Gullion
Judge’s comments: Some commendable writing by a single
person. That is noteworthy.
3. Kingsport Times-News
Jeff Bobo, Matthew Lane,
Kevin Mays, J.H. Osborne, Rick
Wagner

identify the source, mull over
the details, decide whether the
source is reputable, determine
whether the information sounds
plausible and ultimately, weigh
the information against other
reputable sources, verify if it’s
true.
Above all, I remember teachers
advised never to use Wikipedia
because just anyone can edit the
entries.
And while this is true, have you
See O’DANIEL , Page 30

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Brad Schmitt
Judge’s comments: Brad Schmitt
is a storyteller, an important voice.
His writing reflects this diverse
community. Wonderful use of
quotes that add real insight. His
entries also show that you do not
need to have a massive, in-depth
story to make a difference and
touch readers.
2. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Ryan Wilusz
Judge’s comments: Love the
diversity of the subject matter. The
writer goes all-in and that type of
dedication matters.
3. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Meghan Mangrum, David
Cook, Stephen Hargis, Anne
Braly, Tim Barber, Lisa Denton,
Jay Greeson

Make-Up and
Appearance
Group 1
1. The Humboldt Chronicle
Danny Wade, Mindy East,
Stephen Russell

It’s been several weeks now, but
two plea hearings I recently sat
in on in criminal court will likely
stick with me for a while.
I was in court to report on a
plea deal made by a local middle
school teacher charged with sexually assaulting two students.
For whatever reason, the case
kept getting moved lower down on
the docket.
For several hours I shifted on
the rock-hard bench and listened
as defendants mostly charged with
drug offenses or parole violations
accepted their agreed-upon punishment and promised to mend
their ways.
One case in particular made my
stomach turn.
The defendant, a man in his late
30’s, was led to the podium.
The judge read the terms of
his plea agreement. If he pleaded guilty to one count of child
rape, the other charges would be

dropped and he’d spend the next
30 years in prison.
The judge asked a series of questions. Did he understand he’d be
67 years old when he was released?
Did he understand he would be on
the sex offender registry for life?
Did he understand he was to have
no contact with his victim?
Each time he emitted a respectful, barely audible, “Yes, sir.”
The assistant district attorney
then read the state’s proof had the
case gone to trial.
The defendant had admitted to
raping his victim, a relative, repeatedly from the time she was 10
years old until, at 16, she showed
up an area hospital with stomach
pains. It was determined later that
the teen was pregnant with the
defendant’s baby.
The teen and her mother were
satisfied with the plea deal, the
assistant district attorney told the

2. Hamilton County Herald,
Chattanooga
Mike Hopey

resorting to tricks or overdoing it.
Just a nice read.

3. The Courier News, Clinton
Ken Leinart
4. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Robert Turner
5. The Gallatin News
Carrie Tomlin, Sherry Mitchell,
Zach Womble, Mary Anne Ferrell

Group 2
1. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Dale Gentry, Kim Cook, Ray
Seabolt, Jesse Woody, Steven
Lloyd
Judge’s comments: Just a professionally built newspaper that
knews what stories to emphasize.
It is visually interesting without

See LEE , Page 31

2. Crossville Chronicle
Caroline Selby, Heather Mullinix, Cheryl Duncan, Rebekah
Beeler, Michael Lindsay, Michael
R. Moser
Judge’s comments: There is no
lack of news here. It gives something for everyone who picks it up,
It is visually interesting and has a
good mix of news and features.
3. farragutpress
Alan Sloan, Tammy Cheek,
Michelle Hollenhead
4. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Tommy Bryan,
Carrie Tomlin, Mary Anne Ferrell
5. New Tri-State Defender,
See WINNERS, Page 30

2021 State Press Contests Awards • Page 29

Missing Harley: A best friend who was never my own
“I think dogs are the most amazing creatures; they give unconditional love. For me, they are the
role model for being alive.”
— Gilda Radner (1946-1989)
American comedian; original
cast member, Saturday Night Live
Scarred by a year of harsh judgments from the sharp tongues of
critics, and coming with a frequency like never before, there’s been a
comfort in going home at day’s end
to the absolute love of a dog.
And he’s not even our dog. He’s
the neighbor’s.
But, that has changed. The
family next door moved to another
town. And Harley went with them.
It’s probably just as well that
I haven’t owned a dog since
childhood. Saying goodbye is just
too hard. With Harley, I didn’t
even get to say goodbye. He just
vanished overnight on the family’s
late-night return to get their last
load of belongings.
Long after darkness, I was
already asleep.
I knew they were leaving the
house next door. I realized Harley
would be gone. But I hoped I
might see him one last time the
next day. I did not.
A black-haired, white-pawed mix
between hound and border collie,
Harley boasted the ivory chest of the
latter and the bark of the former. His
feet looked like they’d been dipped

The
UnRebel
Daily Times editor’s note: This
column contains a quoted racial
epithet that some readers will
find offensive but is essential and
powerful to convey the racism that
existed at the time — the main
point of this op-ed.
Troy Bowman is dead. That
might not mean much to you. You
might never have heard this gentle
giant’s name. But for me, it’s like
saying the Statue of Liberty has
crumbled into the sea.
Troy and I grew up together.
And apart. In two towns that
masqueraded as one. One white,
the other black. Sharing the same
geography but not the same prom-

First place award
Best Personal Column
Group III
Rick Norton –
Cleveland Daily Banner
in Clorox with the back two getting
pulled out first. The tail’s tip got a
brief dunk, as well.
Harley moved in next door as
just a pup, but that came years
ago. In human terms, he’s probably in the stage called midlife.
He’s grown up as I’ve grown
old. As my hair has thinned, his
has grayed; at least, on both sides
of the snout. He’s also got a sprig
of white along each shoulder. But
that’s OK. My shoulders slump.
And Harley doesn’t seem bothered
by either defect, his or mine.
Harley sees life through a pair
of the biggest, saddest and broodiest brown eyes. Yet, they dance
like tiny marbles when the light
is right and the sun, or the moon,
have reached their zenith.
In our days together, he liked a
nap, loved to play and often found
himself rolling side-to-side with
paws saluting the sky in the cool
grass of our backyard. When not
inside his house, Harley patrolled
our lawn, preferring the shade of
the yellow maple by summer and

the sunlit timbers of our deck by
winter.
Even if Harley could speak, he
probably would have little to say.
In our yard, he was always more
of a listener. Ears perked when
feeling frisky, his eyes twinkled
when he wanted to romp.
We played like brothers. I
chased him. He chased me. He’d
sneak up from behind and yank
the dangling red bandana from
the back pocket of my torn and
faded jeans whether I was raking
debris, pushing the mower or
pruning shrubs. While I pulled
weeds on hands and knees, he’d
stand in the way under my chest.
If I told him to move over, he’d get
closer. If I planted a new flower,
he’d sniff the empty pot. If I sat on
the steps of the porch, he sat too.
We did whatever aging man and
tricksy dog are supposed to do. He
always did it faster, and I laughed
at his delight.
We never fought. Anger had no
place in our time together. Harley
felt at home on our side of the line.

First place award
Best Personal Column
Group IV
Buzz Thomas–
The Daily Times, Maryville
ise. Or present.
We met in the mid-’60s after
Maryville finally got around to
obeying the 1954 Supreme Court
ruling that “separate but equal”
wasn’t. And that the nation’s public schools were to be open to all
students without regard to race.
So here came Troy to my previously all-white school, Maryville
High School. There were probably
75 boys in my grade at the time,
but only two African Americans Joe Paxton and Troy. They tell me
Joe’s still alive. I’m glad. I liked

him and cheered him on when he
beat up one of the biggest bullies
in the school. But by the time we
turned 16, Joe had dropped out or
transferred somewhere else. So, it
was just Troy.
Can you imagine what a lonely
road that must have been?
It helped that he was such a
physical specimen. The first time
I saw him in the football dressing
room, I could not believe my eyes.
I also couldn’t believe that I was
going to have to block and tackle
him every day in practice. The

We liked having him around. He
enjoyed the welcome.
On our wooden, brown-stained
deck, Harley had his own water
bowl. We even fed him on days
that he came to visit. His owners
knew it. They blessed the affection
we shared for their pet. He was especially fond of the slices of cheese
fed by my wife from her outdoor
rocking chair. Standing at her
knees, his handsome head hovered
above her lap. His ears came alive
at the opening of a plastic wrapper.
In the eyes of Harley, my Love
Muffin had become his Cheese
Lady. We enjoyed the laugh by
morning, noon or night. It made
our bad days good and our good
days better.
Harley became our joy. Though
not ours to claim, the adoption
seemed nonetheless real. In a
manner of speaking, it might have
been Harley who adopted us . . .
a pair of slow, old owls who lived
half-a-state away from their nearest family, a quiet duo much closer
to their end than a beginning.
In a time and a day and an age
when people judge more than they
don’t, Harley did not. Any sins
I brought home from the office
Harley forgave. Any problems I
created for others with a cross
word Harley looked the other
way. Any stress I carried into the
driveway Harley soothed with the
wag of his tail and the unspoken

words, “You’re home!”
Harley didn’t care about a Confederate statue. A pandemic was
least on his mind. Weather was
never a factor unless he was cold.
The headlines in our newspaper
meant little because he couldn’t
read. And the actions I took on any,
none or all the above were fine by
him because all he knew was love .
. . pure, deep, unconditional love.
It didn’t used to be that way. In
the early days Harley didn’t like
us because he didn’t know us.
We reached out. He reached back.
We gave a little. Harley gave a lot.
Harley took a chance. He gave his
trust, and then his affection. That’s
all we needed. It’s all he wanted.
Second only to my wife, Harley
is my best friend.
But now he’s gone. And I miss
him dearly.
In the early evening I sometimes
peek out the back-door window,
only to be reminded Harley is no
longer there. He’s not waiting for
supper. He’s not hoping for a pat
on the head, a warm hug or a slice
of cheese.
We’ve put away the old dish from
which he ate. We’ve removed the
plastic Cool Whip bowl from which
he drank. Now, his spot sits empty.
Harley wasn’t even our dog.
Our sense of loss might scant be
measured.
But that which he gave us we
never will forget.

first time he threw the shot put at
a high school track meet — as a
lowly sophomore — he broke the
school record. If they had a record
for running over your teammates
in practice, he broke that, too.
As a football player, Troy started
in every game from the time he
got to the high school until he
graduated in 1973. During those
three years, we never lost a regular season game. We won a state
championship and lost one by a
missed extra point.
I was a pretty good player
but had to work at it. Summer
nights would find me upstairs in
the weight room at the old gym
(which sat on today’s MHS practice field) working out — often
by myself — on the team’s new
universal weight machine. I had
a key. Troy lived just over the hill
and would sometimes drop by,
usually in his street clothes.

He would take the metal pin
and move it to the bottom of the
stack of weights at each station on
the machine and bang, bang, bang
it up and down about 10 times before moving on to the next station
and doing the same. I can still see
him sitting in the metal seat with
the candy-apple red upholstery of
the leg press pumping away with
all 750 pounds like it was nothing.
He would finish the half-dozen or
so stations in less than 10 minutes,
laugh at me and walk out singing
the latest hit song by the Temptations or Four Tops. I would be
there another hour and never once
leg pressed 750 pounds.
There have been lots of great
football players at Maryville and
Alcoa. At Alcoa, there was Randall
Cobb, Shannon Mitchell, Billy
Williams. Too many to name.
See THOMAS, Page 30
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Finding
empathy
One of my first memories was
seeing my biological father on his
knees with his hands behind his
head in front of my grandmother’s
garage.
A blaring light shone on him
while police officers shouted,
“Hands on your head” and “Don’t
move!”
Five at the time, I remember
tears running down my face as I
watched the officers move in closer
and arrest him. Being so young, I
couldn’t remember why the police
were called, but I always carried
the feeling from that moment and a
resentment toward police officers.
Since then, I’ve had many
encounters with the police, from
house calls when I lived in a dysfunctional home to the occasional
stop. But one situation once again
fed into my frustration with the
system.
One evening when I was 19,
driving on the back roads of Coffee
County, stopped at a stop sign, an
officer drove by and asked me if
I knew about “any ruckus going
on.” More confused by him using
the word “ruckus,” I told the officer “No,” to which he replied, “Go
ahead and put the car in park.”
I could feel my heart starting to
beat faster, as I could tell the situation was escalating. Confused and

THOMAS, from Page 29
But there was only one Albert
Davis. Just as there was only one
Jackie Robinson. At Maryville, it
was Troy. These were young men
who outperformed their peers
athletically while opposing fans
screamed, “Kill the nigger!”
That takes a level of discipline
and self-control that most can only
dream about. The thing about
Troy is that he did it while his
own fans waved Rebel flags and
the band played “Dixie.”
He was like Jim Brown. It was
nearly impossible to keep him
from gaining 3 or 4 yards. Usually more. Multiple times I heard
opposing players call him names,
but never once do I remember him
losing his composure or drawing
a penalty. Rudyard Kipling said
there comes a time in a young
man’s life when through great
pain or sorrow “all the boy in him

First place award
Best Personal Column
Group V
LeBron Hill –
The Tennessean, Nashville
frustrated, I did what he said and
parked my car. While looking at
my license, he walked to the back
of my car and flashed his light in
the back seat.
“If I checked this car, would I
find anything that would make me
need to take you to the station?” I
told him, “No, I’m on the way to
my house.” He stared at me for a
while — it felt like hours. He handed me my license and told me to go
straight home.
Once home, I fell to the ground
and started to beat my fists on the
floor. It was the only thing I knew
that could release my anger. Being
in that moment with the police
officer, it felt like all my control
was gone.

How resentment can build
from an early age

hoping will finally be a place where
everyone can live a life that isn’t
perfect but upholds the teaching
that everyone on God’s green earth
is equal. Then, sadness overwhelms
me as I think about how this adds
to the already rough relationship
between police and people of color.
It can be challenging for common
ground to be created. I know firsthand resentment toward police can
manifest when you’re just a child.
But I’ve learned to use empathy
to combat the desire to use anger
and pride to settle my differences.
Empathy can be a powerful tool
to put aside our biases and work
toward a better society.

Putting empathy into
action

Reading stories such as the
drunk New York police officer who
came into a black family’s home
in Nashville shouting racial slurs
makes me feel anger and sadness.
First, I’m angry that something
such as this could take place in our
current society, a society that I keep

As a person of color and due
to my built-up resentment, I was
nervous to participate in a ridealong with Metro Nashville Police
Department Officer Trevor Jones
late last year. I assumed I knew
everything needed to make my
mind up about police and their
intentions.
Stepping into a cop car for the

is burnt and seared away so that
he passes to the more sorrowful
state of manhood.”
I saw that happen to Troy. After
all he gave to Maryville High
School Rudyard Kipling — after
being chosen “Most Athletic” by
his peers — we rewarded him
by putting a Confederate battle
flag on the cover of his senior
yearbook. I wrote a column about
seeing tears in his eyes as he tried
to scrub that flag off with paint
thinner in a darkened corner of
the guidance department so he
could take it home to his family
and friends.
The NFL scouts liked Troy, but
college didn’t. He dropped out of
Louisiana University at Monroe
after a year and landed back in
Maryville as the custodian at a
local church.
I’ve thought a lot about Troy
and about the Maryville Rebels.
I’m proud to be one, because

I know the history. We were
rule-defying rebels, not Confederates. But outside the confines
of our little town, nobody knows
that. I can still remember when
we played Pearl-Cohn in the
state championship in the late
’90s. Some of the Nashville Metro
school board members later complained to me that they nearly had
a riot in their stands when people
realized that we were the Rebels.
“How can you allow that?” they
asked since I was chairman of the
Maryville school board in the late
1990s. “Why do you allow it?”
The Sept. 21 death of 66-yearold Troy Bowman (MHS Class
of 1973 and a six-year mailroom
employee of The Daily Times) has
brought this question back to my
conscience. Why, indeed, would
we do anything to hurt a boy as
good and as loyal as Troy was?
Rest in peace, Pop. You were the
man.

first time gave me an uneasy
feeling. Waiting for the officer to
get in the car, I looked in the back
seat and the steel mesh cage that
divides the officer from the person
arrested. Once in the car, Jones put
the key in the ignition and turned
it forward. It didn’t work. He went
for it a second time, but again, it
didn’t work. We looked at each
other and gave a nervous chuckle.
It might not have been such a dramatic event for most, but it gave me
a sense of comfort that it was just a
car and he was just a man.
Driving around East Nashville in
an extra car the precinct had, conversation around his line of work
began. His father is a police chief
in Illinois, but even though policing ran in the family, he wanted
the decision to come naturally to
him, believing that being a police
officer is “a passion work.”
Other conversations I had with
him debunked fears or myths I’ve
heard over the years regarding
protocols and procedures. I was
always told police had a quota for
tickets they gave. He explained
that it is illegal for police to enact
such a thing.
In the middle of the ride, we
stopped at a coffee shop for a beverage. It’s important to note that I had
on a hoodie and shorts; I was told
to wear something comfortable in
case I had to run. So, there I was,
a black man in a hoodie entering a
coffee shop in East Nashville with a
white police officer. I’m sure there’s
a joke in there somewhere.

While driving around an
apartment complex, I noticed an
unmarked police car pulling over
a vehicle. Jones explained that officer is a part of the police department’s community engagement
program. Certain officers are assigned to neighborhoods in the city
and work toward building a closer
relationship with the community.
Jones added that in some situations, the community engagement
officers are called before regular
officers are notified.
It makes me feel optimistic
to know how police are trying
to bridge the gap. I think about
how situations in my childhood
home would be different if there
was someone like him — a more
intimate way to handle circumstances that might not need the full
resources of a normal police call.
Spending the day with Officer
Jones allowed me to not only
better understand him, but also
to better understand the group
he represents. That’s the power
of empathy. It takes courage to sit
uncomfortably on the other side —
in my case, the passenger’s side of
a police car — and learn another’s
perspective, but it’s worth it.
I know that one ride-along
doesn’t change the hurt people
of color have experienced at the
hands of the police. I’m far from
having all the answers for how we
seek better relationships between
the community and the police, but
I do believe the answers start and
finish with empathy.

WINNERS, from Page 28

sea Gillenwater, Brian Woodson

Memphis
Brian Ramoly, Karanja A.
Ajanaku

Judge’s comments: The Herald
Courier does a wonderful job with
its best journalism. The Search
for Evelyn was extraordinarily
well presented. The paper has a
nice feel to it. Headline writing is
generally excellent, and the use of
graphics stand out.

Group 3
1. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Don Foy, Lindsay Pride, Ben
Craven, Jim Herrin, Kate Cook,
Ben Wheeler, Paige Stanage
2. Southern Standard,
McMinnville
Seth Wright

2. Johnson City Press
Brian Reese, Robert Pierce,
John Stout, Jason Bullard

Group 4

Judge’s comments: The Press does
a nice job throughout, particularly
with headline writing and splashes
of fine design. When they gave
special treatment to a story, they
made it special without trying too
hard. Clean design.

1. Bristol Herald Courier
Robert Allen, David Thometz,
Sandy Ross, George Stone, Chel-

3. The Daily Times, Maryville
Staff
See WINNERS, Page 31

3. The Nashville Ledger
Mike Hopey
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LEE, from Page 28
judge who accepted the agreement.
The defendant was ushered out
of court, the next case was called,
and I thought I would throw up.
I kept going over in my mind
how someone could endure six
years of repeated sexual abuse
without anyone else knowing.
How many people felt deep down
that something wasn’t quite right
yet turned a blind eye? Were there
people who knew exactly what was
going on but failed to speak up?
An hour or so later the judge
called the case I was there to

O’DANIEL , from Page 28
ever tried to actually do that —
edit a Wikipedia page?
Look at the actual edits of a
Wikipedia article.
There’s someone maintaining
whichever one you’re looking at to
where if you edited it right now to
include inaccurate information, it
would be fixed within minutes by
someone else.
Lots of people are committed to
maintaining the site’s accuracy,
which is the whole reason Wikipedia is valuable to anyone.

WINNERS, from Page 30
Group 5
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Clay Bennett, Matt McClane,
Cindy Diefenderfer
Judge’s comments: The Times
Free Press is well-designed and
does a terrific job of really spicing
up their special treatments. The
opinion section was phenomenal
to look at, which isn’t something
one can say often. Pleasant
typography and some really nice
graphics.
2. News Sentinel, Knoxville

Public Service
Group 1
1. The Gallatin News
Josh Cross, Sherry Mitchell
Judge’s comments: The News
performed an essential public service by staying on top of nursing
home deaths, sticking to the facts
and letting readers know the staff

report on.
The well-known and well-connected teacher approached the podium with the county’s best-known
defense attorney by his side.
The teacher pleaded guilty to a
lesser charge of aggravated assault
while the three other charges
against him were dismissed. He’d
spend three years on probation
and if he behaved his record
would be expunged. He’d also
have his teaching license removed.
The mother of one of the victims
read a statement from her son, a
14-year-old who has sought counseling and contemplated suicide.

Again, my stomach churned.
I thought of the courage it
takes to come forward when your
mind tells you that a respected
adult will be believed over you, a
mere child. Your chances of being
believed increase substantially if
other brave victims come forward.
But even then, justice can be
elusive.
Considering that the U.S.
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention labels child sexual abuse an adverse childhood
experience that can affect how a
person thinks, acts and feels over
a lifetime with short-term and

long-term physical and emotional
health consequences – what is
justice, really?
I don’t think I’m alone in believing that anyone who harms a
child should be held accountable
under the fullest extent of the law.
That’s a given.
But the question that gnawed
at me in court that day – and still
lingers – is how do we make it
easier for children who have been
sexually abused to come forward
and be believed?
I don’t pretend to have any
answers, but I do think we should
start with our own assumptions

about what an abuser looks like.
More often than not, he or she
looks like someone we know and
trust -because many times it is.
We should keep communication
lines open with our own children,
and report to the proper authorities any red flags we see with
other children - or adults with suspiciously inappropriate behavior.
Because in our community - in
any community - looking the other way shouldn’t be an option.
To report child abuse or neglect
in Tennessee, call the Department
of Children’s Services abuse hotline at 1-877-237-0004.

Otherwise, it would have died
out by now.
So in essence, depending on the
time you view a Wikipedia article,
it’s arguably more reliable than say,
a random Facebook meme with no
discernable point of origin outside
of your friend sharing the post.
Facebook is different from
Wikipedia.
Wikipedia is like a singular post
that can be edited immediately
by someone else responsible if it
contains inaccuracies, thus ending
the spread of misinformation.
But Facebook posts? Those

things spread like viruses. People
find information that is shocking,
usually lining up with what they
already believe a bout the world,
and immediately share it, usually with a sense of self-righteous
indignation.
Forget about source verification.
A lot of the memes circulated on
Facebook don’t even have sources
listed.
Some don’t even make sense.
Chances are, if you see a post
involving something about a
politician hating the troops, it’s
probably false, regardless of what

that politician thinks of the military industrial complex.
And if what you’re sharing
makes a person sound more like
a cartoon villain than a human
being, it’s probably false, too.
The spread of misinformation on
social media has been a problem
for years, especially since the last
election cycle, but the coronavirus
pandemic has ramped up the issue.
Maybe it was all that time on
everyone’s hands.
Daily, I see people posting
things that are problematic, memes easily disproved by a cursory

Google search.
People love to vilify the media,
in particular some of the most
well-respected news institutions
in the world like The New York
Times, but they’re also quick to
believe no-name sources. It doesn’t
make sense.
Think before you post. It sounds
corny, but sharing a false meme is
basically contributing to mass propaganda. There’s usually a more
sinister motive behind producing
a defamatory meme, beyond just
creating chaos.
Trust, but verify.

would not relent in their pursuit of
the truth.

Judge’s comments: Wonderful,
heartwrenching coverage of a
devastating tornado. It took you
into the middle of the disaster and
brought you along every step of
the way.

in government and decision
making.

of news. You picked it up and literally felt the weight of the news.
It is newspapering at its finest.
Well done.

3. The Standard Banner,
Jefferson City
Steve Marion, Mark Brown

3. The Nashville Ledger
Kathy Carlson, Hollie Deese,
Catherine Mayhew

2. The Erwin Record
RIchard Rourk, Keeli Parkey
3. The Dickson Post
Sean Barry, Ivan Aronin
4. Manchester Times
John Coffelt , Elena Cawley
5. Grainger Today, Bean Station
Tracey Wolfe

Group 2
1. The Knoxville Ledger
Nancy Henderson, Rhiannon
Potkey
Judge’s comments: Strong presentation and visuals. Excellent
writing that didn’t waste time
dancing around the subject, but
got right into it.
2. The Wilson Post, Lebanon
Ivan Aronin, Laurie Everett,
Angie Mayes, Xavier Smith,
Dallus Whitfield, Tommy Bryan,
Jason Reynolds

4. Hendersonville Standard
Tena Lee, Sherry Mitchell
5. Murfreesboro Post
Ivan Aronin, Jason Reynolds,
Dan Epright

Group 3
1. Cleveland Daily Banner
Tim Siniard, Rick Norton, Kaitlin Gebby, Daniel Guy
Judge’s comments: From engaging the community in the debate
over a Confederate monument
to cleaning up an overgrown
cemetery to the fall of an
evangelist, the Cleveland Daily
Banner used its reporting power
and editorial voice to clearly set
a path that got citizens involved

2. The Leaf-Chronicle,
Clarksville
Jennifer Babich, Alexis Clark

Group 4
1. The Daily Times, Maryville
Andrew Jones, Melanie Tucker

Group 5
1. The Tennessean, Nashville
Staff
2. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Sarah Grace Taylor, Andy Sher,
Clint Cooper, Pam Sohn, Clay
Bennett

Sunday Editions
1. Chattanooga Times Free
Press
Alison Gerber
Judge’s comments: Just chock full

2. Bristol Herald Courier
Staff
Judge’s comments: Very strong
editions. Get a cup of coffee, a
donut and dig in. Plenty to read
and look at here for everyone.
3. Herald-Citizen, Cookeville
Don Foy, Lindsay Pride, Ben
Craven, Jim Herrin, Kate Cook,
Ben Wheeler, Paige Stanage
Judge’s comments: Strong entry,
heavy on local content.
4. The Daily Times, Maryville
Staff
5. News Sentinel, Knoxville
Judge’s comments: These entries
show that newspapering is alive
and well in Tennessee. Wonderful
Sunday reads that cover a wide
variety of topics. Excellent work.
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2021 Headline Writing Winners

Circulation Group I:

Cheatham County Exchange

Circulation Group III: Southern
Standard, McMinnville

Circulation Group II:
The Knoxville Ledger

Circulation Group IV: Citizen
Tribune, Morristown

Circulation Group V:
Chattanooga Times Free Press

